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THE FALKLANDS WAR 1982
THROUGH THE PRISM OF «PERSONAL FACTOR»
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The article is dedicated to the analysis of «personal factor» influence during the Falklands war
decision-making. The main conflict parties – Argentina, Great Britain and either the USA as a mediator –
and their concerns are thoroughly studied. There is articulated that the U.S. State Secretary A. Haig, the
President of Peru F. Belaunde and the UN Secretary General P. de Cuelliar’s peacekeeping proposals had
failed because of many complicated reasons and one the most important – personal and political will of
the  British  Prime  Minister  M.  Thatcher  to  continue  and  win  the  war.  The  Prime  Minister’s  personal
ambitions  and  the  national  interests  of  Great  Britain  as  a  great  power  has  been  merged  as  well  as  the
foreign policy course of M. Thatcher’s cabinet during the war has been widely supported by British
people that leads to the conclusion of the state leader’s personification with the state.

Key words: Argentine-British conflict; sovereignty over Falklands; mediation initiative; «personal
factor»; foreign policy decision.
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