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THE ESSENCE OF THE CONCEPT “VALUE
ORIENTATION” OF PUPILS OF GROUPS OF
HUMANITARIAN DIRECTION IN OUT-OF-

SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

The essence of the concept “value orientation” of pupils of groups of
humanitarian direction in out-of-school educational institutions is defined
on the basis of theoretical analysis of scientific sources. Value orientation
has been found to be one of the most important structural components of
personality and system of personal values that is as an adequate indicator
of a developed personality. The problem of formation of value orientations
of children and youth is especially relevant in today’s social and economic
conditions, when there is a loss of moral and spiritual ideals of the
Ukrainian society. Despite the relatively wide study of the problem under
research, there is no single point of view on the definition of the notion “value
orientation” in scientific literature. However, the most significant feature of
value orientations is that they have some control over individual activity
that allows a person to relate personal needs, interests and goals with socially
important norms of society.

Keywords: value, value orientations, pupils, groups, humanitarian
direction, out-of-school educational institutions.

Transformation of political, social and economic organization
of Ukrainian society has led to a reassessment of personal values
by younger generations and changed their value orientations.
Value orientations significantly affect the way of thinking, lifestyle,
emotional processes. Only developed value orientations are a very
important indicator of maturity and development of personality, a
person’s attitude to the material and spiritual values, system settings,
self-regulation of behavior and so on. Transformation processes in
the value system of society mostly are reflected in the younger gen-
eration, who face the lack of clear social and moral values and is in
a psychological state of vagueness and demoralization [8, p. 236].
Therefore, nowadays there is an urgent need for psychological and
pedagogical science to educate the child on humanistic values.

Out-of-school education plays a special role in solving these
problems due to its being a social educational institute of educa-
tion and development of children and youth, an integral part of
educational space that promotes personal development, discloses a
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person’s creativity, cultivates socially significant qualities and forms
value and moral orientations [11, p. 17-18].

Analysis of recent publications shows that several scientists in
fields such as philosophy, sociology, cultural studies, psychology
and pedagogics have studied the problem of formation of value
orientations of personality. I. Kon, I. Istoshyn, A. Zdravomyslov,
M. Bobnieva, V. Vozdynska, T. Butkivska, N. Ishchuk and other sci-
entists have revealed the sociological aspect in the study of value
orientations. Scientific researchers L. Arkhangelskyi, M. Kagan,
V. Sagatovskyi, V. Sivers and others have defined the concept of
“value orientation” of personality. Psychological mechanisms and
technologies providing formation of values have been presented
in the studies of K. Abulkhanova-Slavskaia, I. Bekh, L. Bozhov-
ich, M. Boryshevskyi, B. Bratus, I. Goian, Z. Karpenko, L. Kober-
nik, O. Nauchytel, O. Podolska, S. Rubinshtein et al. L. Kryveha,
M. Kuznetsov, M. Lapin, V. Lutai, and M. Nykandrov have devoted
their research to the role of values in modern society. Formation of
value orientations as a pedagogical problem has been revealed by
I. Artiukhov, V. Driapik, I. Ziaziun and O. Dokukina, O. Kononko,
M. Krasovytskyi, I. Pidlasyi, R. Skulskyi, O. Sukhomlinska.

However, the problem of formation of value orientations of
pupils in out-of- school educational institutions has been insuf-
ficiently developed. Therefore, the topicality of this issue and the
necessity for improving out-of-school education have stipulated
this study.

The purpose of this research is an analysis of theoretical
approaches to the definition of “value orientation” of pupils of
groups of humanitarian direction in out-of-school educational
institutions.

Review of modern scientific sociological, psychological and
pedagogical literature suggests that the definition of “value orienta-
tion” is rather polysemantic.

For the first time the concept of “value orientation” was intro-
duced in social science by William I. Thomas and E Znaniecki in
the second half of the XX century.

Milton Rokeach has made the most important contribution to
the study of the phenomenon of value. He paid his attention to the
fact that the number of basic human values is limited, so the sci-
entists are able to empirically study a persons value orientations.
Values and value orientations are strictly organized and arranged
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in a hierarchical system. All people and social groups in any society
have the same values, which differ only in the levels of personal
significance and necessity.

Social psychologists understood the concept “value orienta-
tion”, firstly, as “ideological, political, moral, aesthetic and other
foundations of a person’s assessments of reality and orientation
in it”. Later, it was defined as “the way a person differentiates the
objects after their significance” [1, p. 10].

In fact, I. Kon has considered that the value orientation is a
whole system of attitudes. He has emphasized that value orientation
leads to people’s thoughts, their life goals and aspirations, solutions
to some important problems.

We should emphasize that the notions “value” and “value ori-
entations” are different in the sociological research. In the scien-
tific works of L. Antilogova and I. Popova values are generalized
notions, which act as common ideals and stereotypes of social and
individual consciousness. Values act as ideal criteria for evaluation
and orientation of the individual and society. According to I. Surina
studies, values are a reflection of a human’s values in consciousness.
She defined “values” as strategic goals in life and general ideologi-
cal orientations that are formed on the basis of relations, personal
experience with society prevalent in the culture samples. Therefore,
the concept of value orientation is wider than the concept of values,
because it is based on a “structural link between the proper value
and a value-oriented person” [10, p. 3].

From the psychological point of view, value orientation is a
component of personality structure that reflects the experience
which a person has gained in individual development. Value orien-
tation is the core of consciousness that causes individual decisions
about important life issues.

Psychological dictionary defines “value orientation” as a basic
unit for decision-making and regulation of behavior [9, p. 584].
In Ukrainian pedagogical dictionary value orientation has been
shown as a “selective, relatively stable system of directional interests
and needs of personality, focused on a particular aspect of social
values” 2, p. 357].

Quite similar interpretations of this category are presented
in the “Encyclopedia of Education’, but they are more expanded.
“Value orientations (French “orientation” - attitude) - a relatively
stable system of directional interests and needs of personality to a
certain hierarchy of social values in different significant situations, a
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way of distinguishing of personal phenomena and objects in terms
of their relevance to humans” [5, p. 991].

It should be emphasized that value orientation is one of the most
important structural components of personality. Researchers such
as V. Yadov, G. Zdravomyslova, G. Dvoretska have used a factorial
approach to define the concept “value orientations”. G. Dvoretska
has defined “value orientations” as a person’s perception of certain
values and their recognition as life goals or basic means to achieve
these goals, which is the most important factor that governs and
determines the person’s motivation and behavior [3, p. 213].

We agree with this definition of value orientations as a regulator
of vital motivation. However, such interpretation does not disclose
relations between the individual and social aspects in the structure
of value orientations.

In our opinion, A. Zdravomyslov’s definition of “value orienta-
tions” as important elements of the internal personal structure that
are fixed in a person’ life experience [6, p. 202] neither fully reveals
the mechanism of formation of value orientations.

The scientific heritage of A. Dontsov has focused on the cru-
cial role of social factors in the formation of value orientations. He
determines that value orientations are the meaningful attitudes
of personality, which he or she has understood in the process of
socialization and formulated in notions that society has proposed
[4, p. 12]. The scientist examines socialization not only as getting of
life experience, but also as a process of self-development, the result
of a person’s activity in society.

Studies of V. Alekseieva and A. Titarenko have represented
value orientations as values derived from community groups,
which limit the impact of the internal structure of personal values
on their formation. Because the person focuses not only on general
principles of society, but takes into account own needs when he or
she choose some values.

The interpretation of the concept “value orientation” has
been revealed more meaningfully in V. Yadov’s scientific works. The
scientist believes that value orientation is a complex that absorbs
the levels and forms of interrelations between social and individ-
ual in a person, certain forms of cooperation between internal and
external for personality, specific forms of personal awareness of
the surrounding world, own past, present and future, as well as the
essence of Self-personal” [12, p. 36].
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V. Shakhrai concludes in her studies that “value orientations”
are spiritual values expressed in ethical ideals, beliefs, principles,
feelings, which a person has understood and experienced perform-
ing behavioral, regulatory and projecting functions in his (her) life.

In the context of our study, we refer to the scientific results of
I. Bekh. He considers that the system of personal values is an ade-
quate indicator of a mature personality, who has been developing
with the help of such values. Moreover, a person owns these values
as personal qualities. The level of their possession should be high
enough to display them in real life. Personal growth depends on
whether a certain person is integrated into the generally accepted
system of spiritual values, to what degree his (her) spiritual con-
sciousness strengthens. This spiritual consciousness is an internal
instance in which this integration occurs as the process of social
norms becoming meaningful [1, p. 26].

On the one hand, psychological and educational research
focuses on the sustainability and social significance of values. On
the other hand, these studies aim at certain values in specific situ-
ations.

Each human being has a different set of life values. Some of
these values are crucial for personality, while others are insignifi-
cant. In other words, a hierarchy of values has been forming. This
system is dynamic and mobile, changing throughout life. Never-
theless, in general we can say that each person has a more or less
certain, though not always conscious, system of priorities that are
determined according to the type of personality.

Academician I. Bekh highlights that an advanced system
of values is an efficient carrier of moral norms. Due to this value
system, another person can rely on such carrier to solve his or her
own spiritual and practical problems, because he or she knows what
thing is significant, fixed, and lifelong, as well as what is derivative,
wasteful [1, p. 25].

We agree with the opinion of L. Kobernik that the system of
value orientations is extraordinary in professions of type “human-
human”. In this case, value orientations are getting the nature of a
central element in the structure of the professional world. These
professional activities are areas of existence and development of a
human’s values. It is here where the values of altruism and creativity,
attaching meaning to this activity, are implemented [8, p. 236]. In
this context, formation of value orientations of pupils of groups of
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humanitarian direction in out-of-school educational institutions
plays an important role for our research. As the professions of
the type “human-human” are just represented with groups of
humanitarian direction in out-of-school educational institutions.

Researcher Y. Klimov has a similar point of view in his scientific
achievements. He focuses on value orientations as an important
mechanism for the regulation of the profession. According to these
studies, each of the professional type has inherent contentand system
of values [7, p. 130]. Thus, the hierarchy of value orientations plays
a key role in formation of a person’s professional competence. It
is obvious that out-of-school educational institutions help children
and youth to choose their future jobs in their leisure time.

As the theoretical analysis of scientific literature testifies, value
orientations of pupils of groups of humanitarian direction in out-of-
school educational institutions are viewed as a system of directions
of interests and needs of the individual to a hierarchy of social values
in different considerable situations, a way of distinguishing personal
attitudes and objects in terms of their importance to personality.

The personality’s direction expresses one of the most important
characteristics that determine a persons social and moral value.
The content of this direction includes primarily dominant, socially
conditioned personal attitude to reality. Due to the personality’s
direction, value orientations are really represented in the active
human activity that should become a constant personal motive.

In conclusion, it should be mentioned that the problem of
formation of value orientations of children is particularly relevant
in today’s social and economic conditions, when there is a loss of
moral and spiritual orientations of Ukrainian society. The out-
of-school educational institution plays the determinative role in
solving this problem, owing to the fact that it is an institution of
development and education of pupils in their spare time. Despite
much research on values in the scientific literature, there is no
single point of view in defining the concept “value orientation”
yet. However, the most important feature of value orientations is
that they are a certain governor of a person’s activity, which allows
for correlation of personal needs, interests and goals with socially
important norms of society.

This theoretical analysis does not include all aspects of the
problem and requires further study. In particular, we need to prove
the pedagogical conditions of formation of value orientations
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of pupils of groups of humanitarian direction in out-of-school
educational institutions.
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A. E. boiiko

CyTHicTb MOHATTA “UiHHiCHi OpieHTaNii”
BIXOBAHIIiB B ITyPTKaX IyMaHiTAPHOTO HANPAMY
MO3AIKUTbHUX HABYA/TbHUX 3aKIa/I1B
InctutyT npo6nem Buxosanusa HAITH Ykpainu
(9 Byn. bepmuHcpkoro, Kuis, YKpa'iHag3

Y cmammi na ocHosi meopemu1Ho20 aHANI3y HAYKOBUX Oxcepest po3-
Kpumo cymmicmv nOHAMms “UiHHicHi opienmauyii” euxosanuie 6 zypm-
KAxX 2yMAaHimapHoz0 HANPAMY HNO3AUIKITOVHUX HABYANDHUX 3aK1A0I6.
Haczonoweno, wo npobnema $opmysanus yinHicHux opienmauiii dimeil
ma mono0di 0coOMUB0 AKMYANLHA 68 CbO2OOHIUUHIX COUIANLHO-eKOHOMIUHUX
YMOBAX, KOZU CNOCMEPieaemvCst 8MpPama MopanvHux i 0yxo8Hux ideanie
YKPAiHCLKO020 CYcninbcmead. 3°ac08amo, w0 yiHHicHi OpieHmauii € 00HUM
i3 HAUBANNUBIUMUX CMPYKMYPHUX KOMNOHEHIIB MOOUHU, d Cucmema
0COOUCMICHUX UiHHOCMETl BUCMYNAE A0eK8AMHUM THOUKAMOPOM PO36U-
HeHoi ocobucmocmi. Hesgaxaiouu Ha 8i0HOCHO WUPOKe 8UBUEHHS DOCTI-
Oxcysamoi npobnemu, ceped HAYK0BYi6 HeMAE EOUHO20 NOLISO0Y HA 8U3HA-
ueHHst “yinmicHoi opienmauii”. IIpome Hati@axnusiuio ocob6ausicmio
UiHHICHUX OpieHmauiii € me, W0 B0HU MAWMb OesKULl KOHMPOny HAd
iHOU8IdyanvHo1o OiANbHICNIO, WO 0d€ 0COOUCMOCII 3MO2Y NOEOHY8AMU
ocobucmi nompebu, inmepecu i Wini i3 COUIANLHO BANTTUBUMU HOPMAMU
cycninocmea. AKueHmosano Ha 0coonusiil poni no3auwKinoHol ocsimu y
opmysanHi YiHHICHUX opieHmayiil, OCKinvKY NO3AWKINOHULI HABYATD-
HUlL 3aK71A0 € BANTUBUM COUIATLHUM IHCMUMYMOM BUX08AHHS i PO36U-
mKy nidpocmar4oi 0coouUcmocmi, W0 CNPUsie POSKPUMMmI0 i meopuozo
nomeHyiany, UX08aHHI0 COUIANLHO 3HAUYUUX AKOCMel i HopMysarHIO
YIHHICHUX, MOPAJIbHUX OPIEHMUPIE.

Kntouosi cnoea: yinnicmo, 4iHHiCHI OpieEHMANil, 6UX06AHUT, 2yPMKU,
2YMAHIMAPHULL HANPAM, NO3AWKINILHUTI HABYATILHUTI 3AKIAO.

A. E. boiixo

CyIHOCTh HOHATHSA “IeHHOCTHbIE OPMEHTAIUN
BOCIMTAHHMKOB B KPYKKaX T[yMaHMTaPHOTO HANIPaB/IEeHIA
BHCIIKOJ/IbHDBIX y‘le HbIX y‘lpemneHI/m
MucturyT npobnem Bociutanms HanmoHanbHOT akageMun
Ieflarorn4eckyx HayK YkpanHsl (9 yin. bepnunckoro, Kues, YkpanHa)

Ha ocHose meopemuueckoeo amanu3a HAyuHbIX UCMOYHUKOS
DPACKPbIMA CYUHOCIY NOHAUS “UeHHOCIHbIE OPUEHMAYUY~ B0CHUMAH-
HUKOB 8 KPYHKAX 2YMAHUMAPHO20 HANPABIEHUST BHEUUKONILHBIX Y14eOHbIX
yupexcOenuil. BuisgcHeno, 4mo uyeHHOCMHble OpUeHMAauuu SITIOMCA
O0HUM U3 BANCHETIWUX CIPYKIMYPHBIX KOMNOHEHINO6 4esio6eKd, a CUc-
mema TUUHOCTNHBIX UEHHOCINeETl Bbicmynaem adeK8amHvim UHOUKAMOPOM
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paseumoti nuuHocmu. OmmeueHo, 4o 6HEUWKONbHOEe 00pa306aHie
uepaem 0cobyio pomv 68 POPMUPOBAHUU UEHHOCTHBIX OpUEHMAUUTE
nodpacmarnouiezo noKoIeHUs.

Knroueswvie cnosa: UeHHOCMb, UEeHHOCIHble OpUeHmauuu, 60CHu-

MAHHUKU, KPYHKU, YMAHUMAPHOe HANpAaseHue, 8HeUtKonvHoe y1ebHoe
yupesoerue.
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