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Sheremet O. Legal Aid to the Population as Part of the General Social Crime

Prevention Measures by Local Governments
The article investigates the mandate and activities of the local self-government bodies in the field of

crime prevention in the part of the legal education of the population and legal assistance. In this regard,
reviewed the Law of Ukraine “About local government in Ukraine” as amended on 06/25/2016.

It is noted that the current crime causes considerable concern in society because of the stability
in the country, observance of the law, the law depends on the security of every citizen. The desire
to deeply understand the rapid process of criminalization, spreading serious crimes motivated by
self-defense, the desire to stabilize the country. We have many examples of citizens' associations
in self-defense and self-preservation, in particular through the cooperation of law enforcement
agencies and local authorities in combating crime.

Among the most important issues that must be addressed by local governments should be the issue of
law and order. Therefore, in Chapter 4, “The powers of district and regional councils” of the Act Part.1, art.
43 added with clause 36, which provides “information hearing prosecutors and heads of the National Police
of the state of law, the fight against crime, public safety and performance of the respective territory”.

In our opinion, sufficient space defined legal issue of public education and legal assistance
provided by local authorities. For example, Art. 38-1 “Powers in the provision of primary legal aid”
states that the executive should be given primary and secondary legal aid to the population of the
needs of the local community. Also, local authorities should be ensured coordination of institutions
of free primary legal aid in the territory of the administrative-territorial unit. In addition, it is
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necessary to review the written applications for legal aid and the provision of such assistance on
matters within their competence, in accordance with the law.

Local government agencies providing funding of free primary legal aid, monitoring the use of
funds by such institutions as intended, and interact with centers of free secondary legal assistance
and provide them assistance within its powers.

These measures, in our view, provide an opportunity not only to provide legal assistance to the
population, but also to raise the level of trust in local government and therefore also to the state.

Everything stated allows to state that we support the feasibility and the need for forming a
modern system of law enforcement capabilities of local governments.We believe legal assistance to
the population one of the important measures of general crime prevention in Ukraine, along with
legal education will contribute to raising the level of general and legal culture of population.
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