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Introduction. Preventive medicine in the health system
of Ukraine in today’s society does not lose its value. Public
Health at the beginning of XXI century is considered in the
plane of planetary scale. Improving quality of life and
promoting health relates to key areas of policy. One the most
influential person in Ukrainian medicine of the early
XX century was a Minister of Public Health and
Guardianship (1919) O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy.

In the study we have analysed youth of academician
O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy, whose experience is relevant at
the moment. His figure is critical in shaping the sanitary
epidemiological service in Ukraine. Unfortunately, the
academic contribution to medical science and biography
was not fully understood at present and requires modern
evaluation and rethinking.

Objective. The idea of this work is to present original
research data received from archival documents. We tried
deeply analysing origin and youth of O.V. Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy who became a Minister of Public Health and
Guardianship in 1919.
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Materials and Methods. We used historical, analytical
and biographical methods. Due to archival documents and
autobiography (curriculum vitae) written by O.V. Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy we faced with some unknown facts of his life
that hadn’t been presented before.

Results and Discussion. Studying the role of
academician O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy in the develop-
ment and formation of Sanitary and Epidemiological Service
of Ukraine, the assessment of his heritage as a hygienist,
demographer, scientist and epidemiologist is very important
in the historical context of preventive medicine in modern
Ukraine.

But there are a lot of questions devoted to his early life
that were not analysed.

Ovksentiy belongs to the kind of priests. There are
references relating to the early nineteenth century, in which
the name of priest Jacob Korchak-Chepurkivskiy, abbot of
the St. Myron church in St. Petersburg (1825 – 1828 years)
was named [1]. Was he a relative of O.V. Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy? It isn’t known reliable enough. While there
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is every reason to think that Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s family
had priests. After studying of archival data we can say that
there are materials about origin of his mother Mariya
Volodymyrivna that she was daughter of a priest, and
Ovksentiy’ father Vasiliy was priest as well (he was a
deacon).

So Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy was the 11th child in
the family of deacon Vasyl and Mariya Korchak-Chepurkivski.
He was born on the 26th February (14th by Julian style) 1857 in
the small provincial city Kostyantynohrad, Poltava region
(now the city Krasnohrad in Kharkiv region) [2].

This study found inaccuracies in the materials of some
scientists dedicated to the study of biography, including the
birthday of academician. Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy
was born on the 14th February by Julian style. It is well
known that for determining the date of the Gregorian style
we should add 12 days to the date in the Julian (old) style (in
the case that date took place in the XIX century) using the
formula n + 12 (i. e 14 + 12 = 26th

 February, not 28th). Interes-
ting thing that in Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s autobiographies
birthday was presented in different ways: as February 14th/
26th and February 14th/27th as well [2, pp. 26, 28, 63; pp. 64, 67].

But we should know another explanation of the likely
date of birth of Ovksentiy’s date of birth. February 14th, by
Julian Style, Orthodox Church celebrates the memory of St.
Ovksentiy. It was known by his relatives, especially father
should knew that as he was at that time a deacon. The child
was born on the day of St. Ovksentiy and therefore got his
name. A new (Gregorian) style this date nowadays corresponds
to February 27 (or the night of 26 to 27 February), but not 28. Still
believe methodologically correct determination date of birth
February 26th, 1857 (according to historical methodology of
transforming the date in XIX century from old (Julian) to new
(Gregorian) calendar). So, given in encyclopaedias and articles
date of birth (28 and 27 as well) are not true. Much better to say
that Ovksentiy V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy was born in 1857, 14th

(26th) of February.
It is noteworthy that his name is symbolic. It comes from

the ancient Greek “áυîÜíù”, which means “extol”,
“enhances”, “multiply”, “expands”. In fact Ovksentiy entire
life has been a pioneer in preventive medicine, increasing
(multiplying) his God given talent (Matthew 25: 14-30).

Figure 2. Metric-book

Figure 1. Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy
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February 14, Old Julian Style, Orthodox Church commemo-
rates St. Ovksentiy Vifinskiy, in memory of whom Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy was named as Ovksentiy. St Ovksentiy
Vifinskiy lived in the V century in Syria and became famous as
a moral and wise man. He was thought that received from God
the gift of healing and successfully treated people thet asked
him for help [3].

According to the State Archive of Poltava region, in the
metrical data (special register for recording births, marriages
and deaths) of the Annunciation Church in Kostyantyno-
hrad, Poltava province (1854 – 1861), which is stored in the
State Archive of Poltava region, recording the birth and
baptism in 1857 of Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy is not
present. Metric-books of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
church in Kostyantynohrad for 1857 are not stored in the
State Archive of Poltava region [4]. Much of the documents
of  pre-war period were lost in the period of Nazi occupation
in Poltava region (1941 – 1943). Given this fact, it is likely that
the Sacrament of Baptism of child Ovksentiy was held in the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary church.

There are some questions about Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s
secondary education as well. He was a student of district
school in Kostyantynohrad (1865-1869), and then continued
his studies at a theological school (1869-1873) and seminary
(1873-1877) in Poltava [2]. We have found that Ovksentiy V.
had been studied in Poltava Theological Seminary sience
1873 till 1877 (but not till 1874, as it was noted in studies of
some researchers [6]. This fact is confirmed on the basis of
archival documents (particularly in the archival data of
academic autobiography (curriculum vitae)) [2, pp. 64, 67].
Interestingly, this is one of the last vivo autobiographies
written in the post-war years. With that in previous
documents of 1930 the date was roughly changed (crossed
by pencil) since 1873 till 1874 or till 1883. The 1883 year of
graduating from  the Seminary is illogical at all, as in 1883 O.V.
Korchak-Chepurkivskiy graduated from the Medical Faculty
of Kharkiv University. In all CVs states that O.V. Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy passed ‘seminary general course (without
theology)’. A full course of study at the seminary had to be
lasted 4 years (until 1877). Upon completion of the 4th year
seminary’s study (course) graduates continued their
education and usually studied theology during the 5th year.
It is likely that the absence of theology in the seminary in
curriculum vitae deliberately underlined. In 1930th the
presence of theological education could be an occasion to put
in the list of “politically unreliable”. After the Second World
War there was a radical change of attitude of authorities to the
Orthodox Church, as a result it was allowed to open churches,
decreased oppression of believers because of their religion.
At this time in his CV appeared information about studying at
the seminary since 1873 till 1877.

According to archival information provided by the State
Archives of Poltava region to our request, in June 1877
O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy successfully passed the exams
and was allowed to be a student of the fifth year study of the
Seminary. “The list of students of Poltava Theological
Seminary, compiled by the Board of Poltava Seminary after
exams 1876 – 1877 academic year (25th and 27th June 1877),
was listed student Ovksentiy KorchakChepurkivskiy as a

student of the fourth year of study, he received the first level
and was recommended to the fifth class” [6, P. 429].

Thus, in the seminary, he had studied for four years, that
made possible to enter the university successfully. In 1877
he became a student of natural department of Physics and
Mathematics Faculty of the University of St. Vladimir in
Kiev. However, to complete a full course of study at the Kiev
University Ovksentiy wasn’t able, because in March 1878 he
was expelled for participating in the political students’
meeting (so-called “March Story”) [2, p.70]. But then he
continued his studies at Kharkov University (1878 – 1883) at
the Faculty of Medicine.

Conclusions
1. In this work we presented some unknown questions

of O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s biography devoted to the
early periods of his life. We proposed historical background
of the birthday, origin, education. A lot of archival
documents were shown at first and weren’t discussed in
previous scientific researches.

2. Ovksentiy V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy was born in
1857, 14th (26th) of February. For determining of the date in the
Gregorian (new) style we should add 12 days to the date in
the Julian (old) style (in the case that date took place in the
XIX century) using the formula n + 12 (i. e 14 + 12 = 26th

February).
3. Ovksentiy belongs to the kind of priests. Ovksentiy’

father Vasiliy was a deacon. But after studying of archival
data we can say that his mother Mariya Volodymyrivna was
a daughter of priest as well. There are references relating to
the early nineteenth century, in which the name of priest
Jacob Korchak-Chepurkivskiy, abbot of the St. Myron
church in St. Petersburg (1825 – 1828 years) was named [2].
Was he a relative of O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy? It isn’t
known reliable enough.

4. O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy received theological
secondary education. We have found that he had been
studying in Poltava Theological Seminary since 1873 till
1877. Perhaps some ideas of Christianity and Orthodox
tradition formed his point of view and beliefs. In any case
such questions haven’t been discussed yet and might be
thought as original results of our research.

Reviewer: professor I.V. Vasylieva
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Àíòîíþê Î.ß.

Íàö³îíàëüíèé ìåäè÷íèé óí³âåðñèòåò ³ìåí³
Î.Î. Áîãîìîëüöÿ, ì. Êè¿â, Óêðà¿íà

Ðåçþìå. Àâòîðîì áóëè âèÿâëåí³ íåòî÷íîñò³ ó ìàòåð³-
àëàõ äåÿêèõ íàóêîâö³â, ÿê³ ðàí³øå äîñë³äæóâàëè æèòòÿ òà
ä³ÿëüí³ñòü â÷åíîãî. Ó äàí³é ðîáîò³ ðîçêðèòî äåÿê³ íå-
â³äîì³ ñòîðîíè á³îãðàô³¿ Î.Â. Êîð÷àêà-×åïóðê³âñüêîãî,
ïðèñâÿ÷åí³ ðàííüîìó ïåð³îäó éîãî æèòòÿ. Íà îñíîâ³ àðõ-
³âíèõ äîêóìåíò³â áóëî ñóòòºâî äîïîâíåíî á³îãðàô³÷í³
äàí³, çîêðåìà äàòó íàðîäæåííÿ, â³äîìîñò³ ïðî îñâ³òó.
Áóëî çàïðîïîíîâàíî îðèã³íàëüíèé ïîãëÿä íà äàòó íà-
ðîäæåííÿ, ïîõîäæåííÿ, îñâ³òó â÷åíîãî. Áàãàòî àðõ³âíèõ
äîêóìåíò³â áóëè ïðåäñòàâëåí³ âïåðøå ³ íå ðîçãëÿäàëèñÿ
â ïîïåðåäí³õ íàóêîâèõ äîñë³äæåííÿõ.

Î.Â. Êîð÷àê-×åïóðê³âñüêèé íàðîäèâñÿ 14 (26 ) ëþòî-
ãî 1857 ðîêó.  Äëÿ âèçíà÷åííÿ äàòè çà íîâèì (ãðèãîð³-
àíñüêèì) ñòèëåì ñë³ä äîäàâàòè 12 äí³â äî äàòè çà ñòà-
ðèì (þë³àíñüêèì) êàëåíäàðåì (ó òîìó âèïàäêó, ÿêùî
äàòà ìàëà ì³ñöå â XIX ñòîë³òò³), âèêîðèñòîâóþ÷è ôîðìóëó
N + 12 (òîáòî 14 + 12 = 26 ëþòîãî ).

Îâêñåíò³é ïîõîäèâ ³ç ðîäó ñâÿùåíèê³â. Éîãî áàòüêî
Âàñèëü áóâ äèÿêîíîì. Àëå ï³ñëÿ âèâ÷åííÿ àðõ³âíèõ äà-
íèõ ìîæíà ñêàçàòè, ùî ³ éîãî ìàòè Ìàð³ÿ Âîëîäèìèð³âíà
áóëà äî÷êîþ ñâÿùåíèêà. ª ïîñèëàííÿ, ÿê³ ñòîñóþòüñÿ
ïî÷àòêó Õ²Õ ñòîë³òòÿ, â ÿêèõ ñâÿùåíèê ßê³â Êîð÷àê-×åïóð-
ê³âñüêèé çãàäóºòüñÿ ÿê íàñòîÿòåëü õðàìó Ñâÿòîãî Ìèðî-
íà â Ñàíêò-Ïåòåðáóðç³ (1825 – 1828 ðð.). ×è áóâ â³í ðîäè-
÷åì Î.Â. Êîð÷àêà-×åïóðê³âñüêîãî äîñòîâ³ðíî íåâ³äîìî.

Î.Â. Êîð÷àê-×åïóðê³âñüêèé îòðèìàâ áîãîñëîâñüêó
ñåðåäíþ îñâ³òó. Äîâåäåíî, ùî â³í íàâ÷àâñÿ â Ïîë-
òàâñüê³é äóõîâí³é ñåì³íàð³¿ ç 1873 ïî 1877 ð., ³, ìîæëèâî,
äåÿê³ ³äå¿ õðèñòèÿíñòâà ³ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ òðàäèö³¿ ñôîðìó-
âàëè éîãî ñâ³òîãëÿä ³ ïåðåêîíàííÿ. Ó áóäü-ÿêîìó ðàç³ö³
ïèòàííÿ á³îãðàô³¿ Îâêñåíò³ÿ Âàñèëüîâè÷à ùå íå îáãîâî-
ðþâàëèñÿ ³ ìîæóòü ðîçãëÿäàòèñÿ ÿê îðèã³íàëüí³ ðåçóëü-
òàòè íàøîãî äîñë³äæåííÿ.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: á³îãðàô³ÿ, ìåòðè÷í³ äàí³, äàòà íà-
ðîäæåííÿ, ïîõîäæåííÿ, îñâ³òà.
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Àíòîíþê Å.ß.

Íàöèîíàëüíûé ìåäèöèíñêèé óíèâåðñèòåò èìåíè
À.À. Áîãîìîëüöà, ã. Êèåâ, Óêðàèíà

Ðåçþìå. Àâòîðîì áûëè âûÿâëåíû íåòî÷íîñòè â ìà-
òåðèàëàõ íåêîòîðûõ èññëåäîâàòåëåé, ðàíåå èçó÷àâøèõ
æèçíü è äåÿòåëüíîñòü ó÷åíîãî. Â äàííîé ðàáîòå ðàñ-
êðûòû íåêîòîðûå íåèçâåñòíûå ñòîðîíû áèîãðàôèè
À.Â. Êîð÷àêà-×åïóðêîâñêîãî, ïîñâÿùåííûå ðàííåìó ïå-
ðèîäó åãî æèçíè. Íà îñíîâå àðõèâíûõ äîêóìåíòîâ áûëî
ñóùåñòâåííî äîïîëíåíî áèîãðàôè÷åñêèå äàííûå,
âêëþ÷àÿ äàòó ðîæäåíèÿ, ñâåäåíèÿ îá îáðàçîâàíèè.
Áûë ïðåäëîæåí îðèãèíàëüíûé âçãëÿä íà îïðåäåëåíèå
äàòû ðîæäåíèÿ, ïðîèñõîæäåíèÿ, îáðàçîâàíèå ó÷åíîãî.
Ìíîãèå àðõèâíûå äîêóìåíòû áûëè ïðåäñòàâëåíû çäåñü
âïåðâûå è íå ðàññìàòðèâàëèñü â ïðåäûäóùèõ íàó÷íûõ
èññëåäîâàíèÿõ.

À.Â. Êîð÷àê-×åïóðêîâñêèé ðîäèëñÿ 14 (26) ôåâðàëÿ
1857 ãîäà. Äëÿ îïðåäåëåíèÿ äàòû ïî íîâîìó (ãðèãîðè-
àíñêîìó) ñòèëþ ñëåäóåò äîáàâëÿòü 12 äíåé ê äàòå ïî
ñòàðîìó (þëèàíñêîìó) êàëåíäàðþ (â òîì ñëó÷àå, åñëè
äàòà èìåëà ìåñòî â XIX âåêå), èñïîëüçóÿ ôîðìóëó N+12
(òî åñòü 14+12 = 26 ôåâðàëÿ).

Àâêñåíòèé ïðîèñõîäèë èç ðîäà ñâÿùåííèêîâ. Åãî
îòåö Âàñèëèé áûë äüÿêîíîì. Íî ïîñëå èçó÷åíèÿ àðõè-
âíûõ äàííûõ ìîæíî ñêàçàòü, ÷òî è åãî ìàòü Ìàðèÿ Âëà-
äèìèðîâíà áûëà äî÷åðüþ ñâÿùåííèêà. Åñòü ññûëêè,
îòíîñÿùèåñÿ ê íà÷àëó XIX âåêà, â êîòîðûõ ñâÿùåííèê
ßêîâ Êîð÷àê-×åïóðêîâñêèé óïîìèíàåòñÿ êàê íàñòîÿ-
òåëü õðàìà Ñâÿòîãî Ìèðîíà â Ñàíêò-Ïåòåðáóðãå (1825 -
1828 ãã.). Áûë ëè îí ðîäñòâåííèêîì À.Â. Êîð÷àêà-×åïóð-
êîâñêîãî äîñòîâåðíî íåèçâåñòíî.

À.Â. Êîð÷àê-×åïóðêîâñêèé ïîëó÷èë áîãîñëîâñêîå
ñðåäíåå îáðàçîâàíèå. Äîêàçàíî, ÷òî îí ó÷èëñÿ â Ïîë-
òàâñêîé äóõîâíîé ñåìèíàðèè ñ 1873 ïî 1877 ã., è, âîç-
ìîæíî, íåêîòîðûå èäåè õðèñòèàíñòâà è ïðàâîñëàâíîé
òðàäèöèè ñôîðìèðîâàëè åãî ìèðîâîççðåíèå è óáåæäå-
íèÿ. Â ëþáîì ñëó÷àå âûøåïåðå÷èñëåííûå ñòîðîíû
áèîãðàôèè Àâêñåíòèÿ Âàñèëüåâè÷à ðàíåå íå îáñóæäà-
ëèñü è ìîãóò ðàññìàòðèâàòüñÿ êàê îðèãèíàëüíûå ðå-
çóëüòàòû íàøåãî èññëåäîâàíèÿ.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: áèîãðàôèÿ, ìåòðè÷åñêèå äàí-
íûå, äàòà ðîæäåíèÿ, ïðîèñõîæäåíèå, îáðàçîâàíèå.


