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GENDERING OR TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING

Oksana Havryliv
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Using German and German-speaking countries as an example, this article focuses on current intra-
and extralinguistic processes, that aim at achieving gender equality. It points out the interrelation between
language and society and stresses the important functions of language in stimulating processes of
rethinking social realities and phenomena. The article examines the characteristics of gendering in
different stages of the feminist movement, as well as different kinds of extralinguistic discrimination and
the problems with introducing a political correct notation. The restricted use of the term «sexism» is being
questioned here.

Next to the question «Who decides, which speech act is a discrimination?», another important
question is, how this term is defined, considering that a broader understanding of discriminatory language
also includes indirect forms, «positive discrimination» and «unnaming» or «ignoring», which, from a
social-interactive point of view, are considered to be even more discriminating than the most offensive
nomination. The definition of extralinguistic processes as discrimination is linked to these approaches.

As a conclusion it can be stated that linguistic and societal processes of gendering need to be
approached from an impartial position and with a sense of expedience and proportionality, so that
preventing the discrimination of one gender does not turn into a discrimination of the other one.

Key words: gerndering, sexism, social variable «gender», discriminatory language, tructural
discrimination.
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