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ing, the subject and methodology of historical and legal science, the formation of national 
sociology and the philosophy of law was conditioned, �rst of all, by the need to understand the 
prospects of the development of historical and legal science from the position of such areas 
of post-classical philosophy as socio-cultural paradigm, totalology, synergetics, and others.

The article summarizes the articles, essays, reports of the researcher 2002–2018, devoted 
to the problems of lawunderstanding, the subject and methodology of historical-legal science, 
the formation of national sociology and the philosophy of law. The processes of formation and 
transformation of law from the standpoint of modern philosophical discourses are analyzed. 
The modern process of structuring the object of law science is considered, the subject �eld of 
historical-law science is outlined and the prospects of its development are determined. The 
concept of «source of law» in the works of domestic sociologists of the law of the end of the 
XIX – beginning of the XX century was investigated. The role and place in the system of sources 
of law of the Ukrainian SSR of the post-war period of joint acts of the government and public 
organizations were explored. The author’s vision of the content and essence of the rule of law 
principle is also proposed. An attempt was made to comprehend the genesis of the legal world 
outlook in the process of transforming morality and the formation of a liberal outlook.

The author emphasizes the relevance of the study of the problems of the historiosophy of 
law, which, in our opinion, covers important issues that are part of the subject both in the his-
tory of law and in the philosophy of law. The historiosophonic cut of the genesis of European 
law will more objectively re�ect the peculiarities of the Ukrainian legal system and the content 
of national Ukrainian law.

Key words: history of law, historiosophy of law, methodology of historical-legal science, 
subject of historical-legal science, system of sources of law, lawunderstanding, subject of his-
torical-legal science, natural and positive law.
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V. T. Okipniuk. State therapy as a element of totalitary governance system in Ukraine 
in 1929-1953.

Characterized by the concept of state terror and its institutional and legal mechanism 
during the totalitarian regime. The ideological substantiation, legal and organizational com-
ponents of the mechanism of state terror are analyzed. The peculiarities of the Soviet state 
terror in Ukraine are determined.

Key words: state terror, the mechanism of state terror, totalitarian regime, repression.
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V. T. Okipniuk. State therapy as a element of totalitary governance system in Ukraine 
in 1929-1953.

The article describes the concept of state terror and its institutional and legal mechanism 
during the period of the totalitarian regime in Ukraine. In particular, it is determined that 
under the state terror it is to be understood that the system of punitive, violent measures car-
ried out and provided by the state authorities is illegal, are observed on a mass scale, aimed 
at physical destruction of persons, deprivation or restriction of their will or other signi�cant 
violation of their fundamental (fundamental ) of rights and freedoms in order to intimidate the 
broad masses of the population and achieve total control over society for the maintenance of 
undemocratic power.

The mechanism of state terror in Ukraine in the period of totalitarianism included a com-
plex of ideological, normative and institutional elements - ideological guides and political 
decisions of the higher party and state leadership of the USSR and the USSR, material and 
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procedural legal norms regulating the use of state coercion, and the system of organizational 
structures that provided the application of these guidelines and norms. The ideological sub-
stantiation, legal and organizational components of the mechanism of state terror are ana-
lyzed. It is noted that the political and legal basis of state terror was expressed by J.V. Stalin’s 
postulate of “the exacerbation of the class struggle” and the changes made through its prism 
to the criminal, criminal-procedural and administrative legislation.

It is noted that these changes opened the space for mass repression and became the ba-
sis for the illegal activity of punitive bodies, which were an organizational component of the 
mechanism of state terror. The basis that ensured the internal unity of all punitive bodies in the 
repression was the party structures.

It has been proved that all the links of the Soviet punitive system were involved in re-
pressive measures. This provided for the scale of repressions, their total character, depriving 
citizens of the possibilities to protect their rights and freedoms. It is determined that the pe-
culiarities of the Soviet state terror in Ukraine were its wave-like nature, in which the peak of 
repression changed with periods of relative weakening of state punitive politics.

Key words: state terror, the mechanism of state terror, totalitarian regime, repression.
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