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THE BALLISTIC MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM IN THE US-RUSSIA RELATIONS
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During George W. Bush’s presidency, one of the key issues in the relations between the United
States and Russian Federation was the placement of elements of American missile defense system in
Poland and Czech Republic. Having come to power, Barack Obama announced the refusal of program
proposed by the administration of his predecessor. Undoubtedly, this step was perceived with enthusiasm
in the Kremlin and served as one of the important foundations for implementing the «reset» policy.
However, the refusal to implement the plans of George W. Bush did not mean that the US abandoned the
plans for missile defense system in Europe, in general. European part of missile defense system is
traditionally considered in Washington as an integral component of national security, which is the defense
of the United States and European allies from potential attacks of hostile states or nations. On the other
hand, the White House expected that an effective missile defense system would reduce the risk that the
US  allies  in  the  Middle  East  and  East  Asia  would  try  to  develop  their  own  weapons  in  response  to
regional threats on the backdrop of reducing the American arsenal. So, within a short period of time,
Barack Obama proposed a new plan, which, despite significant differences from the previous one,
contained provisions for the location of the missile defense system elements in Poland, and at the same
time in Romania.

Key words: the US; Russian Federation; foreign policy; the US-Russian bilateral relations; missile
defense system; Barack Obama.
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