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The analysis of the interspecific variation in three species of Microtus (superspecies arvalis), namely M. levis, M. arvalis, M. 
obscurus has shown that these three types differ significantly from each other in skull shape. 78.5% correct definitions were 
obtained using dorsal landmarks, and 92.9% using ventral landmarks. This is because the size and location of foramina 
incisivi and toothrow are the most significant in diagnostics of these species. In any case, neither using the standard 
craniometric measurements nor using geometric morphometric techniques could reach the 100% success of diagnostics. 
Key words: sibling species, Microtus (superspecies arvalis), geometric morphometrics, species identification, skull 
characters 
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 1 2 3 

M . levis 1 0 2,76 11,78 
M. arvalis 2 2,76 0 7,48 
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