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GAGAUZ ETHNIC PROBLEM IN CURRENT INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Ivan Franko National University of Lviv,
19, Sichovykh Striltsiv, Lviv, Ukraine, 79000, (032) 272-79-73

The main aspects of Gagauz ethnic problem in current international relations are described in the
article. The speaches of gagauz’s government and events, which are an examples of separatism in the
region, are analyzed. The gagauz’s basic requirements to the central government are characterized. The
main causes of separatism in Gagauzia are developed. It is the Russian influence in the region that
finances and incites gagauz’s people. Also, a significant reason is, that the ethnic minorities language
issues are not considered, the Gagauz autonomy is not enough represent in the central government of
Moldova. Gagauz people are against the integration of Moldova into the EU, and support the Russia and
the Customs Union vectirs. The Russion Federation provides an active propaganda against Moldova in
the region through the massmedia. In general , it is studied, that the Gagauz people would like better to
echieve wide autonomy, than to create an independent state.

The situation in the Gagauz area never escalated to large-scale violence. Discussion of draft laws to
create a recognized autonomous territory for the Gagauz began as early as October 1991, and in April
1993 a Gagauz congress decided that the Gagauz would remain within Moldova provided that they
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received the necessary guarantees. However, resolution of the conflict on this basis was blocked so long
as the parliament remained dominated by the MPF. The blockage was removed in February 1994 by the
election of a new and less nationalist parliament. The new constitution adopted in July 1994 envisaged the
granting of special status to the Gagauz area. The basis for resolving the conflict was established in
December 1994, when a law was passed codifying the autonomous status of Gagauzia. The OSCE
Mission to Moldova played an important supporting role in nurturing the negotiation process and
monitoring implementation of the new arrangements. The economic situation in the largely agricultural
Gagauzia is no better than in the rest of Moldova. In 2011 a large percentage of school children
failed Romanian language exams needed for entrance to University. During Soviet times Gagauzia had
mainly Russian-speaking schools. Without the Romanian language, Gagauzians have limited employment
options. A referendum organized by the Peoples Assembly of Gagauzia in Febuary 2014 produced
overwhelming majorities for closer relations with the Russia-led Customs Union (98.4%), against a closer
relationship with the EU (97.2%),  and the right to independence if Moldova surrenders or loses its
independence (98.9%).  Turnout was reportedly over 70%. Gauguaz Autonomous Territorial Unit
Governor Formuzal called on residents to participate to make their voices heard even though the central
government and a local court ruled the referendum unconstitutional and without legal status.  The
referendum's outcome does underline the affiliation many Russian-speaking Gauguaz have for Russia,
their interest in participating in the Russian labor market, and concern at the impact of Russian sanctions
aimed at giving Moldova second thoughts about an association agreement with the EU.
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