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CANADIAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THE DISCOURSE OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
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The former Canadian Diplomats having joined the academic sphere played the key role in forming
academic community for studying various aspects of foreign activity. However, publishing a number of
topical researches still didn’t mean establishing powerful, full and sufficient academic sphere in studying
Canadian foreign policy. Significant changes were noticed at the end of the 1980s – beginning of the
1990s, when the adequate academic community for studying Canadian foreign policy was formed and
made professional. Researches, made in this century have shown that Canadian academic community for
studying foreign policy differs by their theoretical pluralism and absence of dominating paradigm.
Increasing in number of academic communities, growing proficiency of researchers and implementing
foreign policy studies into Canadian University program gave impulse for preparing and publishing a lot
of significant researches. However, a number of obstacles prevents this sphere from development, in
particular, due to the fact that the research priorities of Canadian academicians are defined with
preferences of Canadian politics and public opinion. Consequently, Canada’s role in the global dimension
and their potential impact on the world policy is not given adequate attention primarily, because of their
neighboring location to the USA. Another obstacle, setting limits to this sphere’s development is the fact
that literature sources on Canadian foreign policy are still of Eastern Canadian origin. Thus, opinion of
politicians from the West of the state is not fully taken into consideration. The next challenge is the fact
that the literature on foreign policy is primarily English-Canadian, the French sources being deprived of
significance. And the final peculiarity in studying Canadian foreign policy is that the majority of
publications on this topic are made by Canadians with just a small number of foreign researchers.
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