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Kryukov V.G. The notions on northern coast of the Black Sea and the Crimean peninsula of Arabic sci-

entist of the first half of the IX century al-Huwarizmi / V.G. Kryukov Scientific Notes of Taurida 
V. I. Vernadsky National University. – Series: Historical Scince. – 2013. – Vol. 26 (65), No 1. – P. 37–48. 

The research is devoted to the analysis of accounts about outline of the northern coastline of the Black Sea and 
Crimean peninsula, as well as about antique settlements and another geographical objects located in this region rep-
resented in the work of «astronomical» genre of Arabic geographical written tradition during the Early Middle Ages 
«The Book of the Picture of the Earth» by the mathematician, astronomer and geographer of the first half of the IX 
century Abu Dja far Muhammad ibn Musa al-Huwarizmi. This work is al-Huwarizmi’s revision of the larger work 
«The Geographical Manual» by the ancient geographer and erudite of the II century Claudius Ptolemaios with regard 
to the achievements of Arabian geographical science within the period of the early Middle Ages and realities of the 
first half of the IX century. The information al-Huwarizmi abo-ut antique settlements of this region, videlicet Boris-
fen (Olvia), Eupatorius and Feodosia is contains only co-ordinate indexes of the geographical location and Arabian 
spelling of these settlements. Furthermore, there are no denominations geographical objects located on the northern 
sea coast of the Black Sea in «The Book of the Picture of the Earth» available in «The Geographical Manual» . The 
author explains this fact by al-Huwarizmi’s knowledge of absence of those antique settlements and buildings for 
public worship during the life time of this Arabian erudite which determined of these geographical points in the time 
of antiquity. Besides, in «The Book of the Picture of the Earth» the configuration of the water space of the Black 
Seais more lengthened in the direction of longitude, therefore the Crimean peninsula is more extensive from the west 
to the east. This aspect of al-Huwarizmi’s reconsideration of Claudius Ptolemaios information was founded on the 
fact that this Arabian erudite employed for his research a completely different frame of reference from the prime 
meridian of co-ordinate locations of geographical objects on the Earth surface. The origin and use of this frame of 
reference in the geographical researches became possible when erudites of the Arabian caliphate made calculations 
of degree of the prime meridian about 828 year.  

The keywords: Black Sea, Crimean peninsula, coast line, co-ordinates, prime meridian, Arabian caliph-
ate, «astronomical» genre, written tradition, Early Middle Ages. 
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