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play, journalist  write and tell. Former sportsmen 
are not skilled enough to compete against 
professional journalist, who don’t only have a deep 
understanding of certain kind of sport, but also 
know how to write and tell about it in the way 
audience would like and understand. In this case, 

in future media researches have to define how 
sports media recipients perceive the information, 
delivered from the screen. Also, there is a need to 
specify what amount of trust from audience is 
given to the experts in sports journalism and how it 
influences on rating of a program.
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Kuznetsova M. Popular scientific programs in modern Ukrainian TV space: domestic and foreign content. 
Popularization of science is an integral part of work of media. Given the fact that the number of scientific 
discoveries and the pace of development of world science are steadily growing, the media are to promote the 
science by an accessible and understandable language to the mass audience. The article analyzes the position 
of the programs, movies and TV shows with popular science content in the domestic television. We can 
popularize science in modern TV space in two ways: using mass or specialized channels. We found which 
specialized channels provide airtime to popular scientific programs and how they relate to each other 
thematically. It is studied the percentage of Ukrainian TV channels which provide scientific and popular programs 
with airtime, and at what time most of such programs are broadcast. The correlation of domestic and foreign 
scientific and popular programs in today’s Ukrainian television is reviewed. It is revealed of thematic areas of 
programs provided most of the broadcast, as well as some subjects not paid enough attention to domestic 
channels.
Keywords: airtime, content, documentary, docudrama, mass channels, national television, popular 
science program, primetime, scientific journalism, scientific discoveries, serial, specialized channels, TV 
program, TV space.

Popularization of science is an integral part of 
work of media. Given the fact that the number of 
scientific discoveries and the pace of development 
of world science are steadily growing, the media 
are to promote the science by an accessible and 
understandable language to the mass audience [8]. 

Various aspects of media scientific information 
are highlighted in the works of A. Belyakova, 
V. Coloiev, A. Konovets, E. Lazarevich, 
A. Makarova, S. Miller, M. Rugilsford, 
L. Strelnikova, N. Zelinska, etc. The place of 
popular science content in Ukrainian media, 
especially on national television, is still not 
sufficiently investigated by Ukrainian scientists 
who determine the relevance of the work.

The aim of this work is to determine the 
location of programs, films and documentary with 
popular science content in Ukrainian TV space, 
and the thematic focus of such programs, and to 
find out the specific weight of Ukrainian and 
foreign scientific and popular programs in the 
broadcast of the Ukrainian TV channels. 

Science can be popularized in a modern TV in 
two ways: by using the mass or the specialized 
channels. The last one covers specific subjects, e.g. 
history, or it can be used as a platform for the 
broadcast of popular science programs of various 
subjects. Among Ukrainian channels here can be 
called «MEGA», «TONIS», «ECO-TV», etc. Mass 

channels differ in the orientation to the mass 
audience, and consequently, the share of scientific 
and popular content are usually minimized, 
although the mass media cover a much wider 
audience, and thus have the ability to popularize 
science and to influence a massive audience. 

To explore scientific and popular content in 
Ukrainian TV space, we investigated the content of 
modern Ukrainian TV channels and identified 
those where at least one program with popular 
science content is broadcasted. For the analysis we 
chose one of the weekly broadcasting in the period 
from 31.10.2016 to 06.11.2016. We have included 
the popular science television programs, 
documentary TV-series and documentaries to the 
category of TV programming with popular science 
content to better analyze the state of the 
representation of scientific themes in Ukrainian TV 
space.

According to the results of the quantitative 
analysis, the range of channels that present 
programs of scientific-popular type is disastrously 
low: of 45 all-Ukrainian TV channels only 
7 broadcast the popular science programs, serials 
and movies. These are «1+1», «5 hannel»,
«UA:FIRST», «MEGA», «NLO TV», «TONIS», 
«ECO-TV» [6]. The percentage is 84.4 % to 
15.6 % (Table 1). Besides, it is worth noting that 4 
of 7 channels – «MEGA», «NLO TV», «TONIS», 
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«ECO-TV» – report only popular science content. 
The lack of attention to the popular science content 
in the Ukrainian TV space is due to such a tiny 
percentage.

To determine the place of popular scientific 
content on Ukrainian TV channels that give airtime 

to this type of programs, we examined the weekly 
broadcasting of issue for all-national Ukrainian 
television channels, in particular the output time of 
the particular popular scientific, separately for 
weekdays and weekends (Table 1). 

Table 1.
Theme and place in the Ukrainian TV space popular science content 

The name of the TV 
program

Theme Essential day Airtime Production

«1+1»
1. «The world inside out» Geography Thursday,

Sunday
22:00-23:00
11:00-12:00

Domestic

«5 channel» 
2. «The time machine» Historical Monday–

Friday.
Saturday

05:15-06:00
02:15-03:00
19:25-20:10

Domestic

«UA:FIRST»
3. «Travel Lithuania» Geography Monday–

Tuesday
04:00-05:00 Domestic

4. «Tripoli. Forgotten 
civilization of Old 

Europe»

Historical Thursday 02:00-03:00 Domestic

5. «Adventure Club» Geography Tuesday–Friday 16:25-17:25 Domestic
6. «The Abolitionist – anti-

slavery»
Historical Tuesday–Friday.

Friday– Sunday 
17:25-18:25

03:00-04:00

Domestic

7. «Game of Fate» Historical Wednesday.
Sunday

15:35-16:35
13:25-14:25

Domestic

8. «Augustine Voloshyn. 
Independence Meteorite 

on a Silver Ground» 

Historical Saturday 04:00-05:00 Domestic

9. Doc. «The Legion. 
Chronicle Of The 

Ukrainian Galician 
Army. 1918–1919» 

Historical Sunday 16:30-17:30 Domestic

10. «The Reich: the 
Collapse of black 

breeders»

Historical Sunday 04:00-05:00 Domestic

«NLO TV» 
11. «Mythbusters» Experimental

science
Tuesday–Friday.

Saturday–
Sunday

10:45-11:15

07:45-08:15

Foreign

12. «That’s a whale» Experimental
science

Tuesday–Friday.
Saturday–

Sunday

11:15-11:35

06:00-06:20

Domestic

«MEGA»
13. «Alaska: the school of 

survival»
Geography Monday–Friday 08:50-09:45

17:55-18:50
Foreign

14. «Meteor threat» Aerospace and 
astronomy

Monday.
Sunday

10:40-11:40
23:00-00:00

Foreign

15. «Mind games» Biology Monday–Friday.
Saturday–

Sunday

11:40-12:40
23:40-00:30
13:00-14:00

Foreign
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The name of the TV 
program

Theme Essential day Airtime Production

16. «In search of truth» Historical Monday–Friday.
Saturday–

Sunday

12:40-13:40
19:45-20:45
09:00-11:00

Domestic

17. «The Guards Of Hitler» Historical Monday–Friday.
Saturday–

Sunday

15:20-16:20

11:00-13:00

Foreign

18. «The lion’s roar. 
Successful predators» 

Animal world Monday 17:00-18:00
22:45-23:45

Foreign

19. «Wild North America» Geography Monday 21:45-22:45 Foreign
20. «Mirror of history» Historical Tuesday–Friday 06:30-07:30 Domestic
21. «Secrets Of 

Stonehenge»
Historical Tuesday 13:40-14:40 Foreign

22. «Mystical Ukraine» Historical Tuesday–Friday 14:40-15:40 Domestic
23. «Eyes of Atacama» Historical Wednesday 10:30-11:30 Foreign
24. «Secret Of The Mona 

Lisa»
Historical Wednesday 12:30-13:30 Foreign

25. «Dinosaurs. Secret 
code»

Animal world Thursday.
Saturday

10:30-11:30
21:00-22:00

Foreign

26. «A Trap for the 
dinosaurs»

Animal world Friday 10:30-11:30 Foreign

27. «Wild Brazil» Geography Friday.
Saturday–

Sunday

21:40-22:40
15:30-17:30

Foreign

28. «Earth cataclysms» Disaster Saturday–
Sunday

14:30-15:30 Foreign

29. «In quest of adventure» Geography Saturday–
Sunday

17:30-18:15 Foreign

30. «The war within us» Medical Saturday 23:55-05:00 Domestic
31. «Ukraine: the Forgotten 

history»
Historical Sunday 23:55-05:00 Domestic

«TONIS»
32. «Austin Stevens 

Adventures»
Geography Monday–Friday 07:00-08:00

22:10-23:10
Foreign

33. «Diaries of the Second 
World war: Day by day»

Historical Monday–Friday.
Saturday–

Sunday

11:15-12:15
19:45-20:45
11:00-12:00.
18:50-19:50

Foreign

34. «The language of 
animals»

Animal world Monday–Friday.
Sunday

13:45-14:45

09:50-10:50

Foreign

35. «Zoos of the world» Animal world Monday–Friday 16:15-16:45 Foreign
36. «Civilization Incognita» Historical Monday–Friday

Saturday
18:15-18:45
05:00-05:30.
13:30-14:00
20:00-20:30

Domestic

«ECO-TV»

37. «The Universe» Aerospace and 
astronomy

Monday–
Sunday

05:25-06:10
21:25-22:10

Foreign

38. «Cosmos: Space and 
time»

Aerospace and 
astronomy

Monday–
Sunday

06:10-07:00
07:50-08:40
13:25-14:15
19:55-20:40

Foreign
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The name of the TV 
program

Theme Essential day Airtime Production

39. «Ancient Rome» Historical Monday–
Sunday

08:40-09:40
22:10-23:10

Foreign

40. «Unusual science» Experimental
science

Monday–
Sunday

15:20-15:50 Foreign

41. «Battle of the gods» Historical Monday–
Sunday

20:40-21:25 Foreign

To identify how successful the airtime is 
available for scientific and popular programs in 
Ukrainian TV space, one must determine which 
time period on our TV considered to be the best – 
Prime time. In the encyclopedic dictionary the 
Prime time is defined as a «broadcasting time on 
radio and television, covering the maximum 
number of listeners and viewers (usually from 19 
to 22 hours); the most expensive airtime for 
advertising, campaigning, etc.» [2]. Dictionary of 
foreign words interprets Prime time as «the most 
profitable and the most expensive time to host 
television and radio advertising, when the greatest 
number of people watching / listening the 
television and radio broadcasts» [3]. The Prime 
time in different countries can be in different time: 

in the US Prime-time accounted for 20:00-23:00, 
Kazakhstan – for 20:00-22:00, Russia – for 19:00-
22:00. At the weekend Prime-time generally 
varies: in the U.S. – 19:00-00:00, in Russia – 15:00 
to 01:00 [5]. 

Thus, in order to provide a reliable analysis, we 
first define what time on Ukrainian national 
television is considered Prime time. Prime time is 
the most expensive time for advertising customers, 
so we made a request to the TV channels «1+1», 
«Inter» and «STB» in their price lists for 
placement of commercials. We calculated the 
average arithmetic value of placement of 
advertising roller with duration of 10 seconds for 
these channels (Table 2). 

Table 2.
The average advertising price lists of TV channels «1+1», «Inter», «STB» 

Slot Weekdays Weekend
07:00:00 08:00:00 1 040 UAH. 520 UAH. 
08:00:00 09:00:00 1 170 UAH. 1 040 UAH. 
09:00:00 10:00:00 1 105 UAH. 1 690 UAH.
10:00:00 11:00:00 1 040 UAH. 1 795 UAH.
11:00:00 12:00:00 1 040 UAH. 1 855 UAH.
12:00:00 13:00:00 1 040 UAH. 1 560 UAH. 
13:00:00 14:00:00 1 040 UAH. 1 560 UAH. 
14:00:00 15:00:00 1 105 UAH. 1 495 UAH. 
15:00:00 16:00:00 1 235 UAH. 1 365 UAH. 
16:00:00 17:00:00 1 365 UAH. 1 560 UAH. 
17:00:00 18:00:00 1 550 UAH. 1 855 UAH.
18:00:00 19:00:00 2 080 UAH. 1 985 UAH.
19:00:00 20:00:00 2 535 UAH. 2 275 UAH.
20:00:00 21:00:00 2 860 UAH. 2 795 UAH.
21:00:00 22:00:00 2 665 UAH. 2 665 UAH.
22:00:00 23:00:00 1 885 UAH. 2 275 UAH.
23:00:00 00:00:00 1 495 UAH. 1 690 UAH. 
00:00:00 01:00:00 780 UAH. 910 UAH. 

Prime time falls in time period from 18:00 to 
23:00 on weekdays, and from 09:00 to 12:00 and 
from 17:00 to 23:00 at weekends. This will also 
help to determine which place is withdrawn by the 
Ukrainian television programs, popular scientific 

content, and hence to understand how big the 
audience is covered by these programs. 

We analyzed the position of popular science 
television programs in the grid, the issue of 
Ukrainian national TV channels. In the study, it 
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Theoretical and practical aspects of mass communication
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