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Definitions of «small countries» in the International Relations studies were achieved. The main
emphasis is made on the approaches heterogeneity towards the interpretation of small countries in a
modern scientific discourse. There is an explanation of a necessity to study the foreign policy orientations
of small countries regarding the specifics of modern international environment dynamics.

The study of small countries peculiarities in the international environment provides the opportunity
to distinguish a range of strategies, to which they are inclined to adhere.

Small nations need special instruments to counter a range of security challenges. The latter calls for
cooperation with different actors and security donors, which are capable of decreasing a level of threat.
That’s why often small nations employ alliance shelter theory. In this regard the alliance shelter theory is
not only based on subordination and annexation or equality and autonomy. This approach focuses on the
necessity of small nations to receive «shelter» not only in the security field but also in different
dimensions.

Through the prism of realism it has been identified that little importance of small countries in the
international relations is a result of understanding the international environment’s anarchy and the
subordinate state of weaker parties against more powerful actors. Hence, this is a result of a principle
inability of small countries to influence the world scale processes, which is their permanent peculiarity.
Through the prism of realism small countries comply with the foreign policy orientation such as
balancing or the alliance with a winner, and a possibility to employ multilateral formats for interaction
with countries alike in the framework of the international law. The last option obtained a comprehensive
explanation in the framework of liberal international relations’ directions. Concentrating mostly on
identity oriented and normative bases of international interaction, it is mentioned that modern
constructivism tendencies do not pay enough attention to the issues of country’s size and strength. It is
demonstrated that the «status theory» and «alliance shelter theory» in particular cases can be used to
determine the principles of foreign policy behavior of small countries. Also there is the evolution of small
countries foreign policy approaches towards strengthening international institutions with their help.

Key words: small country; foreign policy; international relations theory; anarchy; international
institutions; status; power.
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