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Summary. In this work we presented some unknown questions of O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s biography
devoted to the early periods of his life. We proposed historical background of the birthday, origin, education. A lot of
archival documents were shown at first and weren’t discussed in previous scientific researches. Ovksentiy V.
Korchak-Chepurkivskiy was born in 1857, 14" (26") of February. For determining of the date in the Gregorian (new)
style we should add 12 days to the date in the Julian (old) calendar (in the case that date took place in the XIX
century) using the formula n + 12 (i. e 14 + 12 = 26" February). Ovksentiy belongs to the kind of priests. Ovksentiy’
father Vasiliy was a deacon. But after studying of archival data we can say that his mother Mariya Volodymyrivna was
a daughter of priest as well. O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy received theological secondary education. We have found
that he had been studying in Poltava Theological Seminary from 1873 to 1877. Perhaps some ideas of Christianity
and Orthodox tradition formed his point of view and beliefs. In any case such questions haven’t been discussed yet

and might be thought as original results of our research.
Key words: biography, metrical data, date of birth, origin, education.

Introduction. Preventive medicine in the health system
of Ukraine in today’s society does not lose its value. Public
Health at the beginning of XXI century is considered in the
plane of planetary scale. Improving quality of life and
promoting health relates to key areas of policy. One the most
influential person in Ukrainian medicine of the early
XX century was a Minister of Public Health and
Guardianship (1919) O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy.

In the study we have analysed youth of academician
0.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy, whose experience is relevant at
the moment. His figure is critical in shaping the sanitary
epidemiological service in Ukraine. Unfortunately, the
academic contribution to medical science and biography
was not fully understood at present and requires modern
evaluation and rethinking.

Objective. The idea of this work is to present original
research data received from archival documents. We tried
deeply analysing origin and youth of O.V.Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy who became a Minister of Public Health and
Guardianship in 1919.

Materials and Methods. We used historical, analytical
and biographical methods. Due to archival documents and
autobiography (curriculum vitae) written by O.V. Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy we faced with some unknown facts of his life
that hadn’t been presented before.

Results and Discussion. Studying the role of
academician O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy in the develop-
ment and formation of Sanitary and Epidemiological Service
of Ukraine, the assessment of his heritage as a hygienist,
demographer, scientist and epidemiologist is very important
in the historical context of preventive medicine in modern
Ukraine.

But there are a lot of questions devoted to his early life
that were not analysed.

Ovksentiy belongs to the kind of priests. There are
references relating to the early nineteenth century, in which
the name of priest Jacob Korchak-Chepurkivskiy, abbot of
the St. Myron church in St. Petersburg (1825 — 1828 years)
was named [1]. Was he a relative of O.V. Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy? It isn’t known reliable enough. While there
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is every reason to think that Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s family
had priests. After studying of archival data we can say that
there are materials about origin of his mother Mariya
Volodymyrivna that she was daughter of a priest, and
Ovksentiy’ father Vasiliy was priest as well (he was a
deacon).

So Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy was the 11% child in
the family of deacon Vasyl and Mariya Korchak-Chepurkivski.
He was born on the 26" February (14" by Julian style) 1857 in
the small provincial city Kostyantynohrad, Poltava region
(now the city Krasnohrad in Kharkiv region) [2].

Figure 1. Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy

This study found inaccuracies in the materials of some
scientists dedicated to the study of biography, including the
birthday of academician. Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy
was born on the 14" February by Julian style. It is well
known that for determining the date of the Gregorian style
we should add 12 days to the date in the Julian (old) style (in
the case that date took place in the XIX century) using the
formulan+ 12 (i. e 14 + 12 =26"February, not 28"). Interes-
ting thing that in Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s autobiographies
birthday was presented in different ways: as February 14"/
26" and February 14%/27" as well [2, pp. 26, 28, 63; pp. 64, 67].

But we should know another explanation of the likely
date of birth of Ovksentiy’s date of birth. February 14", by
Julian Style, Orthodox Church celebrates the memory of St.
Ovksentiy. It was known by his relatives, especially father
should knew that as he was at that time a deacon. The child
was born on the day of St. Ovksentiy and therefore got his
name. A new (Gregorian) style this date nowadays corresponds
to February 27 (or the night of 26 to 27 February), but not 28. Still
believe methodologically correct determination date of birth
February 26", 1857 (according to historical methodology of
transforming the date in XIX century from old (Julian) to new
(Gregorian) calendar). So, given in encyclopaedias and articles
date of birth (28 and 27 as well) are not true. Much better to say
that Ovksentiy V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy was born in 1857, 14®
(26") of February.

It is noteworthy that his name is symbolic. It comes from
the ancient Greek “Ovobmn”, which means “extol”,

“enhances”, “multiply”, “expands”. In fact Ovksentiy entire
life has been a pioneer in preventive medicine, increasing
(multiplying) his God given talent (Matthew 25: 14-30).
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Figure 2. Metric-book
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February 14, Old Julian Style, Orthodox Church commemo-
rates St. Ovksentiy Vifinskiy, in memory of whom Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy was named as Ovksentiy. St Ovksentiy
Vifinskiy lived in the V century in Syria and became famous as
a moral and wise man. He was thought that received from God
the gift of healing and successfully treated people thet asked
him for help [3].

According to the State Archive of Poltava region, in the
metrical data (special register for recording births, marriages
and deaths) of the Annunciation Church in Kostyantyno-
hrad, Poltava province (1854 — 1861), which is stored in the
State Archive of Poltava region, recording the birth and
baptism in 1857 of Ovksentiy Korchak-Chepurkivskiy is not
present. Metric-books of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
church in Kostyantynohrad for 1857 are not stored in the
State Archive of Poltava region [4]. Much of the documents
of pre-war period were lost in the period of Nazi occupation
in Poltava region (1941 —1943). Given this fact, it is likely that
the Sacrament of Baptism of child Ovksentiy was held in the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary church.

There are some questions about Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s
secondary education as well. He was a student of district
school in Kostyantynohrad (1865-1869), and then continued
his studies at a theological school (1869-1873) and seminary
(1873-1877) in Poltava [2]. We have found that Ovksentiy V.
had been studied in Poltava Theological Seminary sience
1873 till 1877 (but not till 1874, as it was noted in studies of
some researchers [6]. This fact is confirmed on the basis of
archival documents (particularly in the archival data of
academic autobiography (curriculum vitae)) [2, pp. 64, 67].
Interestingly, this is one of the last vivo autobiographies
written in the post-war years. With that in previous
documents of 1930 the date was roughly changed (crossed
by pencil) since 1873 till 1874 or till 1883. The 1883 year of
graduating from the Seminary is illogical at all, as in 1883 O.V.
Korchak-Chepurkivskiy graduated from the Medical Faculty
of Kharkiv University. In all CVs states that O.V. Korchak-
Chepurkivskiy passed ‘seminary general course (without
theology)’. A full course of study at the seminary had to be
lasted 4 years (until 1877). Upon completion of the 4th year
seminary’s study (course) graduates continued their
education and usually studied theology during the 5th year.
It is likely that the absence of theology in the seminary in
curriculum vitae deliberately underlined. In 1930" the
presence of theological education could be an occasion to put
in the list of “politically unreliable”. After the Second World
War there was a radical change of attitude of authorities to the
Orthodox Church, as a result it was allowed to open churches,
decreased oppression of believers because of their religion.
At this time in his CV appeared information about studying at
the seminary since 1873 till 1877.

According to archival information provided by the State
Archives of Poltava region to our request, in June 1877
0.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy successfully passed the exams
and was allowed to be a student of the fifth year study of the
Seminary. “The list of students of Poltava Theological
Seminary, compiled by the Board of Poltava Seminary after
exams 1876 — 1877 academic year (25" and 27" June 1877),
was listed student Ovksentiy KorchakChepurkivskiy as a

student of the fourth year of study, he received the first level
and was recommended to the fifth class” [6, P. 429].

Thus, in the seminary, he had studied for four years, that
made possible to enter the university successfully. In 1877
he became a student of natural department of Physics and
Mathematics Faculty of the University of St. Vladimir in
Kiev. However, to complete a full course of study at the Kiev
University Ovksentiy wasn’t able, because in March 1878 he
was expelled for participating in the political students’
meeting (so-called “March Story”) [2, p.70]. But then he
continued his studies at Kharkov University (1878 — 1883) at
the Faculty of Medicine.

Conclusions

1. In this work we presented some unknown questions
of 0.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy’s biography devoted to the
early periods of his life. We proposed historical background
of the birthday, origin, education. A lot of archival
documents were shown at first and weren’t discussed in
previous scientific researches.

2. Ovksentiy V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy was born in
1857, 14 (26™) of February. For determining of the date in the
Gregorian (new) style we should add 12 days to the date in
the Julian (old) style (in the case that date took place in the
XIX century) using the formulan + 12 (i.e 14 + 12 = 26"
February).

3. Ovksentiy belongs to the kind of priests. Ovksentiy’
father Vasiliy was a deacon. But after studying of archival
data we can say that his mother Mariya Volodymyrivna was
a daughter of priest as well. There are references relating to
the early nineteenth century, in which the name of priest
Jacob Korchak-Chepurkivskiy, abbot of the St. Myron
church in St. Petersburg (1825 — 1828 years) was named [2].
Was he a relative of O.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy? It isn’t
known reliable enough.

4. 0.V. Korchak-Chepurkivskiy received theological
secondary education. We have found that he had been
studying in Poltava Theological Seminary since 1873 till
1877. Perhaps some ideas of Christianity and Orthodox
tradition formed his point of view and beliefs. In any case
such questions haven’t been discussed yet and might be
thought as original results of our research.

Reviewer: professor I.V. Vasylieva
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OCHOBHI BIX MOJ1IOAOCTI
0.B. KOPYAKA-YEMYPKIBCbKOI'O:
HEBIAOMI CTOPIHKU BIOIPA®DII

AHmoHwok O.51.

HaujonanbHul medu4Hul yHigepcumem iMeHi
0O.0. boeomornbus, m. Kuis, YkpaiHa

Pe3tome. ABTOpoM Oyrnu BUSIBNEHI HETOYHOCTI y MaTepi-
anax gesikux HayKoBLiB, SKi paHile JocrigxXyBanu XuUTTd Ta
OiSNbHICTb BYEHOro. Y faHin poboTi po3KpUTO aesiki He-
Bigomi ctopoHu 6Giorpadii O.B. Kopuaka-YenypkiBcbkoro,
NpUCBSAYEHi paHHLOMY nepioay Nnoro XuTTa. Ha ocHoBi apx-
iBHMX [OKyMeHTiB Oyno cyTTeBO AOMNOBHEHO GiorpadiyHi
OaHi, 30Kpema gaTy HapOMKEeHHs, BiJOMOCTiI MpO OCBITY.
Byno 3anponoHoBaHO opwuriHanbHUA Mornsg Ha JaTy Ha-
POLPKEHHS, NMOXOOXKEHHS!, OCBITY BYeHOro. barato apxiBHux
OOKyMeHTIB Bynu npeacTaBneHi BnepLue i He posrnsiganvcs
B MonepeaHiX HayKoBWUX AOCHIIKEHHSIX.

O.B. Kopuak-YenypkiBcbkuin Hapoamecs 14 (26 ) nioto-
ro 1857 poky. [Ons Bu3HayeHHs Oatu 3a HOBUM (rpuropi-
aHCbKMM) cTunem cnig gogasatv 12 gHiB Jo AaTw 3a cra-
puM (toniaHCbkUM) KaneHgapem (y TOMY Bunagky, SKLLO
Aata mana micue B XIX cToniTTi), BUKOpUCTOBYHOUM hopmyny
N + 12 (TobT10 14 + 12 = 26 ntoTOro ).

OBKCEHTIi MOXOAMB i3 pofdy CBSALLEHMKIB. Moro 6aTbko
Bacunb 6yB avsikoHoM. Ane nicnsi BUBYEHHSA apXiBHUX Oa-
HUX MOXHa cKasaTw, Wo i noro matn Mapis BonogmmupisHa
Oyna [OYKOK CBSLLEHMKA. € MocunaHHs, SKi CTOCYHTbCS
noyatky XIX cTonitTa, B AkMX cBALLEHUK HAkiB Kopyak-Yenyp-
KIBCbKUIA 3ragyeTbcs sk HacToaTenb xpamy Cesitoro Mupo-
Ha B CaHkT-lMeTepbypsi (1825 — 1828 pp.). YUn 6yB BiH poau-
yem O.B. Kopuaka-YenypKiBCbKkOro LOCTOBIPHO HEBILOMO.

0O.B. Kopuak-YenypkiBCcbkuin oTpumaB 6GOrocnoBcbKy
cepegHio oceiTy. [loBegeHo, wWo BiH HaByaesca B [lon-
TaBCbKi AyX0BHiN ceMiHapii 3 1873 no 1877 p., i, MoXxnuBeo,
Aesiki inel XxpucTnsaHCTBa i npaBocnasBHOl TpaauLii copmy-
Banu NOro CBiTOrNSA i NnepekoHaHHs. Y Byab-akomy pasiui
nutaHHs BGiorpadii OBkceHTia BacunboBmya e He obroso-
ptoBanmcs i MOXyTb PO3rNSAATUCA SIK OpuriHanbHi pesynb-
TaTW HaLWIOro AOCHIOKEHHS.

KnrouoBi cnoBa: Giorpadiss, MeTpuyHi aaHi, gata Ha-
POOKEHHS!, MOXOMKEHHSI, OCBiTa.

OCHOBHbIE BEXU MOJ1IOAOCTHU
A.B. KOPYAKA-YEMYPKOBCKOI'O:
HEW3BECTHbIE CTPAHULIbI BUOTPAOUN

AHmMoHoK E.A.

HauyuoHanbHbIl MeduyuHCKUl yHUgsepcumem umMeHu
A.A. bozomornnbuya, e. Kues, YkpauHa

Pe3tome. ABTOpOM Obinv BbISIBNEHbI HETOYHOCTU B Ma-
Tepuanax HeKoTopbIX MccrneaoBaTernen, paHee U3yvaBLUMX
XW3Hb U OeATenbHOCTb yyeHoro. B gaHHon pabote pac-
KpbITbl HEKOTOpblE HEW3BECTHblE CTOPOHbI Guorpadum
A.B. Kopuaka-YenypkoBCKoro, NOCBSLLEHHbIE paHHEMY ne-
pviofy ero xu3Hu. Ha ocHoBe apXMBHbIX JOKYMEHTOB Obifno
CYLLECTBEHHO [JOMonHeHo 6uorpaduyeckue AaHHble,
BKINOYas [aty poxaeHus, cBedeHuss o6 obpasoBaHuw.
Bbin npeanoxeH opurHanbHbIA B3NS4 Ha onpeneneHne
OaTbl pOXOEHUS!, NPOUCXOXAEHNS, 0Opa3oBaHUe y4YeHOro.
MHorve apxmBHble JOKYMEHTbI Obinv NpeacTaBneHbl 34ech
BMepBble U HE paccMaTpyMBanuChb B NpeaplayLimx HayYHbIX
nuccnenoBaHusX.

A.B. Kopuak-Yenypkosckun poguncs 14 (26) cdespans
1857 ropga. Onsa onpeneneHuns gatbl MO HOBOMY (rpuropu-
aHckomy) cTunio cnepyeT nobaensaTte 12 gHew Kk garte no
cTapomy (HonMaHCcKoMy) KarneHgapro (B TOM criydae, ecnmu
nata nmena mecto B XIX Beke), ucnonbays copmyny N+12
(To ecTb 14+12 = 26 cheBpans).

ABKCEHTMI MpOMCXOA4MN U3 poda CBsLeHHMKOB. Ero
oTey Bacunum 6bin gbskoHOM. Ho nocne u3yyeHusa apxu-
BHbIX @HHbIX MOXHO CKasaTb, 4YTO 1 ero matb Mapusa Bna-
OvMYpoBHa Obina govepbio cBsWEeHHUKa. EcTb cobinky,
oTHocAWwMmecs Kk Hadany XIX Beka, B KOTOPbIX CBALLEHHWK
Ao Kopuak-YenypkoBCKUM YNOMWHaETCA Kak HacTos-
Tenb xpama CesAtoro MupoHa B CaHkT-INetepbypre (1825 -
1828 rr.). bbin nn oH poacTeeHHKoM A.B. Kopuaka-Yenyp-
KOBCKOrO JOCTOBEPHO HEW3BECTHO.

A.B. Kopyak-YenypkoBckuii  nony4un 6orocnosckoe
cpegHee obpasoBaHue. [JokazaHo, 4TO OH yuyuncs B [on-
TaBCKOW AOyxoBHOW cemwuHapum ¢ 1873 no 1877 r., u, BO3-
MOXXHO, HEKOTOPblE MOEWN XPWUCTMAHCTBA W MPaBOCHAaBHOMN
Tpaguumm chopMmpoBany ero MMpoBo33peHne n ybexae-
Hua. B nobom cnyyae BbllenepeyncrieHHbIE CTOPOHbI
6uorpadun ABkceHTus BacunbeBuya paHee He obcyxaa-
NMCb M MOTYT paccMaTpuBaTbCs Kak OpuUrMHarbHble pe-
3ynbTaThl HaLEro UCCreaoBaHus.

KnioueBble cnoBa: 6uorpacusi, meTpuyeckue aaH-
Hble, JaTa poXOEeHUsl, MPOMCXoXaeHne, obpa3oBaHue.
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