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The paper deals with the essence and features of social constructivist approach. Using a comparative
method, methods of abstraction, analysis and synthesis, the ontological and epistemological foundations
of social constructivism as well as its forms and the role in political science are investigated. It is shown
that the social constructivist approach is developing and is identified as being internally diverse. It is also
characterized by a rationalist and reflexionist dualism nature being in opposition to classical and post-
modern concepts. It was proved that the basic constructivist social dimension of intergovernmental
cooperation research fundamentally influenced the development of the theory of international relations.

Key words: theory of international relations; social constructivism; rationalism; reflexionism; social
construction; social identity; international system; agent.
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