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Hydrogen peroxide as a chain transfer agent in the radical diene
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Analysis of chain termination in the radical polymerization of dienes in solutions of alcohols initiated
by hydrogen peroxide has shown that chain termination is accomplished by chain transfer to initiator,
rather than by recombination of macroradicals. This conclusion is made on the basis of calculations
of the rates of chain termination by both paths, carried out using our own and published data on the
rate constants of macroradical reactions and comparing them with data on the functionality of
oligodienes by hydroxyl groups. The problem of reactivity of hydroxyl radicals formed in the chain
transfer on hydrogen peroxide molecule is discussed. The reaction rate of the hydroxyl radical with
double bond of the oligomer, which proceeds with the formation of allylic radical in the chain, is
estimated from the rate constants of similar reactions in methyl methacrylate and α-methyl styrene.
The peculiarity of this reaction is determined by the high activity of hydroxyl radicals and nonselectivity
of their interactions in the system, which leads to the chain transfer to the oligomer. Thus, in this
system, hydrogen peroxide acts simultaneously as a polymerization initiator and a chain transfer
agent, which leads to the termination of macroradicals with forming a terminal hydroxyl group.
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Hydrogen peroxide (HP) as the initiator of radical po-
lymerization is very promising because of its potential to
replace common initiators such as peroxides and hydroper-
oxides [1]. It has a number of advantages over these initi-
ators: low cost, ecological friendliness, low molecular
weight, which allows reducing its consumption as initia-
tor. In addition, HP introduces terminal hydroxyl groups
into polymers, which is very important for the production
of reactive oligomers, in particular hydroxyl-containing
oligodienes (HTPB).

In spite of the dignities of HP as initiator, its use in the
radical polymerization has been widely used only at the
polymerization of water soluble monomers. In this case
initiation comes true by hydroxyl radicals, generated by
oxidation-reduction systems of the Fenton reagent type
[2]. This mechanism will not be realized in non-aqueous
media with low polarity. It is considered [3, p. 37], that at
heating there is a homolytic decomposition of HP on two
hydroxyl radicals. However, this process at the tempera-
tures of polymerization (at least to 150 °Ñ) does not take
place because of high bond dissociation energy of Î-Î in
the HP molecule [4, 5]. Before [6, 7] the mechanism of the
generation of the primary radicals in the diene-HP-sol-
vent triple complex was proposed. This mechanism re-
quires that the chain termination is accomplished not by
recombination of macroradicals, as occurs in the polym-
erization of dienes with other initiators, but by chain trans-
fer to the initiator HP. In carrying out the polymerization

in alcoholic solutions, oligomers with two terminal hy-
droxyl groups are formed, as at recombination of macro-
radicals, however, every fourth hydroxyl group is intro-
duced into oligodiene by a hydroxyl-containing fragment
of an alcohol. Such a mechanism is realized only when
polymerization is initiated by two different radicals, one
of which is alcoholic, and chain transfer of both macro-
radicals to HP with the formation of terminal hydroxyl
groups. This mechanism was confirmed by the polymeri-
zation of isoprene in labeled 14C alcohols [6]. In this paper,
we present evidence of this mechanism, based on the anal-
ysis of kinetic data in the polymerization of isoprene, ob-
tained by us and given in the literature.

Chain transfer to an initiator in radical polymerization
is known [8, p. 62–63]. Thus, diacyl peroxides are prone to
decompose when they are attacked by a radical. The at-
tack goes to one of oxygen atoms of the peroxide group.
This reaction is especially important at high monomer
conversions when the ratio of an initiator concentration
to a monomer increases, as well as in the oligomerization
reactions, when the high ratio is initially set. In some cas-
es, for example, in the polymerization of styrene with ben-
zoyl peroxide, this pathway is the main way of chain ter-
mination. It was established in [9] that in the case of pho-
topolymerization of vinyl acetate at 20 °C in the presence
of HP transfer to HP is dominated in the chain termination
reaction. Kirsch et al. [10, 11] showed that the chain termi-
nation in the radical polymerization of vinyl pyrrolidone
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in the isopropyl alcohol (IPA) solution initiated by dini-
trile of azo-bis-isobutyric acid, in the presence of HP in
the polymerization system, is linear, that is, there is no
recombination of macroradicals. This property of HP bas-
es on its action as a regulator of molecular weight in the
radical polymerization of vinyl pyrrolidone [12]. The au-
thors of [9–11] believe that the chain transfer to HP is
carried out by abstracting a hydrogen atom to form an
inactive perhydroxy radical. In our paper [13] it was shown
that in the polymerization of butadiene, the transfer to HP
with both macroradicals and hydroxyl radicals is enthalpi-
cally much more advantageous to peroxide bond than
abstraction of a hydrogen atom. The value of the stand-
ard enthalpy of the reaction of polybutadiene macroradi-
cals with HP is 19,7 kJ / mol when a hydrogen atom is
abstracted, and -107,9 kJ / mol when the hydroxyl group
is done through peroxide bond.

Macroradicals are formed upon initiation of polymer-
ization and subsequent chain growth:

ÍÎMn•  + M → ÍÎMn+1• ,
and are consumed in reactions (2) and (3). The chain ter-
mination during the radical polymerization of dienes with
typical radical initiators is carried out almost completely
by the recombination of macroradicals:

ÍÎMm•  + ÍÎMn•  → ÍÎMm+nÎÍ.
The chain transfer reaction to the HP takes the form:

ÍÎMn•  + ÍÎÎÍ → ÍÎMnÎÍ + • ÎÍ.
 We assume that the chain termination in this system

is carried out only by the second way (equation (3). We
note at once that the chain transfer to other components
of this system is unimportant: the chain transfer constants
at 90 °C to monomer Ctr = 0,6·10-4 (the value of the chain
transfer constant to dienes is close to this value for sty-
rene ([14, p. 192]) and to IPA (Ctr = 3·10-4) are insignificant
and do not have a noticeable effect on the molecular pa-
rameters of oligodienes. The transfer reaction to polymer
at low monomer conversions are neglected. The values
of interest to us the rate constants for isoprene polymer-
ization are given in Table 1.

The rate constant of the chain transfer by the macro-
radical to HP ktr was calculated from the data of Ref. [16]
by the value of the chain transfer constant to polymer in
the isoprene polymerization Ñtr = ktr / kp = 0,215. The cal-
culations given below were carried out for the polymeri-
zation of isoprene under the following conditions: [M] =
3,60 mol l-1, [I] = 0,60 mol·l-1, solvent IPA, and temperature
90 °C. The initial velocity V0 = 3,576·10-5 mol·l-1·s-1 is taken

from our work on polymerization of isoprene at 90 °Ñ in
IPA solution [17, Table 2].

The reaction rates (1–3) are:
- chain propagation

Vp = kp[M][Ð• ]
- chain termination by macroradical recombination:

Vt = kr[Ð• ]2

- chain termination by chain transfer by macroradical to
initiator HP:

Vtr = ktr[I][Ð• ].
Here, [M], [I], [P• ] are the concentrations of mono-

mer, initiator and macroradicals, kp, kr and ktr are the rate
constants of the chain propagation, the chain termination
by recombination and chain transfer to HP.

Let us compare the rates of the parallel reactions of
macroradicals: the chain termination by recombination (5)
and the chain termination by transfer to HP (6). To do this,
it is necessary to know the concentration of macroradi-
cals [P• ]. It can be found from the initiation rate wi, which
was found from the radical polymerization equation:
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 we find wi =

4,825·10-7 mol·l-1·s-1. Since the initiation rate in the station-
ary state is equal to the termination rate, and the termina-
tion occurs parallel by the recombination of macroradi-
cals Vr and the chain transfer to initiator Vtr, then:

wi = Vr + Vtr = kr[Ð• ]2 + ktr [I][Ð• ].
Substituting the known values, we obtain the quad-

ratic equation for [Ð• ]:
4,825·10-7 = 1,33·108 [Ð• ]2 + 35,4×0,6[Ð• ],

from which we find the concentration of macroradicals
[Ð• ] = 2,02·10-8 mol·l-1.

Now you can find the both termination rates. The chain
termination by chain transfer to HP:

Vtr = 35,4×  2,02·10-8 ×  0,6 = 4,284·10-7,
and the chain termination by macroradical combination:

Vt = 1,33·108× (2,02·10-8)2 = 5,410·10-8.
The ratio Vtr/ Vt = 4,306·10-7/ 5,465·10-8 = 7,92, i.e. the

portion of the chain termination by the chain transfer to
HP is 7,92 / 8,92 = 0,89. It follows from the calculation that
the chain termination by recombination of macroradicals

Reaction Rate constant 
 Value, l·mol-1·s-1 Literature 

(1) Chain propagation  kp, = 164,50 
[15]  (2) Chain termination by macroradical 

recombination kr = 1,33·108 

(3) Chain transfer to HP* ktr = 0,215×164,50 = 35,4 [16] 
*120 °C 

Table 1.  The reaction rate constants for polymerization of isoprene at 90 °C

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)
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is not predominant, in contrast to the polymerization of
dienes with other initiators. Although this calculation is
approximate due to the approximate evaluation of the trans-
fer constant to HP ktr, and non-ideal character of polymer-
ization, the basic conclusion about the role of chain trans-
fer to initiator is beyond doubt.

With the detected fraction of the chain termination by
chain transfer to HP, the functionality by the label should
be somewhat greater than 0,5, since some of macroradi-
cals will join together, giving the functionality of the mac-
romolecules by label equal to 1. However, the high con-
centration of HP and the low concentration of macrorad-
icals (their ratio is 0,6 / 2,02·10-8 ≈  3,0·107) leads to the fact
that the macroradicals react with HP, not having time to
meet each other. In addition, the extremely high the chain
transfer constant to HP (almost 400 times higher than to
methanol and 120 times higher than that to tert-pentanol
containing the methine unit [16]) makes the reaction with
HP even more probable.

The question of the fate of the hydroxyl radicals
formed in reaction (3) arises. These radicals can attack
any of the molecules present in the system: monomer,
oligomer, initiator HP, solvent IPA. The rate constants of
the corresponding reactions are given in Table. 2.

The rate constant of the interaction of a hydroxyl rad-
ical with polyisoprene is unknown. It proceeds mainly
with the abstraction of a hydrogen atom from the a-meth-
ylene group with respect to a double bond (mainly in the
vinyl units) to form water and an allyl radical [13]. In a-
methylstyrene and MMA, when the hydroxyl radical re-
acts with the methyl group, a hydrogen abstraction rate
constant with formation of an allyl radical is about 6% of
the rate constant of the addition of the radical to a double
bond [21]. For polyisoprene, the reaction from the data of
this work is: ktr = 0,06 × 41,2·109 = 2,47·109 l·mol-1·s-1. From
the data of Table 2 a hydroxyl radical in the gas phase
(and in the first approximation in solution [8, p. 26]) reacts
with isoprene, oligomer, IPA and HP with the rate con-
stants ratio 3800: 230: 300: 1, respectively. It follows that
the reaction of the hydroxyl radical induced decomposi-
tion of HP does not take place. The hydroxyl radicals should
mainly be spent in the reactions with the monomer (88 %),
oligomer (~ 5 %) and IPA (~ 7 %). Indeed, the chain trans-
fer reaction to IPA by attacking by the hydroxyl radical
goes to a very low degree: it turns out to be only about 2
% of the product of this reaction acetone. So, formed on

the reaction (3) the hydroxyl radicals should primarily be
spent to reinitiate the polymerization by reaction with re-
maining monomer. In this case, two free hydroxyl radicals
must remain of each three HP molecules (one HP molecule
goes to initiate two initial chains, two others react with
macroradicals). If both hydroxyl radicals are spent for rein-
itiation, the number of labels should be not 1 of 4, but 1 of
6, that is, the number-average functionality by the label
should be not 0,5, but 0,33. Since the experiment with la-
beled alcohols reliably showed the first value, it must be
recognized that the hydroxyl radicals, which formed after
the chain termination on HP, are spent not on reinitiation,
but on other reactions, possibly on the oxidation of the
components and on the chain transfer to oligomer. This is
confirmed by low efficiency of initiation in this process:
for HP this value is 0,2–0,3 [22]. A hydroxyl radical, being
very active and non-specific chemically, is limited in dif-
fusion. On this occasion, Denisov writes: “A hydroxyl
radical lives for a very short time because of its high chem-
ical activity and therefore can not migrate to a sufficiently
large distance” [23, p.67]. According to Denisov, the time
of his life, is 6·10-9 s, which is comparable with the ampli-
tude of rapid vibrations of CH2-groups in polyethylene.
Therefore, the object of his attack may be each molecule
that is nearby, and the above ratio is not realized. The
number of attacks of the hydroxyl radical is determined
only by the partial, that is, by the molar concentration of
monomer, initiator and alcohol, not by the rate constants
with these substances. In the initial mixture, they are 3,6;
0,6 and 7,9 mol l-1; with the conversion the concentration
of monomer and initiator decrease, the alcohol concentra-
tion practically remains constant, and the concentration
of oligomer increases. After conversion of monomer of 50
%, a rapid increase in the oligomer functionality begins
[24]. Apparently, the reaction of chain transfer to polymer
by hydroxyl radicals formed at termination of macroradi-
cals on HP is predominant at high conversions of the
monomer.

Thus, the experimental data and the model calcula-
tions given above show that the chain termination in the
diene-HP-IPA system is carried out by chain transfer car-
ried out by macroradicals to an initiator HP. This conclu-
sion requires a in-depth study of the chain transfer reac-
tions in this specific system where HP acts as initiator
and the chain transfer agent simultaneously.

Reaction Substance  Rate constant, l mol-1 s-1 Literature 
1 Isoprene  41.2·109 18 
2 Oligoisoprene 2.47·109 Our calculation 
3 HP 2.7·107 19 
4 IPA 3.30·109 20 

 

Table 2. Rate constants of hydroxyl radical reactions at 90 °C
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Ïåðîêñèä âîäíþ ÿê àãåíò ïåðåäà÷³ ëàíöþãà â ðåàêö³¿ ïîë³ìåðèçàö³¿ ä³ºí³â

Â.Ï. Áîéêî, Â.Ê. Ãðèùåíêî

²íñòèòóò õ³ì³¿ âûñîêîìîëåêóëÿðíèõ ñïîëóê ÍÀÍ Óêðà¿íè
48, Õàðê³âñüêå øîñå, Êè¿â, 02160, Óêðà¿íà

Àíàë³ç ðåàêö³¿ îáðèâó ëàíöþã³â ó ðàäèêàëüí³é ïîë³ìåðèçàö³¿ ä³ºí³â â ðîç÷èíàõ ñïèðò³â, ³í³ö³éîâàíî¿
ïåðîêñèäîì âîäíþ, ïîêàçàâ, ùî îáðèâ ëàíöþã³â çä³éñíþºòüñÿ ïåðåäà÷åþ ëàíöþãà íà ³í³ö³àòîð,
à íå ðåêîìá³íàö³ºþ ìàêðîðàäèêàë³â. Öåé âèñíîâîê çðîáëåíî íà ï³äñòàâ³ ðîçðàõóíê³â øâèäêîñòåé
îáðèâó ëàíöþãà îáîìà øëÿõàìè, ïðîâåäåíèõ ç âèêîðèñòàííÿì âëàñíèõ ³ ë³òåðàòóðíèõ äàíèõ ïî
êîíñòàíòàõ øâèäêîñòåé ðåàêö³é ìàêðîðàäèêàë³â ³ ïîð³âíÿííÿ ¿õ ç äàíèìè ôóíêö³îíàëüíîñò³
îë³ãîä³ºí³â ïî ã³äðîêñèëüíèõ ãðóïàõ. Îáãîâîðåíî ïèòàííÿ ðåàêö³éíî¿ çäàòíîñò³ ã³äðîêñèëüíèõ
ðàäèêàë³â, ùî óòâîðþþòüñÿ â àêò³ ïåðåäà÷³ ëàíöþãà íà ìîëåêóëó ïåðîêñèäó âîäíþ. Øâèäê³ñòü
ðåàêö³¿ ã³äðîêñèëüíîãî ðàäèêàëà ç ïîäâ³éíèì çâ’ÿçêîì îë³ãîìåðó, ÿêà â³äáóâàºòüñÿ ç óòâîðåííÿì
àë³ëüíîãî ðàäèêàëà â ëàíöþç³, îö³íåíà ïî êîíñòàíòàõ øâèäêîñòåé àíàëîã³÷íèõ ðåàêö³é â
ìåòèëìåòàêðèëàò³ ³ α-ìåòèëñòèðîë³. Îñîáëèâ³ñòü ö³º¿ ðåàêö³¿ âèçíà÷àºòüñÿ âèñîêîþ
àêòèâí³ñòþ ã³äðîêñèëüíèõ ðàäèêàë³â ³ íåñåëåêòèâíèõ ¿õ âçàºìîä³é ó ñèñòåì³, ùî ïðèâîäèòü äî
ïðîò³êàííÿ ïåðåäà÷³ ëàíöþãà íà îë³ãîìåð. Îòæå, â ö³é ñèñòåì³ ïåðîêñèä âîäíþ âèñòóïàº
îäíî÷àñíî â ðîë³ ³í³ö³àòîðà ïîë³ìåðèçàö³¿ ³ àãåíòà ïåðåäà÷³ ëàíöþãà, ÿêèé ïðèâîäèòü äî îáðèâó
ìàêðîðàäèêàë³â ç óòâîðåííÿì ê³íöåâî¿ ã³äðîêñèëüíî¿ ãðóïè.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ðàäèêàëüíà ïîë³ìåðèçàö³ÿ ä³ºí³â, HTPB; ïåðîêñèä âîäíþ, îáðûâ ëàíöþãà, ïåðåäà÷à ëàíöþãà.

Ïåðîêñèä âîäîðîäà êàê àãåíò ïåðåäà÷è öåïè â ðåàêöèè ïîëèìåðèçàöèè
äèåíîâ

Â.Ï. Áîéêî, Â.Ê. Ãðèùåíêî

Èíñòèòóò õèìèè âûñîêîìîëåêóëÿðíûõ ñîåäèíåíèé ÍÀÍ Óêðàèíû
48, Õàðüêîâñêîå øîññå, Êèåâ, 02160, Óêðàèíà

Àíàëèç ðåàêöèè îáðûâà öåïåé â ðàäèêàëüíîé ïîëèìåðèçàöèè äèåíîâ â ðàñòâîðàõ ñïèðòîâ,
èíèöèèðîâàííîé ïåðîêñèäîì âîäîðîäà, ïîêàçàë, ÷òî îáðûâ öåïåé îñóùåñòâëÿåòñÿ ïåðåäà÷åé
öåïè íà èíèöèàòîð, à íå ðåêîìáèíàöèåé ìàêðîðàäèêàëîâ. Ýòîò âûâîä ñäåëàí íà îñíîâàíèè
ðàñ÷åòîâ ñêîðîñòåé îáðûâà öåïè îáîèìè ïóòÿìè, ïðîâåäåííûõ ñ èñïîëüçîâàíèåì ñîáñòâåííûõ
è ëèòåðàòóðíûõ äàííûõ ïî êîíñòàíòàì ñêîðîñòåé ðåàêöèé ìàêðîðàäèêàëîâ è ñðàâíåíèÿ èõ ñ
äàííûìè ïî ôóíêöèîíàëüíîñòè îëèãîäèåíîâ ïî ãèäðîêñèëüíûì ãðóïïàì. Îáñóæäåí âîïðîñ
ðåàêöèîííîé ñïîñîáíîñòè ãèäðîêñèëüíûõ ðàäèêàëîâ, îáðàçóþùèõñÿ â àêòå ïåðåäà÷è öåïè íà
ìîëåêóëó ïåðîêñèäà âîäîðîäà. Ñêîðîñòü ðåàêöèè ãèäðîêñèëüíîãî ðàäèêàëà ñ äâîéíîé ñâÿçüþ
îëèãîìåðà, êîòîðàÿ ïðîòåêàåò ñ îáðàçîâàíèåì àëëèëüíîãî ðàäèêàëà â öåïè, îöåíåíà ïî
êîíñòàíòàì ñêîðîñòåé àíàëîãè÷íûõ ðåàêöèé â ìåòèëìåòàêðèëàòå è α-ìåòèëñòèðîëå.
Îñîáåííîñòü ýòîé ðåàêöèè îïðåäåëÿåòñÿ âûñîêîé àêòèâíîñòüþ ãèäðîêñèëüíûõ ðàäèêàëîâ è
íåñåëåêòèâíîñòüþ èõ âçàèìîäåéñòâèé â ñèñòåìå, ÷òî ïðèâîäèò ê ïðîòåêàíèþ ïåðåäà÷è öåïè
íà îëèãîìåð. Òàêèì îáðàçîì, â äàííîé ñèñòåìå ïåðîêñèä âîäîðîäà âûñòóïàåò îäíîâðåìåííî â
ðîëè èíèöèàòîðà ïîëèìåðèçàöèè è àãåíòà ïåðåäà÷è öåïè, êîòîðîé ïðèâîäèò ê îáðûâó
ìàêðîðàäèêàëîâ ñ îáðàçîâàíèåì êîíöåâîé ãèäðîêñèëüíîé ãðóïïû.
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