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Melnykova L. The volunteer movement as a factor in the development of social activity of mentally 
retarded adolescents. The article deals with the development of social activity of mentally retarded adolescents 
in the process of the volunteer movement in special educational complex. The development of volunteering as 
one of the areas of student self-government is an important part of the educational work. The relevance of 
volunteer movement is caused by the increasing number of people who need social help. The unity of interests, 
tasks and ideas provides for implementation of the goals and the students` self-realization, the education of such 
qualities as charity, diligence, commitment to mutual support, the ability to work in team.
Keywords: volunteer, volunteer movement, mentally retarded adolescent, socialization, correction, 
special educational complex. 
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