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PERSPECTIVES OF DEVELOPMENT OF UKRAINE’S SITUATION
IN PERCEPTION OF UKRAINIAN AND POLISH STUDENTS:
THE FACTOR DETERMINANCE

Y cTaTTi NnpefcTaBneHo AesKi pe3ynbTaTy YKPaiHCbKO-MObCbKOro AOCNIIKEHHS
npo6aemM XUTTERIAILHOCTI Cy4aCHOI CTYAEHTCbKOi MoJiodi. AKLLEHTOBaHO yBary
Ha CMNPUNHATTI YKPaAiHCbKMMMW Ta MONIbCbKUMUW CTYAEHTaMn NepcrnekTne PoO3BUTKY
cuTyauii, Wwo cknanacsa B YkpaiHi. 3aCTOCOBaHO COLOKYILTYPHMI Nigxid, A0 aHanidy
deHOMeHY CNpUNHATTA. BnokpemneHo 4oTnpu rpynm CTYAEHTIB 3a XapakTepom
IXHBOrO CNPUNHATTS ManbyTHLOrO YKpaiHW: «abCOMOTHI ONTUMICTU», «NOMIPKOBaHi
ONTUMICTU», «@BCOMIOTHI MECUMICTU» Ta «MOMIPKOBaHI NeCcMMicTu». [poaHanisoBaHo
06’eKTUBHI Ta Cy0’EKTUBHI XapaKTEPUCTUKMN YKPATHCbKMX Ta MOJIbCbKUX CTYAEHTIB, AKi
Hanexartb A0 umx rpyn. BU3Ha4eHO YNHHUKM, O 3YMOBIOIOTb TY UM iHLLY MO3ULLIIO
PECMOHAEHTIB LWOAO «yKPAIHCbKOrO NMTaHHS». AKLLEHTOBAHO yBary Ha Takux i3 HUX,
K MaTepianbHe CTaHOBWULLE CTYAEHTIB, iXHi MOMITUKO-igeonoriyHi ynogobaHHs,
MOTEHLNHA NPOTECTHA aKTUBHICTb, COLIOKY/IbTYPHI, EKOHOMIYHI Ta MNONITUYHI Xapak-
TEPUCTUKU KpaiHM NPOXMBaAHHSA. 3p0OSIEHO BUCHOBOK, LLO BGiNbll BUCOKWUIM pPiBEHb
ONTUMI3My YKPaiHCbKOro CTyAeHTCTBA 3YMOBJIEHWNIA MOro cy6’eKTUBHUM J0CBIAOM,
NaTPiOTUYHUMKN MOYYTTSIMKW, FPOMAASHCBKOIO MO3ULIEID, NPArHEeHHIM BiACTOATU
cBOOOAY Ta He3anexHiCTb CBOET KpaiHW.

Kno4osi cnoBa: nepcnekTrBM PO3BUTKY CUTyaLii B YKpaiHi, CIPUNHATTS, CTY-
LEHTCbKa MONOAb, YAHHUKN CNPUAHATTS ManbyTHLOrO YKpaiHu.

B cTaTbe npeacTaBieHbl HEKOTOPbIE PE3yNbTaTbl YKPAUHCKO-MOJIbCKOrO UCche-
[0BaHWs NpobnemM X1U3HeAesATeNbHOCTU COBPEMEHHOM CTYAEHYECKON MOMOOEXM.
AKLEHTMPOBAHO BHMMAHWE Ha BOCMIPUATUN YKPAUHCKMMU U NOSIbCKUMU CTYOEHTaMU
MepPCNeKTMB Pa3BUTUS CUTYaLMKN, CIOXMBLLUENCS B YKpanHe. Micnonb3oBaH CoLMo-
KYNbTYPHbBIM N0AX04 K aHanm3dy deHoMeHa BOCnpuaTus. BolaeneHbl YeTbipe rpynnbl
CTY[AEHTOB B 3aBMCMMOCTU OT XapakTepa 1ux BocnpuatTusa dyaywiero YkpauvHbl: «ab-
COJIIOTHbIE ONTUMUCTbI», «<yMEPEHHbIE OMTUMUCTbI», «AOCONOTHBLIE MECCUMUCTLI» U
«yMEpPEHHble MeCCUMUCTLI». [MpoaHann3npoBaHbl 0O6bEKTUBHbIE U CYOBHEKTMBHbIE
XapakTepUCTUKM CTYAEHTOB, BOLLEAWNX B 3TW rpynnbl. OnpeneneHsl pakTopsbl, 06-
YCNOBAMBAOLWME Ty UIN MHYIO MO3ULMIO PECMOHAEHTOB MO «yKPaUHCKOMY BOMPO-
cy». AKLEHTMPOBAHO BHUMaHME Ha TakuX U3 HUX, KaKk MaTepuanbHOe MoJIoXeHne
CTYAEHTOB, UX MOJUTUKO-UAEONOrMYeckne npedepeHunm, noTeHumanbHas npo-
TeCTHas aKTUBHOCTb, COLMOKYJILTYPHbIE, SKOHOMUYECKME N MONINTUYECKME XapaK-
TEPUCTUKUN CTPaHbl NPOXMBaHus. CaenaH BbIBOA 0 TOM 4TO 60siee BbICOKMIA YPOBEHb
onTUMM3Ma YKPaUHCKNX CTYAEHTOB 00YCNOBNEH NX CYOHEKTMBHBIM OMbITOM, NaTpu-
OTUYECKUMM YyBCTBaMU, rpaxaaHCKon No3uumeit, CTpeMIEHNEM OTCTOSATL CBOOO-
LY N HE3aBMCMMOCTb CBOE CTPaHbI.

KnoyeBbie cnoBa: nepcnekTyBbl Pa3BUTUS CUTYyauMn B YKpanHe, BOCNpUSTUE,
CTyAeHYecKas MONoAEXb, pakTopbl BOCNpUATUSA OyayLero YKpauHsl

The article presents some results of the Ukrainian-Polish study of life problems
of modern student youth. Attention is focused on the Ukrainian and Polish students’

© CokypsiHcbka J1., 2016

YkpaiHcbkunii couionoridyHni xypHan. 2016. Ne1-2 H H H H H H



Jogmuna CokypsiHCcbka

perception of the prospects for the development of the situation in Ukraine. A
sociocultural approach to the analysis of the phenomenon of perception was used. Four
groups of students are singled out, depending on the nature of their perception of the
future of Ukraine: “absolute optimists”, “moderate optimists”, “absolute pessimists”
and “moderate pessimists.” Objective and subjective characteristics of students who
have been included in these groups are analyzed. The factors determining the position
of respondents on the “Ukrainian question” are defined. Attention is focused on such of
them as the financial situation, political and ideological preferences of students, their
potential protest activities, socio-cultural, economic and political characteristics of
the country of residence. The conclusion that the higher level of optimism of Ukrainian
students is due to their subjective experience, patriotic feelings, civic attitude, aspiration
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to defend the freedom and independence of their country is made.
Keywords: prospects of development of the situation in Ukraine, perception,
student’s youth, factors of perception of the future of Ukraine

The events of recent years in Ukraine attract
the close attention of European and world public,
political elites and ordinary citizens of many coun-
tries of the world. Experts, including sociologists,
analyze the reasons for the revolution of dignity,
for the military conflict in the east of our country,
the prospects for its solution, and in general the
prospects for Ukraine’s as independent state fu-
ture. All these questions worry not only Ukrain-
ians, but also residents of neighboring countries,
especially those who in the recent past belonged
to the so-called socialist camp, in particular the
Poles.

A comparative analysis of the perception of
the prospects for the development of the situation
in our country by Ukrainian and Polish students is
undoubtedly interesting for researchers: their own
destiny’s development depends largely on accord-
ing to what scenario the situation in Ukraine will
develop, — and, respectively, — whether they will
be able to self-actualize in their native country.

To satisfy this interest, we turned to the re-
sults of the Ukrainian-Polish study conducted un-
der the scientific supervision of this publication’s
author and the director of the Institute of Sociol-
ogy of the Zelena Gura University (Poland), Pro-
fessor M. Zelinskaya, by the sociologist students
of the V.N. Karazin Kharkov National University
and the University of Zelena Gura.

417 students in the University of Zelena Gura
and 797 students of the universities of Ukraine:
V.N. Karazin Kharkov National University, Lesya
Ukrainka Eastern-European National University
(Lutsk), Lutsk National Technical University took
part in this research. The research was conducted
by the survey method on spring 2015 (April-May).
The Polish phase of the research was preceded by
few months of conceptual preparation stage. The
research tool was subjected to several language
tests in order to meet the condition of methodo-
logical equivalence.

Third-year undergraduate students (in Poland)
and the fourth (in Ukraine) were selected for the poll.
This method of selection allows authors to make
conclusions with an error of +/- 4%, and the level of

reliability is 95%. The sample included such socio-
demographic characteristics as gender, place of resi-
dence, and level of prosperity.

The purpose of this article is to identify the
factors that determine the perception by Ukrain-
ian and Polish students of the actual situation and
the prospects for its development in our country.

Realizing this goal, we first of all turn to the
analysis of one of the basic concepts of this pub-
lication — “perception”. It should be emphasized
that this concept belongs, first of all, to psycho-
logical science, where it is defined as “the integral
reflection of objects, situations and events arising
from the direct action of physical stimuli on the
receptor surfaces of sensory organs” [1, p. 66]

In sociology, as in social psychology also, the
term “social perception” is more often used. It is
used “not only to denote the phenomena of social
conditioning of perception. With its help were
marked processes, in which people understand
and appreciate social objects - themselves, other
people, social groups and communities” [2, p. 20],
and, we should add - social phenomena and pro-
cesses.

P. Berger and T. Luckmann analyze the social
nature of perception, its role in social interaction,
using the constructivist approach to describing
and sociological explanation of social perception
[2, p. 52-60].

Substantially expanded the problem of per-
ception in sociology P. Bourdieu, considering cat-
egories and schemes of social perception in the
context of analysis of social space processes [3, p.
181-208].

A detailed analysis of the sociological dis-
course of perception is not the task of our article.
We emphasize that in its context we address the
socio-cultural interpretation of the phenomenon
of interest, which is widely represented in the
works of Yu. G. Soroki (see, for example: [4,5,6]).

“... A modern man,” she writes, “encounters
perceptions that differ not only in the structural
characteristics of the position in which they are
implemented. ... We are also meet with percep-
tions that are grounded in various normative and
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value systems, the intransigence of which often
leads to misunderstanding and conflicts. In other
words, we should say about the differences of cul-
tures, the meanings and symbols of which medi-
ate the perception of events and objects of reality
by individuals “[4, p. 45].

So, basing on the socio-cultural understand-
ing of the phenomenon of perception, we will ana-
lyze the attitude of Ukrainian and Polish students
to the current situation in Ukraine and possible
options for its further development. As we said
before, B xoge nccaesosanmst, we have attempted
to identify factors that contribute to a particular
position of our respondents with regard to the
“Ukrainian question”. The position of students
is most clearly revealed in their responses on the
question about the most likely scenario of Ukrain-
ian situation development in the near future, be-
cause they, as we believe, reflect not only the as-
sessment of the prospects of the situation in the
country resolving, but also its actual state.

Six of these scenarios were presented in our
study questionnaire:

o the first

swer to this question (see. Fig. 4). The latter is quite
natural, as the Polish students are not included
directly in the situation, which possible develop-
ment they were asked to identify.

As the answers to this question were alterna-
tives, we decided to selectin both groups of respond-
ents six subgroups that differ in their perception to
the events in Ukraine, and place them on the “opti-
mism-pessimism” axis.

We have nominated the “absolute optimists” the
subgroup of students (in both arrays), who believe
that Ukraine will regain all the lost territories (fourth
scenario). We have named two subgroups the “mod-
erate optimists” as they have chosen the second and
fifth scenario of change in Ukraine. The “Absolutely
pessimistic” was called a subgroup of students who
believe that Ukraine will be conquered by Russia
(sixth scenario), and those supporting the first and
the third scenarios were called the “moderate pessi-
mists”. Thus, in each array, we have identified three
subgroups of students, perceiving Ukraine’s future
in an optimistic and pessimistic way.

It turned out, that there are more “optimists”
among Ukrainian students (almost 49%) and more
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by separatists, but the
rest of Ukraine will re-
tain independence >;

o the fourth -
< Ukraine regains all the lost territories > ;

o the fifth - < Ukraine loses control over sev-
eral areas, but will retain its independence from
Russia in limited boundaries>;

o the sixth — < Russia is likely to subdue the
whole Ukraine > .

As evidenced by our findings, the first sce-
nario is considered the most realistic by 12,7% of
the students surveyed in Ukraine and 11,2% of
our Polish respondents; the second — by 24,2% and
13,1%, respectively; the third — by 18,9 % and 17,5
%, respectively; the fourth — 15,9 % and 2,9%, re-
spectively; the fifth — by 8,8 % and 10,2 %, respec-
tively; the sixth — by 2,9% and 14,8%, respectively.
16,6% of Ukrainian students and 30,3 % of their
Polish “colleagues” could not give a definite an-

Source: authors’ own work.

Figure 1. Perception of Ukrainian and Polish students of the perspectives of
development of Ukraine (in %)

“pessimists” among the Polish (43,5%). Accord-
ingly, the cumulative percentage of “pessimists”
among Ukrainian students amounted to 34%, and
“optimists” among Polish students — 26,2%.

As it was shown by the correlation analysis,
the results of which are presented below, a higher
level of optimism of Ukrainian students in their
perception of the future of their country is linked
to their patriotism, willingness to defend the in-
dependence and integrity of their homeland, its
freedom.

Let us turn to a more detailed analysis of cer-
tain objective and subjective characteristics of se-
lected respondents groups.

As Ukrainian and Polish versions of our re-
search tools (the “Student’s Questionnaire”) were
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Table 1

The financial condition of students, imaging further events in Ukraine differently
(% to respondents)

The students’ ideas of further development of Ukraine

The family
financial

The first
scenario
The
second
scenario
The third
scenario

The

fourth
scenario
The fifth
scenario
The sixth
scenario
It is hard
to answer

Total

condition

Ukraine
Poland
Ukraine
Poland
Ukraine
Poland

Ukraine

Poland
Ukraine
Poland
Ukraine
Poland
Ukraine
Poland
Ukraine
Poland

Money is not
enough even
for the most
essential
products

w
w

N
~

All salary

is spent on
food and the
necessary
inexpensive
things
purchasing

16,568 |116| 95 (24,1| 99

11,8

84 21,749 (429|117 |256| 6,6 [18,7| 8,2

In general,
there is
enough
money,

but the
purchasing
of durable
goods (a TV,
a refrigerator)
is difficult

29,7 |25,0| 43,6 |35,8| 28,6 | 38,0

37,8

33,3(30,0(41,5| 28,6 41,6 |35,0|41,0|35,0|38,0

Live in
prosperity,
but are
unable to

get some
expensive
items (a car
or apartment)

49,56 |143,2|38,4|39,6|38,3 | 38,0

39,5

33,3(38,3(31,7| 9,5 |31,7|32,6|41,0|38,1|38,0

Are able to
get almost
anything
wanted

10 [136] 58 |94 |75 | 113

7,6

25,0| 50 (17,0 95 |150| 51 | 98 | 58 | 12,3

Total 100% [100% | 100% [100%| 100% | 100%

100% [100%]100% |100%| 100%

100% [100% |100%]100% | 100%

Source: authors’ own work

somewhat different, we have carried out the anal-
ysis for each array separately. The only exceptions
are some issues on which example it was possible
to make a comparison. These are the financial situ-
ation of students in selected groups, their political
and ideological preferences, social and territorial
identification. These are issues we will begin our
analysis from.

Speaking of such an objective characteriza-
tion of the analyzed groups as the respondents
financial situation, it turned out (see Table 1), that
among students prospecting scenario of Ukrainian
development pessimistically, there is more pau-
per (those to whom money is not enough even for

the most necessary products) and poor (in whose
family the entire salary is spent on the purchas-
ing of food and needed inexpensive items) than in
the “optimists” groups. The most striking exam-
ple is a group of Ukrainian “absolute pessimists”,
among which more than half (52,4%) present low-
income layers of the population.

This link between the financial situation and
perception of Ukraine’s future can be explained by
a higher level of optimism among people wealthy
enough in comparison with the poor. With regard
to the subjective characteristics such as students’
political and ideological preferences, the correla-
tion analysis confirmed one of the hypothesis of
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Table 2
The political and ideological preferences of Ukrainian and Polish students,
who are imagining development of Ukraine differently (% to respondents)
The students’ ideas of further development of Ukraine
o
% .9 < 0 =l £ 0 £ 0 £ 0 afpe
E5 | 255 | £% 38 | £% N B¢ 5
The political 2§ FSG 0 & P o g © & < 2 s
and ideological F 3 ? 3 =] = @ F o = 20
trends =
glglg|lg2|g|l2|é|2|&|2|&8|2|2|2|82]|c®
S| 5| | 5|3 | 8| ®|85|F|8|F|s5|F| 8 |T|
=g |23 |& =228/ =218213|&8 |38
Communist 1,11 2,2 - - 3,1 - 25| - 86| - [150]| - 5,2 - 3,11] 0,2
Socialist 43| 2217|3831 28 |34 |167|52 | 24| - | 83|78 08 | 38 2,2
Social- 129 - [17.4|11,3|11,5]12,5|13.4|16,7| 8,6 | 9,8 [15,0|11,7|12,1| 4,1 |13,.4]| 7.7
democratic
Liberal 18,3|17,8 | 16,3 | 26,4 | 26,0| 23,6 | 11,8 |33,3] 8,6 | 9,8 |10,0/21,7| 6,9 | 9.9 |152] 16,3
National- 28,0(26,7|21,517,0(22,9| 15,3 [30,3(16,7|19,0(22,0| - [16,7| 8,6 | 14,0 | 4.2 | 18,1
democratic
Ecological 11.8| 6,7 | 99 | 38 | 69| 42 | 50 | 83| 1.7 | 24 | 50| - |86 | 41 | 7.8 6.2
Radical 54| - |58| - |31|14 |50 - |17] - |50(21,7| 26| 08 | 43| 05
nationalist
Christian 6,5 |20,0|122]132|52 | 16,6 [12,6| - | 6,9 |195[150]| 3.2 | 6,9 | 182 | 9,0 | 17,6
democratic
Other (which | 4 1 44 [ 12|38 |52 | 14 [ 17| - |138|49|50|167]60| 35 |39 3.2
concretely)
It is hard to
anowr 10,7 20,0 | 14,0(20,7 |13,0| 22,2 | 14,3| 8,3 | 25,9 (29,2|30,0 35,3| 44,6 | 18,3] 22,0
Total 100%|100%]|100%|100%|100%| 100% |100%|100%|100%100%/100%|100%|100%] 100% [100%] 100%

Source: authors’ own work.

our study on the relationship between a pessi-
mistic perception of the future of Ukraine and the
leftist views of the respondents. Thus, among the
Ukrainian “absolute pessimists” those who pro-
fess communist ideology are met 6 times more
than among the “absolute optimists” (15% vs.
2,5%) (see Table 2).

In respect that our analysis of the received
data is so far preliminary, we will in the future
analyze the link between optimistic / pessimistic
students’ perception of the situation in Ukraine
and their political and ideological preferences in
more depth.

Analyzing the relation between the socio-ter-
ritorial identity and perception of students the fu-
ture of Ukraine, we found that the Ukrainian stu-
dents, which are characterized by a higher level of
civic, ethnic and European identity, have a higher
level of optimism in the assessments of the coun-
try development prospects. Among the Ukrainian
students who identify themselves with the Soviet
human, “pessimistic” (especially “absolute pessi-
mists”) are relatively more frequent.

As for the Polish students, those who are
showing the highest level of civil identification,
in their perception of the future of Ukraine dem-
onstrated the highest level of pessimism. In our
view, this can be explained by the fact that Polish
students regard the pessimistic scenario of events
in Ukraine the serious threat to their own coun-

try, especially a scenario in which Ukraine is con-
quered by Russia. Polish students-“optimists” be-
lieve that to prevent the most pessimistic options
for the future of Ukraine the international com-
munity should carry out a more serious financial
support of Ukraine and provide a more effective
pressure on Russia to strengthen economic sanc-
tions against the country. At the same time Pol-
ish students-“pessimists”, on the one hand, fre-
quently articulate the need for the Ukrainian army
rearmament and selling it military equipment,
on the other — they say that it is not necessary to
intervene in the determination of the Ukrainian
borders or that economic sanctions against Russia
could be eased.

Now let us turn to a more detailed analysis of
certain characteristics of the Ukrainian students — the
“optimists” and “pessimists”. It is quite logical that
the vast majority of “optimists” (90%) are proud that
they are citizens of Ukraine. They perceive it as their
homeland, are eager to work for its benefit, associ-
ated with it their fate, deeply respect the state sym-
bols of Ukraine and are ready to defend it in case
of threat to its sovereignty and integrity. Among the
“pessimists” such attitude towards Ukraine charac-
terizes less than the half of the respondents.

In this context, we should emphasize that
among Ukrainian students who wish to obtain citi-
zenship of another country (in the whole sample
this group comes to 27.5%), 44.4% supported the
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optimistic scenarios for the development of Ukraine,
38.7% — the pessimistic scenarios, 16.9% could not
give a definite answer. Among those who do not
want to change his citizenship (this group amounted
to 50.5%), there were 53.7% of “optimists”, 31.1% of
“pessimists” and 15.2% of undecided. It should be
emphasized that there is almost 2.5 times more of
those who would like to obtain citizenship of anoth-
er country among the “pessimists”, than among the
“optimists” (about 72% and 30%, respectively).

Responding to a question about how to stay
in the border region impact on civil and patriotic
feelings of the people, student-“optimists” often
talked about how it enhances their patriotic senti-
ments, student-“pessimists” were closer to a neu-
tral assessment of this factor.

It is interesting to analyze the relationship
between the potential protest activity of Ukrain-
ian students and their perception of the future of
their country. As evidenced by the materials of our
study, optimism is more inherent to students with
the highest level of protest activity (“actively pro-
tested against the actions of the authorities would
be causing the disturbance, even if it threatens their
own security”) (one third). Among those who said
that “rallies, demonstrations and pickets increase
tension in society and nothing really changes”, it is
more people with a higher level of pessimism.

Thus, our analysis revealed the differences,
sometimes quite substantial, in the estimates by
Ukrainian and Polish students of different sce-

narios of the situation development in Ukraine.
It is conditioned by both objective and subjective
factors, including, current political and economic
situation in these countries.

As evidenced by the materials of our study,
Ukrainian students have a higher level of opti-
mism in perception of the prospects of the situ-
ation development in Ukraine, than their Polish
peers do. This optimism is fed primarily by their
subjective experience, patriotism, civil attitude of
the Ukrainian studentship, the desire to defend
the freedom and independence of the country.
Pessimism of the Ukrainian students in percep-
tion of Ukraine’s future stems from factors such as
the Left (especially the Communist) attitudes and
Soviet identity of some of them, the negative atti-
tude to the protest actions, etc. The predominance
of pessimism in Polish students perception about
the Ukraine’s future can be explained by possibly
more realism of the “view from outside”, as sure
as the awareness of threats to Poland itself in case
of realization of negative scenarios to resolve the
situation in Ukraine.

It seems that our research is not only answer-
ing many questions of interest to the authors, but
also actualizes the new research challenges that
we face in the course of further cooperation be-
tween sociologists of V.N. Karazin Kharkiv Na-
tional University and the University of Zielona
Gora, between sociological communities of our
country also.
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