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MHuKpPOCTPYKTYpPa M H3HOCOCTOHKOCTh IOKPLITHSI HA OCHOBe :Keje3a, MOJY-
YEeHHOTI'0 JJIeKTPOAYTOBOH MeTa/IM3alueil, mocje 00padoTKH MOBEPXHOCTH €
NMOMOIIbI0 MepeniaBKh
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* ®akynbTeT MaTEPHANIOBEAECHHS ¥ MALIMHOCTPOEHHs, [IeKHHCKUH YHUBEPCUTET aBHALMKM U KOCMO-
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° HaronanbHas 1abopatopust MojiepHu3aiuy, NHKeHepHas akajaeMus OpOHETaHKOBBIX BOMCK, [TekuH,
Kurait

Vecosepuwencmsosanvl naacmunuamas cmpykmypa u u3HOCOCHMOUKOCHb NOKPIMULL, NOLYYEHHbIX
anexkmpooyeogoii memaniusayuel. C nomowwpro 0y2080l C8APKU 601b(PPAMOBHIM INEKMPOOOM 8
cpede unepmnozo 2asa nposedena nepennaska nokpvimuil Ha ocnose FeNiCrAl, nonyuennvix snexkmpo-
dyeoeou memaniuzayueti. C UCNOIb308AHUEM MEMOO08 ONMUYECKOU MUKPOCKONUU, PACMposol
9NIEKMPOHHOT MUKPOCKONUU U OUDPAKYUL PEHMSEHOGCKUX JyHell OCYWeCmBIeHO CPAGHUMENbHOe
uccne00sane CmpyKmypul U azo6020 cocmasa HANbLIEHHLIX U NEPENIABIEeHHbIX NOKpbimuil. H3yue-
HO 6nuUsHUEe 06PAbOMKU NymeM NepeniaeKu Ha MEXaHu3M USHOCA NOKPLIMULL, NOJYYEeHHbIX dNEKMpo-
0yeosoll Mmemaniuzayueil. Ycmanosneno, umo peanuzayusa 0y20601l C8APKU 80JbHPAMOBLIM dEKMPO-
00M 6 cpede UHEPMHO20 2A3a NO360Aem paspabamuvleams NOKpbimusa 6e3 nop u mpewun. Jlaio-
Helwue Uccie008aHs NOKA3anU, Ymo OCHOBHOU NPUSHAK USHOCA NOKPLIMULL, NOLYYEHHbIX DNEKMpo-
0y20801l Memannuzayuetl, — pacuyenienue OKCuod, 8 mo 6pems Kak NOKPblMuUll, NepenideieHHbIX ¢
HOMOWBIO Y2080l CEAPKU BONbHPAMOBHIM INEKMPOOOM 6 Cpede UHEPMHO20 2a3d, — pe3aHue u
nponaxueaiue.

Kniouegvie cnioea: BHICOKOCKOPOCTHAS HIICKTPOAYTOBAs METAJUTU3ANKS, TIPOIIECC MEPETIaB-
KM, MHKPOCTPYKTYpPa, U3HOC.

Introduction. The arc spraying process is widely used to prepare various thin
coatings, and is especially applied in the maintaining and rebuilding fields [1]. However,
the coatings obtained using this process exhibit lamellar microstructure, high porosity and
low surface hardness and their wear resistance is not sufficient for many applications [2].
Therefore, a surface remelting treatment needs to be carried out to reinforce the adhesive
strength and enhance the wear resistance of the as-sprayed coatings.

The reduction of microinclusion content of coatings by surface melting using processes
such as laser [3], plasma [4] and tungsten inert gas (TIG) [5] welding has been shown to
improve coating toughness owing to changes in microstructure, chemical composition and
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oxygen content. In recent years, several studies have been performed using the TIG method
[6]. The process increases surface hardness, improves wear resistance and results in little or
no distortion. In this work, the microstructural properties, hardness, phase composition and
wear resistance of Fe-based remelted coatings made using a TIG torch are reported.

Experimental Method. Fe—Ni—Cr—Al cored wire with a diameter of 2 mm was used
to produce as-sprayed coatings. The chemical composition of the arc spraying wire was
(wt.%): Ni<10, Cr<5, Al<5, B<1, Nb< 1, Re<1, Fe — balance.

The wires were sprayed onto a grit blasted and degreased AISI 1045 steel substrate
with dimensions of 100X 100X 10 mm using a self-designed HAS-02 wire arc gun system.
The process parameters were optimized as follows: spraying voltage 28 V, spraying current
160 A, compressed air pressure 0.7 MPa, standoff distance, 200 mm. The thickness of the
as-sprayed coatings was 400-500 um and they were subsequently melted using a TIG
torch. The TIG torch/arc was produced with an operating current ranging from 80 to 100 A.
The remelting process was carried out at 3 and 4 mm/s speed and the electrode height
from the substrate surface was varied between 3 and 5 mm. The shield gas flow (argon)
was 12 I/min.

The microstructures and chemical compositions of cross sections of the as-sprayed
and remelted samples were compared using optical microscopy, scanning electron
microscopy (SEM) and energy dispersive spectroscopy (EDS). X-ray diffraction (XRD)
analysis was conducted to determine the phases formed in the surface alloyed layer.

Dry sliding wear tests were carried out using a ball-on-plate reciprocating machine at
room temperature (25°C). The counterpart ball was quenched before the wear test. The
abrading ball was a GCr15 ball with 65 HRC and of 4 mm in diameter. The applied load and
sliding distance were 50 N and 2700 mm (with an increment of 3 mm), respectively. The
sliding velocity was 3 mm/s. Five samples were measured for each set of test parameters.
The friction coefficient was monitored with a computer. The microstructures of worn
surfaces and wear debris were analyzed by SEM to understand the wear mechanism for the
coated and uncoated samples.

Results and Discussion.

X-Ray Diffraction. X-ray diffraction analysis was performed on the surface of the
as-sprayed and remelted coatings. The diffraction patterns are shown in Fig. la and 1b,
respectively. As can be seen from Fig. la, a-Fe, y-Fe and Fe—Al intermetallic compounds
are major phases present in the surface of the as-sprayed coating. Moreover, during
spraying, molten liquid drops are exposed to air and are oxidized in flight to the substrate,
and many oxides, such as Al,Os, Cr,03, and Fe;04, can be present at the exposed surfaces
of splats prior to the deposition of the subsequent layer [7].
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Fig. 1. XRD results for as-sprayed (a) and remelted (b) coatings.
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Figure 1b shows the phases of the remelted coating. These are mainly y-Fe, Fe—Al
intermetallic compounds, (Fe, Cr) solid solution and Cr;C¢ carbides, and weak peaks are
assigned to Al,O; oxides. These results clearly confirm that the elements Fe, Cr, Ni, and Al
dissolved in the coating matrix then formed more alloy phases, while few oxides were
detected in the coating after the TIG remelting process.

Microstructural Examination. A comparison was made of the cross-sectional
micrographs of the remelted coating formed by TIG (Fig. 2b) and the as-sprayed coating
(Fig. 2a). A thin white layer is observed at the interface in Fig. 2b, which indicates a good
metallurgical bonding between the remelted coating and the substrate.

At the bonding zone, an extremely high rate of heat transfer occurred between the
molten pool and the substrate and a large melt was obtained under cooling leading to a very
high rate of solidification [8]. The solid/liquid interface grew in a flat form giving rise to

Fig. 3. SEM cross-sectional morphology of the as-sprayed (a) and the remelted (b) coatings and high
magnification morphology (c).
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Figure 3a shows a cross-sectional SEM image of the as-sprayed coating before TIG
treatment. Laminated structures with many pores and cracks occur in the lamellar structure
and the interface between the coating and substrate. Figure 3b shows the cross-sectional
morphology of the remelted coating. In contrast to Fig. 3a, the remelted coating was
characterized by a more homogeneous structure, absence of structure lamination, and
decreased surface roughness and porosity. In order to analyze the porosities quantitatively,
a computer image analyzer was employed. It was observed that the porosities of the
as-sprayed coatings were 17-22% and the remelted coatings show a dramatically reduced
porosity of only 1.1-2.8%.

A typical patter of higher magnification morphology observed for remelted coatings
is shown in Fig. 3c. The SEM investigations revealed a distinct refinement of the structure.
No microcracks delaminating the remelted coating were observed. Depending on the material
cooling rate function of the adopted treatment parameters, different phase morphologies
were observed of which microdendrite and cellular—dendrite were predominant.

Microhardness Investigations. The microhardness profiles of the as-sprayed and
remelted coatings with coating depth are shown in Fig. 4. It can be seen that the
microhardness of the as-sprayed coating gradually increased with increasing distance from
the substrate to the coating surface. The hardness of the as-sprayed coating was about
480-580 HVO.1. The anisotropy of the coating, resulting from the characteristic layered
structure of the as-sprayed material, was responsible for the microhardness values and their
distributions.
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Fig. 4. Microhardness of the as-sprayed and remelted coatings.

The hardness increased to about 670-740 HVO0.1 for the as-sprayed coating after
remelting treatment. This result confirms that there are marked differences in the micro-
structures of the coatings before and after the TIG remelting process. The remelted coating
exhibits a high hardness corresponding to hard phases such as intermetallic compounds and
(Fe, Cr) solid solution distributed in the dense structure and homogeneous chemical
dispersion as well as recrystallization.

Wear Resistance Performance. Comparing the substrate, as-sprayed coating and TIG
remelted coating, the variations of friction coefficient are shown in Fig. 5. The average
friction coefficient values of the substrate, as-sprayed coating and remelted coating were
calculated as 0.9, 0.6, and 0.5, respectively. It can be seen that the TIG remelted coating is
more effective in improving wear resistance, and its friction coefficient curve shows a
smooth variation. Also, the friction coefficient curve of the remelted coating is more stable
than that of the substrate with increasing sliding distance.
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Fig. 5. Friction coefficients of the

Fe-based coatings and substrate.

In order to compare the wear resistance of the as-sprayed coating and the remelted
one, SEM examinations of the worn surfaces were undertaken, as shown in Fig. 6. It can be
seen that the wear track of the remelted coating (Fig. 6¢) is shallower than those of the
as-sprayed coating (Fig. 6b) and the substrate (Fig. 6a). Also, the wear volume losses for

the substrate, as-sprayed coating and reme

Ited coating were measured as 3.78-107°

>

2.46:107°,and 113-107° ,um3 , respectively, revealing that the TIG remelted coating has
the lowest wear volume for the dense microstruture. A fine cellular structure was formed

after the TIG remelting process.

Fig. 6. Macrographics wear tracks of the substrate (a), the as-sprayed (b) and the remelted (c)

coatings.
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Aiming to understand the wear mechanisms of the as-sprayed and remelted coatings,
SEM and EDS analyses of the wear surface and wear debris were undertaken, as shown in
Figs. 7 and 8, respectively. The EDS examinations of the wear tracks of the as-sprayed
coating confirmed that the chemical composition of the micro-zone of the wear surface is
mainly 68.38 wt.% Fe, 9.28 wt.% Al 21.13 wt.% O, and 1.21 wt.% Nb (Fig. 7b). The
results show the presence of iron oxides on practically all the surfaces of the coatings that
were tested (Fig. 7a). The concentration of these oxides fell as the sliding distance
increased. This can be explained by the low cohesive strength among splats, numerous
pores and microcracks already present in the as-sprayed coating or generated during the
tests carried out. Under the dry sliding conditions, the induced strong shearing stress
initiates microcracks, which, together with inherent microcracks, grow and extend along
the boundaries of the splats. When the stress intensity is close to the fracture toughness of
the coating, complete splats should break off from the coating [9].
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Fig. 7. SEM and EDS analyzes of the as-sprayed coating: (a) SEM morphology of the wear track;
(b) EDS analysis of the wear track.
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Fig. 8. SEM and EDS analyzes of the remelted coating: (a) SEM morphology of the wear track;
(b) EDS analysis of the wear track.

The wear surface of the remelted coating is distinguished by discontinuous parallel
grooves (see mark-up spectrum 2 in Fig. 8a), which form as the hard abrasive phases dig
into the worn coating surface and then plough out the matrix material from the groove to
the side. This causes the so-called grooving wear mode [10]. Therefore, cutting and
ploughing are the main abrasive wear mechanisms. But, the distribution of the (Fe, Cr)
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solid solution and Cry;Cq hard phases surrounded by a matrix of y-Fe will be of benefit for
improving the wear resistance. The surrounding ductile structure (y-Fe) will absorb energy,
while the coating bears a high load, releasing the residual stress [11]. This structural
characteristic of abrasive particles embedded in the ductile matrix will prevent the
microcracks often initiated from inside of the oxide boundaries with the action of
concentrated stresses and improve the wear resistance of the remelted coating. Furthermore,
oxygen atoms were not detected in the wear surface (Fig. 8b), which confirms that the
remelted coating has the ability to resist oxidation wear failure. The very dense micro-
structure and low porosity characteristics also prevent the abrasive particles from micro-
cutting the surface by breaking them up and causing them to lose their cutting function
[12]. Therefore, the coating has excellent abrasive wear resistance.

Conclusions

1. Coatings produced by TIG remelting of Fe-based alloy coatings are free from pores
and cracks and show good metallurgical bonding with the substrate. The primary phases of
the remelted coating were identified as Cr,;Cq carbides and Fe-based solid solution.

2. The consequence of the remelting treatment is the transformation a-Fe -v-Fe. The
wear resistance of coated samples is far better than that of uncoated samples. Particles of
thin flake sheet form combined with the energy dispersive spectroscopic analysis confirm
that oxide delamination is the dominant wear mechanism of the as-sprayed coating. Cutting
and ploughing are the main abrasive wear mechanisms of the remelted coating.
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Pe3ome

Y 10CKOHAJIEHO TUTACTHHYACTY CTPYKTYPY Ta 3HOCOCTIMKICTh TOKPHTTIB, OTPHMAHHX EJIEKTPO-
JyTOBOKO MeTaji3aliero. 3a JOMOMOIOK JyroBOrO 3BaplOBaHHsS BOJb()PAMOBHM EJIEKTPO-
JIOM y CEpPEeIOBHII iHEPTHOTO Ta3y MPOBEIEHO MeperuIaBKy MOKpUTTiB Ha ocHOBI FeNiCrAl,
OTPUMaHMX EJIEKTPO/IYTrOBOI METasi3alli€ero. [3 BUKOPUCTAHHSIM METOJIB ONTHYHOI MIKpO-
CKOIIi1, pacTpoBOl €JIeKTPOHHOI MIKPOCKOIIIT Ta AU(PaKIil PEHTIeHIBCbKUX MTPOMEHIB MpO-
BE/ICHO MOPIBHSUIbHE JOCIIKEHHS! CTPYKTYpH 1 (pa30BOro ckiiaay HalwICHHX i Meperias-
JICHUX TOKPUTTIB. BHBYEHO BIUTMB OOpPOOKH HIISXOM MEPEIUIaBKA Ha MEXaHi3M 3HOIICHHS
MTOKPHUTTIB, OTPAMAHHUX EJICKTPOAYTOBOIO METAJI3aIi€ero. Y CTaHOBIEHO, IO peaizallis Iyro-
BOT'O 3BapIOBAaHHs BOJIL(PAMOBUM EJIEKTPOJIOM y CEPEIOBHIIII IHEPTHOTO Ta3y JI03BOJISIE PO3-
poOisaTH TOKPUTTS Oe3 mop i TpinwH. [loganmbiii JOCHTIIKCHHS MMOKA3ald, 10 OCHOBHUMHU
O3HaKaMH 3HOIICHHS TTOKPHUTTIB, OTPIMAaHUX €JICKTPOYTOBOIO METAJI3AIl€I0, € PO3IICIUICH-
Hsl OKCHJLY, B TOW 4ac SIK MOKPHTTIB, IEPEIUIaBICHHUX 3a JIOIMOMOTOI0 JIyrOBOI'O 3BapOBaHHS
BOJB(PAMOBUM €JIEKTPOIOM Y CEPEIOBHUIII IHEPTHOTO Ta3y, — Pi3aHHSA 1 MPOOPIOBAHHSL.
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