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SOURCES OF EUROPEAN UNION LAW ON COPYRIGHT AND RELATED RIGHTS

Nataliya Soroka

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv,
1, Universytetska Str., Lviv, Ukraine, 79000

The present article proposes a general analysis of sources of European Union law on copyright and
related rights from the moment it was established and till now. The primary law consisting mainly of the
founding Treaties sets the general principles for determining European policies on copyright and related
rights. Upon the entry into force of the Lisbon Treatythe EU intellectual property rights fall within the
exclusive competence of the EU. Secondary legislation comprising the binding legal instruments such as
EU regulations and directives should be considered as the main source of EU law on copyright and
related rights. Mostly, the EU directives deal with specific categories of copyrightand related rights such
as computer programs, databases, rental, lending and resale rights.The present article also deals
withlegislations of members-states, international treaties and case law by the Court of Justice of the
European Union.
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