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Sidorenko N. Foreign and Native Opinion about Meaning of Terms “National
Minority” and “Ethnic Minority”

Article is devoted to analyze existing approaches to definition terms “national
minority” and “ethnic minority”. Historical, juristic and sociological aspects of the problem
were studied. There is no common opinion about definition of the term “national minority” in
modern global theory and practice.

Was determined the meaning of the term “national minority” on base of structural
and systematical approaches.

Correlation of the terms “national minority” and “ethnic minority” was determined.
To define terms two approaches was used: the first – identification of terms “national minority”
and “ethnic minority, synonymy of their using; the second – differentiation on base of concept
and term, according to it terms “national minority” and “ethnic minority” are studied in
accordance with terms “Ethnos” and “Nation”.

Distinctive features were determined on base of analysis, they are basic parts of
definition “national minority”. Was studied following features: quantitative feature, feature
“not domination”, existence of citizenship, temporal feature, feature of originality, ethnic
solidarity. Meaning of each feature and scholars opinions about appropriateness of using
these features in process of definition the status of national minority was determined. It was
proved, during definition term “national minority” each of features cannot be used absolutely
only, they must be used with other features including every particular situation.

As result of research, considering main features of term “national minority”, author
proposed his own definition of the term.

Key words: minority, national minority, ethnic minority, ethnic group.


