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THE REGIONAL IDENTITY AS ONE OF THE PROBLEM IN THE EUROPEAN
POLITICAL PROCESS.

In the article the problem of the regional political identity, its types, structure, conditions of
formation were discovered. There was analyzed the influence of the regional identity on the
political processes in the countries of Europe.

Keywords: regional problem, regional situation, regional identity, regionalism, political
process.

PET'TOHAJIBHA IJEHTUYHICTH SIK OJHA 13 IPOBJIEM €BPOIIEMCHKOI'O
HNOJITUYHOI'O IMPOLIECY.

Y cmammi Oocnidoiceno npobremy pecionanvHoi noaimuunoi idewmuunocmi, il munu,
cmpykmypy, nepeoymosu gopmysanns. I[lpoananizoeano ennus peionanvHoi i0eHMuuYHOCmi Ha
nonimuyHi npoyecu 6 Kpainax €eponu.

Knrouoei cnosa: pecionanvua npobnema, pecionanvua cumyayis, pecioHanbHa i0eHmuyHicmo,
pe2ioHanizm, NOTIMu4YHUL npoyec.

PEITHTOHAJIBHAS NWAEHTUYHOCTDb KAK OJHA U3 ITPOBJIEM
EBPOINEHCKOI'O TOJJUTHYECKOI'O ITPOIIECCA.

B cmamve uccnedosano npobnemy pecuoHaiIbHOU NOIUMUYECKOU UOSHMUYHOCU, ee mUnbl,
CmMpYKmypy, — npeonocvliku  opmuposanus. Ilpoananusupoeano  enusHue  pecUOHANbHOU
UOeHMUYHOCMU HA NOIUmMuyecKue npoyeccol 8 cmpanax Eeponoi.

Kniouesvie cnosa: pecuonanvnas npobnrema, pecUOHANbHAS CUMYayus, pPecUOHATbHA
UOEHMUYHOCb, PE2UOHAIUIM, NOTUMUYECKUL NPoYecC.

The recent turbulent political events in the country calls to encourage the researches of the
problems of regionalism and regional specifics of some individual areas and their inhabitants. The
current civilizational fault of Ukraine calls to pursue the substantial revaluation of social values
and logically involves the analysis of spiritual, socio-cultural and historical roots of all regions of
our country.

The country regional development process identifies for the particular attention and this is the
obvious fact. To select an effective strategy of action and the appropriate political, socio-
economical and other instruments it’s necessary to clearly identify the main issues, the nature of
the regional problem.
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In general, it is possible as follows:

Firstly, how to change the proclaiming constitutional equality of the state subjects, equality
of “de jure” into the equality of socio-economical living conditions of equality “de facto”? How
to define the principles of this “equality” correctly?

Secondly, how, not declaratively, but really for the common good, to use a strong
development capability, confined exactly in the differences of Ukrainian territories? How to put
into practice the native dream and the imperative — “the unity in diversity”?

Thirdly, how to find a consistent combination of common national, governmental, regional
and personal human interests in the today’s difficult situation and to do it in the most accurate
way and without any conflicts?

Thus, a regional problem is a systemic manifestation of an imbalance in the functioning (state,
development) of one or more interdependent potential areas. Among the regional problems there
can also be attributed still rare manifestations of “growth points” which need special attention.

It should be noted the conceptual and methodological differences between the concept of
regional problem and regional situation.

The regional situations are more inertial than the regional problems occurring on their
backgrounds. The last ones are a set of specific regional conflicts that have arisen in the course of
the regional situations development. The regional problem should be realized as something
manageable (ordering, mitigation, etc.) in the foreseeable future.

The regional problem, in principle, cannot be solved once and forever, but its sharpness
should be minimized with the help of a regional strategy — a system of measures on the territorial
structure of society effects for the sake of public interest objectives.

The regional problem can conditionally be divided into three parts:

1) socio-economical issues (regional policy in its traditional sense);

2) political issues (decentralization, federalism);

3) cultural issues (regionalism).

These components largely have different nature, and the measures of reduce of the severity of
each of the regional problems aspects have to be different. Different tasks should be solved by
methods adequate to these aspects. It is better to avoid the crossing and the imposition of these
methods, i.e. for example the solutions of economic goals with the help of social measures.

One of the political regional problem in Ukraine is a problem of regional identity and regional
political culture.

The regional and local identifications serve as one of the defining and stabilizing (albeit
difficult being isolated) factors in the formation of cultural-historical and socio-territorial
community. From the perspective of Charles Rick, “a factor of regional identity is “nationalitarian”
statement of the regional collective, a “voice” of a regional group” [5, p. 212]. The regional
identity seems to be possible to consider as an option of ethnic or rather sub-ethnic identity. The
importance of the regional identity has at least two political consequences. Firstly, it is difficult to
implement a strategy of ethno-political mobilization of society. Secondly, it makes the regional
identities an important political resource, which, in its turn, can jeopardize the unity of the country.

The conservation and sustainability of the regional identity can be explained through the
concept of “internal colonialism” by M. Hatcher. He understands it as “the existence inherent to a
particular culture, hierarchy division of labor, which contributes to the formation of reactive
groups” [8, p. 185], so “the internal colonialism” is a form of exploitation of the Center of its
periphery. Spatially the irregular waves of industrialization in the era of the modern increased the
marginalization of many peripheral (provincial) territories, and ultimately contributed to the
regional stratification and spatio-territorial hierarchy of society. This factor, according to M.
Hatcher, contributes to the preservation of ethnic and regional identity in the certain territories
(sometimes in a latent form), despite all the attempts of the Center to unify the cultural property. In
addition, as some researchers note, the prevalence of local political loyalty above the national is
typical for the societies with fragmented political culture and transit political periods.

The changes in the organization of spear (country or region) as a consequence have got
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changes of the collective representations of it, which inevitably leads to the disruption of identity,
the creation of its new variation, the return to the traditional forms, or even to the “loss” of identity.
The revival of the old and the formation of the new regional myths and ideologies, noted by
researchers, reflect the process of updating of the citizens regional self-identity in the
circumstances of identity crisis and it is a defensive reaction to changes in the very unfavorable
changes in the socio-political environment, with which our country had to face.

Regional identities, such as national, are based on the idea of “imagined communities”
according to the words of B. Anderson. However, if Anderson saw nations as closed systems, on the
contrary, the regions should be regarded as the opened ones. The regional identity can be regarded
as a key element of the region construction as a socio-political space and institutional system. Note,
that the regional identities do not replace or supersede the national ones, in most cases they are
complementary and constitute not a system of rigid, mandatory, but rather unstable and flexible
connections.

The maintaining of the regional identity may require a constant threat from outside; this
binary logic of “we” and “they” can give a regional identity even an aggressive character because
“we” is defined, in particular, through the opposition to “them”, to the “other”. Thus, according to
G. Delanty, “the purity and stability of “us” is guaranteed primarily by the common name, then by
the demonization of other / another and getting rid of them” [4, p. 47-62]. Maintaining of the purity
requires the designing of the hard, impenetrable boundaries, and since it is impossible, the process
of fragmentation of regional communities and blurring of the regional identities develops.

As P. Frankenberg and J. Shubauer note, the regional identity comprises the three main
elements. The first element is the cognitive, it points that the citizens should be made aware of the
existence of their region and its geographical limits. This, in its turn, it requires some knowledge
about the region and the neighboring regions, in order to “own” the region can be easily
distinguished from “other”. The region's population must know about some of its characteristics,
whether it is physical and geographical features, a special story or an economical profile.

The second element of regional identity is affirmative, it is a form of interpretation of the
cognitive element and it includes a set of emotions about the own region as well as the extent to
which the region provides a frameworks for the common emotions and solidarity feelings. The
affirmative and cognitive elements of identity associated with the third element — the instrumental,
when the region is used as a basis for the social and political mobilization and for the collective
action. The instrumental element can be considered as the highest element in the sense that it
evolves on the basis of the first two: the cognitive and the affirmative. The instrumental identity
element is manifested in a particular political culture of the population (especially in the electoral
culture), but even more in the design of regional parties and movements [7, p. 35].

This way, it can be argued that the political regionalism can be defined as the expression of
regional political culture prevailing in the power of the instrumental aspect of regional identity
development.

The problems of regionalism are now in the center of attention in many countries. Such,
already in 1998, the European Parliament, taking into consideration the acuteness of these
problems, adopted a “Charter of regionalism”, according to which the region is understood as a
homogeneous space having physical and geographical, ethnical, cultural, linguistic community, as
well as the commonness of economic structures and common historical destiny. Thus, the
declaration of a kind of a set of areas in the region is possible only if the all or a part of the above
symptoms exist.

Moreover, in the structure of regional social identity, there are two main components: the
knowledge, understanding of the peculiarities of the own “territorial” group and the self-awareness
as its member as well as assessing of the quality of the own territory, its importance in the global
and the local coordinate system. For the totality of the population, joined, at least, by a common
place of living, it means the emergence of some kind of the regional community. That follows that
for the regional identity it is the fundamentally important concept, this is an idea about the territorial
connections arising on the basis of a joint or a neighbor's residence of the members of social groups
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of different sizes and diverse cultural identity. Since the quality of a region can be different, and its
properties and functions are not always comparable to those of other regions, it serves mainly as a
collective image that embodies the economic and political phenomena in their specific content in
the relation to the conditions of functioning of the public relations.

Currently, it is possible to clearly argue that the geopolitical factors have an increasing
impact on the processes taking place in a given country, including Ukraine. Accordingly, these
factors impact on the change of regional relations, and with the development of globalization
processes this impact becomes more and more significant.

According to E. Eremina, it should be clearly distinguish the concepts of internal and
external identification: in the case of the external identification of the region, it can be defined as
the process of recognition and attribution of the regional identity from the outside (in a broader
social space), while the inner essence of the identification lies in the self-reflexive establishing and
awarding by the entity (by the local inhabitants) the own social properties and characteristics of the
region (historical, political, economic, cultural, and so on ). The ambient (objective) world defines
the inner world of the subject [2].

The founder of the theory of the social identity A. Tajfel wrote that the social measures
impact on the individual way of seeing the world by the subject. The self-identity, expressed
primarily by the identification itself with the community, is the subjective, resultant, based on the
objectively existing features of the identification with this community. This applies to any of the
components of the social identity, particularly to the regional [3, p. 32].

The regional identity can serve the basis for a special perception of the common national
political problems, which expresses in a particular electoral behavior during the national elections
and referendums. The politicization of the regional identity can go further, leading to the formation
of the regional party-political systems.

In a stable society with a sustainable national (civil) identity the regional identity does not
come to the fore in the hierarchy of the territorial identities. In the normal circumstances, it is
manifested in the formation of a certain system of values and norms of the region inhabitants’
behavior due to ethnicity. In the conditions of the weakening or the crisis of the national (civil)
identity the regional-ethnic identity can make it competition and after receiving a political
connotation, jeopardize the unity of the country.

The regional identity can take shape under the influence of pressure of socio-economic
nature, i.e. can be rooted in the inter-regional disparities in the levels of socio-economic
development. It is important to note that in this case the political demands can nominate as
relatively prosperous regions, using the argument of dependency from the side of the poorer
regions, and, on the other hand, relatively poor regions: in this case, using the argument of
insufficient attention by the center, the discontent of their policies.

In the first case as an example may serve the political demands of the macro-region of the
Northern Italy and the constitutioning of the regional parties (leagues), in the second case — the
regional socio-political movements in the Southern Europe or a special electoral behavior of the
population of the Eastern lands of Germany, where the increased support gets the Party of
Democratic Socialism. It is noteworthy that in the case of formation of a regional identity with the
socio-economic side it could be the strengthening of its negative aspect, it’s not inside orientation,
but outside, on the search of the “enemy”, which can act as poor as rich regions (the lack of inter-
regional solidarity) and the National Center as a “producer” of chaos or a source of unmotivated
decisions infringing the rights of regions.

Obviously, to divide the cultural and socio-economic prerequisites of the regional identity
formation is possible only conditionally, in most cases the speech is about their combination. For
example, on Corsica, the folding of a very special identity occurred at the cultural-historical basis,
but at the same time, the region is probably the poorest in France, which also strengthens the
regional identity, the region's commitment to the self-isolation. Generally, the undefinition on the
law level of the regional Corsican identity (“natural” and historical), and the presence of an
separated “Corsican people” is the constant source of serious internal conflict and a matter of
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concern all French governments regardless from their political affiliation (both as left as right) .
This opposition has a violent expressed character; it has repeatedly led to outbreaks of terrorism (of
varying intensity). The attempts as peaceful conflict resolution by providing Corsica a special self-
governing or autonomous regional status (socialist governments), as tough repressive methods of
suppressing of the radical Corsican nationalism / separatism from the side of right political forces
did not succeed; the main obstacle were the positions of the French Constitution, according to
which there is only one “nation” — the French, and, accordingly, only one official language
throughout the whole country [9].

The current state of Corsican resistance to the central government is characterized by the
division of the nationalist forces into the autonomists and separatists. The second group has always
had a militaristic component, resorted to the terrorist acts and felt the violence the only one way to
achieve the independence. However, the majority did not support nor autonomist or separatists.

Although the intensity of the armed aggression gradually reduces, the confrontational
relations with the central government are still not overcame, as well as the main cause of the
conflict — the powerful assimilation pressure on the regional (‘“natural”) ethno-cultural identity of
Corsicans. That is why the prospects for the further developments of acts and the relevant scenarios
are rather pessimistic: they reduce, from the one hand, to the further decline of self-identity of the
local population due to the political system of France, from the other - to the lasting resistance of
“national-conscious” Corsicans as a permanent source of the conflict [1].

Note that, according to a number of leading European researchers in the field of regionalism,
the presence of a strong regional identity, especially cultural-historical character, in most cases, is
not a guarantee for regional “success”, the acceleration of the temps of the socio-economic
development of the region. The positive experience shows the regions where there is a deliberate
general economic interest, and where it is possible to make a choice in the economic policy. In this
case, the regional economic interest generates the creation of political institutions which, in their
turn, design, produce a regional identity based on the collaboration of actors in the development of
common regional interests. The foregoing should be illustrated by the example: the “artificial”
Rhone-Alpes region in France is developing much more successful than the “traditional” rooted
regions of the South of Italy, which are not able to construct a political identity and to develop their
own effective strategy.

A bright example of the coexistence and, in some extent, the competition among the various
levels of identities are “British” and “English”. The first one is characterized by attempts to develop
a sense of community between different parts of the nation, historically established range of
different features. In spite of efforts to consolidate the country (often as a result of the emergence of
a common external threat), it has such powerful component, as nostalgia for past greatness of the
British Empire.

On the cultural, historical and socio-economic backgrounds of the regional identity the
another important factor applies — it is the factor of geography, other words, rather a distance from a
central location (the degree of peripheral), rather a sharp distinction between macro-regions of the
country, as a rule, the gradient of the North / South, that is inherent for every major country in the
distinction between the northern and southern regions (this may be the East / West gradient).

For example, Italy has specific problems related to regionalism. According to constitutional
order, Italy is a very decentralized country, which, however, is believed not as a federal, but rather
“polycentric”. Italy was the first country that resorted to the experiment with the asymmetric
decentralization. After the Second World War, the introduction of the high-level regional
government was inevitable at least on five areas the most famous of which are Trentino — the South
Tyrol and two southern islands - Sicily and Sardinia. In the search of the “third way” between the
federal and unitary structures, the regionalization was implemented across all the country, although
the level of authority remaining territorial and administrative units lower than in these five [6, p.
129].

In the context of studies of Italian regional identities, the phenomenon of such a political
party/movement as ‘“Northern League” (League North, LN), deserves a special attention. The most
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distinctive feature of LN in not its successful attempt to design a new collective regional identity —
the north-eastern Italian ethnic “nations” called “Padania”. The purpose of this actually non-
existent, fictitious ethnic identity was to get the right to self-determination, i.e., to legitimize the
secession from Italy, or, at least, the acquiring of a high level of autonomy for the region with the
same name. That mean, the activity of LN was aimed not only at the individual assertion of the
ethnic identity, but also to the fight with the “corrupt central authority” for the federalization and the
deprivation of possibility to give the support to the impoverished southern regions, which hamper
the further full development “Padania™ [1].

Talking about Ukraine, the regional distinction between the East and the West was laid and
maintained, forced by those states, which included the parts of our country for a long time. In
addition, the situation escalates by such factors as the belonging to the different civilizations
(European and Eurasian) and various religious traditions (Catholic and Orthodox). However, we
should not be limited by focusing only on the noted regions, because the regional differentiation of
Ukraine includes such major areas as the Centre and the South, with have common and different
political, economic, cultural features of East and West. It should be noted that the regional
differences of Ukraine had been formed before there was a state. There is interdependence of
political and regional identities and the impact of the external factors on the formation of the
regional identities.

Such way, the regionalism, understood as a political ideology and strategy of the elites, is
aimed at the redistribution of the forces between the “center” and “periphery”. In recent decades,
the new forms of regional political relations and institutions appear, the construction and
interpretation of which is making trough the metaphor of “project approach”, in terms of “region-
building”, “horizontal forms of cooperation between the partners”, “flexibility”, “networking
concept”, “decentralization”. In the successful regionalization there seen a basis for the institutional
embodiment of the political principle of the decentralization (in the case of Ukraine) or federalism.
In the center of the “new regionalism” there are such types of areas, where the nation-States are no
longer the main and the only actors, which define the rules of the cooperation and the integration.
The “Traditional” regionalism was aimed at the solving of clearly defined functional tasks in the
areas of the economy or safety. The “new” regionalism is much more multidimensional: it includes
both aspects as the economical and the political, as the social and the cultural.
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THO®OPMAIIIMHA TA TYMAHITAPHA ATPECIS SIK BABHAUYAJIbHA CYYACHA
3ATPO3A YKPATHCBKIN JEP)KABHOCTI

Cmammio npuceaueHo axKkmyaibHOMy NUMAHHIO NOAIMUYHOL meopii ma Npakmuku —
0ocniddceHHI0 THhopMayitiHol ma 2ymaHimapHoi azpecii, media-mepopuzmy, sIK BUSHAYATIbHUX CKAA00BUX
CYUHACHUX MIJICHAYIOHATbHUX KOHIIKMIB, AKI Cmanu NOPoOd*CeHHAM IHGopmayitinoi enobanizayii ma ece
Oinblle BUKTUKAIOMb MPUBOSY | 3AHENOKOEHHA 1 NOMPeOYIomMb 0emalbHO20 3 SCY8AHHA IX MONCIUBUX
Hacnioxie ons Yxpainu.

Knrouosi cnosa: inghopmayiiina sitina,cymanimapha acpecis, media-mepopusm, 2iopudHa iliHa,
acumempuyHa eilHa, iHGoOpMayitiHO-NCUXONOSTUHULL BNIUS.

NHOOPMALNOHHASA U TYMAHUTAPHASA ATPECCHUSA KAK

OINPEJIEJISIIOIIAS YT PO3A YKPAMHCKOM T'OCYIAPCTBEHHOCTH

Cmamus noceésawjena aKkmyaibHOMy 6ONpPOCY NOIUMUYECKOU meopuu U NPaAKmuku —
UCCLe0068AHUI0  UHPOPMAYUOHHOU U  2YMAHUMAPHOU — azpeccul, meoua-meppopusmd, Kax
onpeoensoweli CoCmagisaioujell CO8PEMEHHbIX MeHCOYHAYUOHANbHBIX KOH(IUKMO8, KOMOopas cmaid
nopoodicoenueM  UHGOPMAYUOHHOU  2nobanuzayuu U 6ce Oonee  6bi3bleAeN Mpesocy U
00€CNOKOEHHOCb U HYHCOAemcs 8 OemalbHOM BbIACHEHUU UX BO03MONCHBIX NOCIeOCMBUll OJis
Yxpaunot.

Knioueevte cnosa: ungopmayuonnas 6oUHA, 2YMAHUMAPHAS ASPeCccusi, Meoua-meppopusm,
UOPUOHASL BOUIHA, ACUMMEMPUYHASL BOUHA, UHPOPMAYUOHHO-NCUXONO2UYECKOE GTIUSHUE.

INFORMATION AND HUMANITARIAN AGGRESSION AS THE DEFINING
THREATS UKRAINIAN STATEHOOD

The article is devoted the pressing question of political theory and practice — research of
informative and humanitarian aggression, medias-terrorism, as determining constituent of modern
medxcoynayuonanvuvix conflicts, which became the generation of informative globalization and
more causes an alarm and disturbance and needs the detailed finding out of their possible
consequences for Ukraine.

Keywords: informative war, humanitarian aggression, medias-terrorism, hybrid war, asymmetric
war, informative and psychological influence.

AKTYyaJIbHICTh TEMHU CTarTl 0OyMOBJIEHA TOCTPOI0 MpPOOIeMOI0 3a0e3MeyeHHs] MPOBEACHHS
eMHOI iH(OopMalLiiHOT MOMITUKHU Ta (HOpMYBaHHS €UHOTO iHPOPMAIIIITHOTO TPOCTOPY Ha TepUTOPiT
cydyacHOi VYKpaiHM B yMOBax ecKajalii 3arpo3, IO IOCTajd Tepea HAIIoK JACpP)KaBOI B
ryMaHiTapHii  cdepi, HEOOXIJHICTIO MpPOBEAEHHS aHam3y ocoOiMBocTed  iH(pOpMaIliiHO-
TpoIaraHJMCTChKOI BU3HAYAIbHOI CKIIaJ0BOI Cy4acHUX BIMH Ha Mpukiiaail arpecii Pocilicbkoi denepartii B
Vipaini. [ToniTnuna, ekoHOMIYHA Ta iH(OpMaliiHa He3aIeXHICTh BIAMOBIIAE iIHTEpecaM Oy/Ib-sSKoi
nepkaBu. ToXX OYEBHAHO, IO BIAMOBLAMIO HA TUIOBY IS Cy4YaCHUX MDKHApPOIHUX BIJIHOCHH
CUTYallil0 TMEepMaHEeHTHOi arpecii B iH¢opmamiiiHiii cdepi mMae OyTH CTBOPEHHS KOMILUIEKCHOT
JIep’KaBHOI CUCTEMU 1H(POPMAITIMHO-TICUXOJIOTIYHOT OE3IEeKH, 1[0 HUHI € HaI3BUYaiHO aKTyaJIbHUM,
30KpemMa, 1 i YKpaiHu.



