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On the basis of generalization of new documentaries departmental archives of St. Petersburg (SPFARAN, 
IHMC, AREM) and the development of modern bioistoriografii highlights circumstances rehabilitation 
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G. A. Bonch-Osmolovsky camp after serving imprisonment in 1934–1936 ., at the end of 30 's – early 40 's 
XX century. The main stages of creating their fundamental book «The Paleolithic of Crimea» and the award of 
the degree of Doctor of Historical Sciences in 1941. 

The problem of studying the period of mass repression (late 20 – early 50 's XX century) against the out-
standing figures of Soviet science and culture occupies a more prominent place in the development of modern 
historiography. Considerable importance of research devoted to the introduction of the new buildings of un-
known archive documents, enabling restoration of new facts biographies of scientists, the impact of these 
events on the general atmosphere and the state of science in the study period. The study of history of Crimea 
local lore in the 20–30’s the XX century still contains a lot of unexplored subjects. One of them is the bio-
graphic analysis of the creative heritage of outstanding Soviet archaeologist, anthropologist and ethnographer 
G. A. Bonch-Osmolovsky. One of the little-known stories of life of the scientist are the circumstances of his 
arrest in 1933, the conclusion and return to Leningrad in 1936 and the subsequent struggle for rehabilitation. 
The reason is, first of all, the inconsistency of the source base. A considerable amount of information materials 
contain funds IHMC. However, materials of personal funds G. A. Bonch-Osmolovsky in IHMC (form 71), 
and in AREM remain available to researchers because they do not undertake the necessary scientific and tech-
nical processing of materials. The composition of these funds play a key role in the reconstruction of the main 
stages of the biography of the scientist. 

At the turn of the 20's – 30 's XX century G. A. Bonch- Osmolovsky already been established scholars. 
This is indicated by his numerous publications on the excavations of prehistoric rock shelters and caves in the 
Crimea. Was confirmed the authenticity and antiquity of the skeletal remains of Neanderthal cave Kiik- Koba, 
began a large-scale work on the analysis of anthropological materials, formulation of the theoretical conclu-
sions. In 1926, the scientist was able to make a trip to France and undertake the necessary consultations with 
the most important researchers worldwide. Along with professor P. P. Efimenko G. A. Bonch- Osmolovsky 
was the most authoritative expert on Paleolithic in Soviet science, led the Quaternary section at the Geological 
Institute of the USSR Academy of Sciences. November 29, 1933, the scientist was arrested, in April 1934 – 
was sentenced to three -year term of the camp in Vorkuta, managed to escape early in February 1936, and then 
led a constant struggle for rehabilitation, participation by authoritative representatives of various departments 
Academy of Sciences USSR. Its result was the removal of conviction in February 1941, the restoration of 
academic reputation and the award of the degree of Doctor of Historical Sciences in September 1941 without a 
thesis. 

Keywords: G. A. Bonch-Osmolovsky, paleolithic of Crimea, USSR Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
History of Material Culture named N. Ya. Marr Academy of Sciences of the USSR, P. P. Efimenko.  
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