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Greek and Latin Elements in Modern English, Ukrainian and Polish Vocabulary

The article studies the combining forms borrowed mainly from Greek and Latin autonomous words. Being
international units mentioned above word elements constantly enrich all languages. The work deals with the lingual
nature of combining forms, their structure and main issues connected with this word building category. Taking into
consideration the distributive properties of combining forms, their position in the word as well as their meaning the
following groups of combining forms are distinguished: monopositional and bipositional elements. Distributional
characteristics of the latter elements in modern English are analyzed. The examples of these Classic word elements with
the free and fixed position in the word model in modern Ukrainian and Polish are given.
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The general theoretical outline of the problem and its importance. Nowadays international
terminological units play an important role in the language of science and technology of many languages for
facilitating the development of scientific and technical ties between different countries. Furthermore,
scientists can build new words by means of such elements in a case when it’s impossible to build a new short
and precise term with a help of the national elements. International elements can be easily combined with
each other and contribute to the future word formation.

The procedure of classical words borrowing by the national terminologies was accompanied by a
process of demotivation and erasing of metaphors as well as semantic weakening of ties with etyma. A lot of
derivational elements gained specialization, universal scientific nature and international status on the basis of
ready Greek and Latin terms and the models of their formation. The following derivational units mainly of
classical origin such as: aero-, auto-, bio-, blast-, mega-, -logy, -phile, -phobe, -scope, which are called
«combining forms» (kom0inyBasbHi Gopmu) are the object of our study [1; 2; 3]. They are characterized not
only by the productivity, but also by high frequency in terminology. Today these elements become
subelements of modern English, Ukrainian and Polish vocabulary.

Combining forms have been the subject of the study of many linguists such as B. Bartkov,
R. Ziatkivska, O. Kubriakova, V. Novodranova, O. Smyrnytskyi, I. Potapova, M. Lavryk, L. Hmelyk etc, but
in modern literature there is no clear definition of their status. Opinions of scholars regarding the status of
these units are divided. Taking into consideration the difference in the morphemic classification of combining forms
these elements are treated as roots, special root morphemes, affixes, affixoids, base morphemes, elements
with special status, radixoids, international technical terms, and single words [4, p. 184].

There is no unique definition of the combining forms in the main glossaries of Modern English. For
example, ignoring the word-formative status of such items, the researchers believe they are similar to
morphemes that can occur only in compound words: hematology [5, p. 23].

The authors of the another dictionary emphasize the differentiation of the above mentioned items by
their location in a word: formants located in preposition belong to «combining forms»: Anglo-, aero-, hydro-;
formants in postposition belong to the suffix (suffixes): -androus, -ocracy, -gen, -gynous; to the endings or to
(endings): -grapher, -graphic, -lite, -logy; either to the terminal elements: -mancy, -lith, -manis, -meter; or the
combining elements: -phile, -phonous, -plasty [6, p. 10]. Not recognizing the word-formative status of these
units, some scholars believe that they belong to the related morphemes that can occur only in compound
words: hematology [7, p. 23].

These morphemes don’t have independent functional correlates as well as different functions in
language, various structural and semantic relations. All these approaches cause a lack of consensus on such
items. The thorough analysis of such formants is very important for the study of basic linguistic and non-
linguistic factors of both the national language and terminology, for the investigation of the main sources and
linguistic ways of the formation of new formative elements, of their system and functional characteristics.

Combining forms are the special root morphemes that can be found only in the derivatives and
compound words and in the units with terminological nature. They are regarded to be the minimal two-
dimensional formants with the specific distribution. These formants have particular terminological meaning
and can occupy different positions in the structure of the derivatives.
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As to the position in the structure of the words all combining forms can be divided into units with free
and fixed distribution. After analyzing of the factual material in terms of combining forms correlativity with
independent words, the nature of lexical meaning, distribution characteristics the formants with free position
in the word can divided into three distributive classes: 1) combining forms that appear only as the first
component of word-formation model; 2) combining forms that serve only as the second component of word-
formation model; and 3) bifunctional combining forms that can act as the first and the second component of
the terms. Bifunctional combining forms are viewed as semantically similar morphemes that occur regularly
as the first and second component of the terms.

The purpose of this study is to examine genetic, morphological and semantic features of combining
forms using the example of bifunctional derivatives. 29 special root morpheme such as blast (0)- and -blast,
graph (0)- and -graph, log (0)- and -log, carp (0)- and -carp, morph (0)- and -morph, odont (0)- and -odont
etc are the data of study.

All terminological elements of this class are the morphemes with classical origin. The main source of
their appearing in modern English, Ukrainian as well as Polish vocabulary is Greek. Most of these elements
are updated in modern terminologies through Latin: blas (0)- and -blast, cyst (0)- and -cyst.

Depending on the position in the word and the possibility / impossibility to be freely used the
bifunctional combining forms have different lexical meanings. Thus, the word graph means «chart,
diagramy, at the same time the morpheme graph (o0)- in a preposition has a meaning «writing» and in a
postposition this item means «a device for transmitting image or record», «record or image». Therefore, all
these positional variants of classical formants differ not only structurally but also semantically. The studied
morphemes as the first elements in the words indicate the individual features of an object or phenomenon
and are variable. As postpositional formant they become constant and name the classes of objects or
phenomena. For example, in the position of the first component combining form hem- (hema-, hemo-,
hemat-) indicates the genus-species or cause-and-effect relations (hemacytometer, hemangioma, hemoflagellate,
hematology), and basic formant -emia (-hemia) indicates the violations in the blood composition (leukemia,
azotemia, uremia).

As a rule bifunctional combining forms are the elements with substantive nature denoting phenomena,
processes and objects of the world. There are any quantities or pronominal forms as well as units with
meaning of relevant degree or extent of a number of objects, events or signs of action. The analysis of the
semantic structure of the studied morphemes shows that the greatest part of these elements is monosemantic.

Combining forms in a preposition tend to have the meaning «associated with something, like something,
the one that has to do with something» expressed by the second component of the word-formation models.
They take part in the names of people, plants, animals, scientific theories, tools and utensils, chemical
elements, compounds, groups, methods and means of implementing something. The models of the word
cf + N (chromocenter, chromodynamics) and cf + cf (blastomycosis, cardiograph) possess the greatest
congruence among all structural and semantic models with these units They take part in the formation of a
number of lexical and grammatical classes of words such as nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs.

Combining forms in a postposition also take part in the names of people, plants, animals, tools and
instruments, phenomena and processes of the world, sciences, theories and doctrines. The model of the word
cf + cf (urochrome, blastocyst, cardiograph) has the greatest congruence among all structural and semantic
models with these units. Elements of this group are involved primarily only in the creation of nouns and
sometimes adjectives.

International classic word-forming elements pass into generic usage in modern Ukrainian language. The
«Dictionary of foreign words» edited by O. S. Melnychuk comprises 180 blocks in a preposition and about
100 blocks in a postposition. Only 15 blocks have double functions and can occur in both positions as well as
at the beginning and at the end of the word: 6io- ... -6i03: 6iocdepa, 6iorenes, Giorpadisi, 6GiokibGepHETHKA ...
eHrepobio3; rtpad- ... -rpad: rpadororis, rpadoman, rpadonpekTop ... Oibmiorpad, Tepmorpad,
ocrunorpad); mepmaro- ... - mepm(a); JepMaToreH, AEPMaTOJIOTIA ... eK30[epMa, CKIepoiepMa; Kapmio- ...
Kapmi(s): kapmaiosoris, Kapaiorpadis, Kap/iocnasum ... creHokapist; Kiu(o0)- ... kin(e3)(is1): kinemarorpadis,
KiHOCepian ... OIacToKiHe3, OpaauKiHe3is; JIT- ... -JIT: JIITOreHe3, JiTorpadis ... HEONIT, JEIi IOJIIT; JIoT- ...
-nor(is): jJororpama, jjororpadis, Joromerp, gorapudm ... 6iojor, Giosoris, digoror, digonoris; MeTp- ...-
meTp(is): METPOHOM, METPOJIOTISA ... OAPOMETP, CIIAOMETP, KitoMeTp; oi(e)- ... -oir. oneorpadis... HIrpoI,
nen- ... -Tefis: MEeIOTeHe3, MEeAO0JIOris, NEJOICHTPU3M ... TITHONEis, OPTONEedis; TepMO- ... -TepM(is):
TEPMOMETp, TepMorpad ... i30T€pPMH; TOII- ... -TOIL: TOIOCKOII, TOMOHIMiKa, Tornorpaddis ... i3otonu; GHoH-
... -ou(in): domorpama, douorpad ... maruitopoH, crepeodomnis. The biggest part of these units is of
Greek origin. Only some of them are of Latin origin: aBia-, aymio-, 6i0io- Bi-, Bifieo-, iMyHO-, Kap0-, KBa3i-,
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KOH-, KOHTpa-, JJaKTO-, MOTO-, MYJIbTH-, PaJIi0-, CIIEKTpO-, YHi-, -0I1,, XeMi-, -ikauisi, perpo-; German origin
06ep-, neii6-; and Franch cantu- [8].

Comparing the studied words with their counterparts in other Slavic languages one can find full
international correlates in Polish language: bibliograf, bibliografia, biograf, biografia, kinematograf,
kardiograf, kinematografia, termodynamika, termometr, termometryczny, termostat, termoelektryczny,
termojadrowy, termonuklearny; metrampa, metryka, metryczny, metronom, metropoliten, metropolita,
kilometr, termometr etc.

Perspectives of further investigations. Nowadays an important task is inventory of all international
word-forming elements as well as typical word-forming models in modern languages. A detection of such
systems of elements in different fields of knowledge will enable the researchers to study their productivity
and to express an opinion on the appropriateness of their use in scientific and technical fields, and in the
academic style of modern English, Ukrainian and Polish languages.
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Kpyraiii Onena. I'penbki Ta JaTHHCBKI eJleMeHTH B cy4acHiii aHrjilichkiil, ykpaiHcbkill i moJbcbkii
MoBax. CTaTTIO MPUCBIYEHO KOMIUIEKCHOMY JIOCII/PKEHHIO CIIOBOTBOPYHX €JIEMEHTIB IIEPEXiHOr0 THITY, 110 0(hOpMHU-
JIMCSl 3 TIOBHO3HAYHUX CJIIB IMEPEBAKHO KJIACHYHOI'O IOXO/DKEHHs 1, Oyly4H iHTepHaliOHaIbHHMH, MOCTIHHO 30ara-
YYIOTh CIIOBHUKOBHII 3amac pi3HUX MOB.

3’sicoBaHO MPOOIEMHU BHIUICHHS CIIOBOTBIPHOI KaTeropii KOMOIHyBaJlbHUX (POpM y JIHTBICTHII, BU3HAYEHO CTATYC 1
CTPYKTYpPY IHX AepuBamiiHuX PopmaHTiB. [IpoaHanizoBaHo TUCTpHOYTHBHI Ta BHYTPIIIHEOBAJICHTHI XapaKTEPUCTHKU
0ipyHKITIOHATEHUX KOMOIHYBaXbHUX (POPM y CydacHIN aHTIIHCHKiH MoBi. [logaHo mpukimann TUCTpUOYTHBHUX KIIAaCiB
[UX OJUHUIIG i3 BUIBHOKO 1 ()iIKCOBAHOIO TO3HIIIEI0 Y CIOBOTBOPYiil MOETI HA MPHUKIIAAI CYyJIacHOI aHTIIHCHKIH, yKpaiH-
CBKOI 1 MOJIbCHKOT MOB.

KuarouoBi ciioBa: komGinyBasibHa popma, Mophema, cydike, ocHOBa, OihyHKIIIOHATBHI KOMOIHYBaIbHI opMH.

Kpyranii Enena. I'penkue U JJaTHHCKHE 3JIEMEHTHI B COBPEMEHHOM aHIJIMIHCKOM, YKPAHHCKOM U MOJILCKOM
a3bIkax. CTaThs MOCBSIMIEHA KOMIUICKCHOMY HCCIICIOBAHUIO CIOBOOOPA30BATENbHBIX AIEMEHTOB IEPEXOAHOrO THUIIA,
0(QOPMUBIIMXCS M3 3HAMEHATENBHBIX CJIOB MPEHMYIIECTBEHHO KJIACCUYECKOTO MPOUCXOXKIEHHS M MOCTOSHHO oOora-
LIAIOIIMX CIIOBAPHBIN 3allac pa3jiMuHbIX S3bIKOB B POJIM MHTEPHALMOHAIBHBIX. B paboTe BBISCHEHO MpoOIEeMbl BbIje-
JICHUSI CIIOBOOOPA30BaTENIbHOM KAaTeropui KOMOMHUPYIOUIMXCS (GOPM B JIMHTBUCTHKE, ONPENENICH CTaTyC U CTPYKTypa
9TUX JEPUBALMOHHBIX (POpMaHTOB. [IpoaHanM30BaHO MUCTPHOYTHBHBIC XapaKTEPUCTHKU OM(YHKIIMOHATBHBIX KOMOU-
HUPYIOLIHMXCS GOPM B aHIIIMICKOM si3bIKe. J{aHbl MpUMEpBl JUCTPUOYTHBHBIX KIIACCOB 3THX €IUHHIL CO CBOOOTHOI U
(MKCHPOBaHHOH IMO3MIMEN B CIIOBOOOpa30BaTEIbHON MOJIENN Ha IPUMEPE COBPEMEHHOTO aHIIMICKOro, YKPauHCKOTO
U TIOJIbCKOTO SI3BIKOB.

KaioueBble cioBa: xomOuHMpylomascs ¢opma, mopdema, cypukc, ocHOBa, OHMYHKIHMOHAIbHBIE KOMOWHHM-
pytomuecs GOpMBI.



