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The article is devoted to a thorough and comprehensive study of psychological operations conducted
by the Russian Federation against Ukraine in the period from 2014 to the present.

Submitted in the article periodization of psychological operations by the higher military and political
leadership of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, allowed to conclude that to carry out psychological
operations against Ukraine, the Russian Federation began long before the war started, and the description
of each stage allowed to confirm the fact that the Russian Federation conducts these operations against
Ukraine systematically and regularly.

This article also identifies the main goals and objectives pursued by the military and political
leadership of the Russian Federation in conducting psychological operations against Ukraine. It is noted
that Ukraine is not the main target of psychological operations of the Russian Federation, but is only the
first step towards the implementation of the hybrid strategy of the aggressor state. The author also
describes ways and mechanisms of psychological impact of the Russian Federation on post-Soviet states,
European Union member states and third world countries, which allows to anticipate possible scenarios of
the Kremlin’s hybrid policy  and to develop a system of preventive measures against the aggressor.

 In addition, the article identifies the main target audiences against which psychological operations
are conducted by the Russian Federation and shows that in conducting psychological operations against
each of them the Russian Federation applies a differentiated approach.

Key words: psychological operations; psychological counter-operations; Ukraine; the Russian
Federation; target audience.
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