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Purpose. The aim of this work is to analyze the educational and professional activities of cooperative institutions of
the Poltava province at the beginning of the 20th century. Methodology. Methodological basis of the given research is
the principle of historicism, taking into account the peculiarities of development of the economy of the Russian Empire
in the period of capitalism. The civilisation approach is used, which defines the anthropological features of the
Ukrainian peasantry in the era of modernization and its relationship to power. Results The positive role of zemstva in
the promotion and development of consumer societies is underlined. It is stressed on the influence of cooperative
department of the provincial zemstvo and instructors in cooperation with the district zemstva on the operations of
cooperative institutions. The supply and marketing operations of cooperatives, characterized by outreach and
professional activities of credit and savings and loan societies are examined; the role and the main activities of
agricultural societies in disseminating agricultural knowledge among peasants of Poltava region in the early twentieth
century are characterized. A close relationship between agricultural societies and bodies of local self-government is
shown on the example of the Kremenchuk district zemstvo. It is analyzed the materials of cooperative publications and
their role in promoting cooperation itself. Originality The work comprehensively explores the positive impact of
cooperative institutions on the formation of peasants’ social consciousness, parenting collective responsibility for their
actions. Practical value The practical significance of the research is based on the belief that the credit cooperation was
one of the most effective ways of mutual aid of the population in solving its financial problems. In modern Ukraine, a
positive experience of the past can become an example of cooperation between local governments and small/medium-
sized businesses. References 31, table 1.
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MPOCBITHUIILKA TA TPO®ECIMHA JISIJIBHICTh KOONEPATUBHUX OPTAHI3AIIN
MOJITABCHKOI 'YBEPHII HA IIOYATKY XX CTOJITTSA
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KpemeHuynpkuii HallioHaIbHUH YHIBepcUTeT iMeHI Muxaiina OcTporpaachbKkoro
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VY crarti mpoaHani3oBaHO NPOCBITHUIBKY Ta TpodeciiiHy HisIbHICTH KoomnepatuBiB [lonaraBchkoi ryOepHii Ha
nouatky 20 cromitts. HaronomeHo Ha MO3UTHBHIN pOJi 36MCTB y CHIPHUSHHI CTBOPEHHIO Ta MOLUIMPEHHIO CITOXKHBYHX
ToBapuCcTB. (OXapaKTepU30BaHO HANpPSIMU NPOCBITHUIBKOI Ta NpodeciiHOl MisTIbHOCTI KPEAMTHHX 1 OIIAIHO-
MO3WYKOBUX TOBAPHCTB, JIOCHTIPKEHO POJIb Ta OCHOBHI HANPSIMH MiSUIBHOCTI CUIBCHKOTOCHOIAPCHKUX TOBAPUCTB Y
MOIIMPEHHI arpoOTeXHIYHUX 3HaHb cepel censHcTBa [lonTaBomuu Ha mouyarky XX cromitrsa. Ha mpuknani
KpeMeHuyIIbKOro MOBITOBOTO 3€MCTBAa IOKA3aHO TICHUH 3B'SI30K MK CLIBCHKOTOCHOAAPCHKMMHU TOBAapUCTBAMH 1
OopraHaMy MiCIIEBOTO CaMOBpsiTyBaHHs. [IpoaHanizoBaHO MaTepiajy KOOIEPAaTHBHUX BHJAHb T4 BU3HAYEHO OCHOBHI
IUIAXH TPOIMaraHIy Koomepailii yepe3 IpyKoBaHi 3aco0u MacoBoi iHpopmarrii. HaromomeHo Ha MO3UTUBHOMY BIUTHBI
KOOIEPaTUBHHUX YCTAHOB Ha (POPMYBAHHS TPOMAJICHKOI CBIZIOMOCTI Y CellsiH. 3a3Ha4yeHo, [0 KpeIUTHA Koolepallis 0yna
OJTHUM 3 HaliepeKTHBHIIINX CIIOCO0IB CAaMOONIOMOTH HACEJIEHHS Y BUPIIIEHH] HOTO (hiHAHCOBUX IPOOIIEM.

KawuoBi  cmoBa:  koomepamis,  KpeAIWTHI ~ TOBapHCTBa,  OLIaJHO-TIO3MYKOBI  TOBapUCTBa,  JpiOHI
CLIIBCHKOTOCIIOAPCHKI TOBAPUCTBA, 3¢MCTBO, (PiHAHCYBaHHS, IIO3UKH, KPEAUT

PROBLEM STATEMENT. The basis for ensuring and local self-government bodies, as well as heads of
food security, satisfying needs and wants of population village councils and local communities.
with high-quality food (in different assortment and in With that end in view, comprehensive targeted
sufficient amount) is efficient agricultural production. programs are implemented in order to develop rural

Support for small and medium forms of areas, stimulate economic processes in rural areas and
management in agriculture is identified as a priority in to form a middle class of peasants through the
agricultural policy of the most successful countries in development of agricultural cooperation. Such
the world. Nowadays, farmers have difficulty in getting cooperation will help raise the competitiveness of small
loans, acquisition of equipment, fertilizers and other farms and lay the foundation for the revival of the
necessary things for the management of goods, Ukrainian village.
processing and profitable sales of agricultural products. In this connection, the study of experience of
In addition, work informative experience is much to be cooperative economic organizations, such as serving
desired. Solving the urgent problems of farmers, agricultural, consumer, and credit cooperatives are of
improving their well-being to a certain extent depends great importance. As history shows, only they fulfill an
on the combination of the efforts of executive bodies important socio-economic mission in the conditions of
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economic instability: provide its members with needed
services, aimed at improving the efficiency of small,
medium businesses; improve the living standards of the
population. Therefore, the majority of scholars see in
pre-revolutionary cooperation a sample of the desired
model.

The leading economists-cooperators of the pre-
Soviet period (Professor 1. Vitanovych [1],
O.V.Merkulov [2], V. F. Totomianc [3],
A. V. Chajanov [4]), as well as modern researchers
M.V. Aliman [5], S. G. Babenko [6],
V. V. Goncharenko [7], O. M. Krasnikova [8],
A. O. Panteleimonenko [9, 10]) devoted their work to
various aspects of development cooperation and
agriculture in the left-bank Ukraine. Especially, they
highlighted the problems of cooperative distribution
and agronomic knowledge for the development of
progressive management. Despite substantial research
of those authors, there is a need in elaboration of
educational and professional activities of the
cooperative organizations of Poltava province in the
early 20" century.

The aim of this work is to highlight educational and
professional activities in consumer, credit, savings and
loan associations, and agricultural societies that
functioned in Poltava province in the early twentieth
century.

EXPERIMENTAL PART AND RESULTS
OBTAINED. Cooperation as a  socio-economic
phenomenon is an important component of market
relations, especially in rural areas. It arises and gets a
rapid development when wide layers of the population
are involved in this sphere of relations; when many
people begin to feel the need to unite for the purpose of
collective solutions to economic problems, actual for
most.

Deep and comprehensive understanding of the
process of pre-cooperative movement formation allows
making quite a substantiated conclusion, that
accumulated cooperative experience, which was
formed in the second half of XIX — early XX centuries,
should not be regarded as distant history, unable to
exert significant influence on the development of
modern Ukrainian village. While studying it, it is
important to take into account the fact, that the
cooperative movement in pre-Soviet village was
formed in the period of establishment of market
relations. A similar process is happening in Ukraine
now. Moreover, the problems, which are modern small
and medium-sized agricultural producers or just
ordinary villagers face, were successfully solved
almost half a century ago by means of rural
cooperatives  (consumer, agricultural and credit
cooperatives). Without exaggeration, we can state, that
the accumulated cooperative experience in the past, is
not only a scientific-theoretical aspect nowadays, but
also has a practical value. It can be useful and can be
creatively used in modern co-operative practice [10, p.
213].

In the end of 19™ — early 20" century cooperation
was rapidly developing in Russian Empire. Significant
role in its propagation was played by zemstvo, which
conducted extensive work among the peasants for the

promotion of new methods of farming. Life itself has
convinced zemstva’s leaders that cooperation was
necessary and that it was impossible to avoid them.
Bitter experience has proved that the land work is often
fruitless where there is no association. According to a
prominent zemstvo worker S. Maslov, "the objectives
of zemstvo and cooperation are similar in such an
important matter as the raising agriculture. Because of
the backwardness of most farmers, the agronomic
activities of the zemstva were met with strong
opposition from the population, who treated
innovations with great disgust. However, zemstvo’s
leaders saw that agricultural activities were made easily
through cooperatives. What is not feasible for an
individual farm is quite easy by using credit or
agricultural society. Any activity, carried out by the
cooperative, the farmers trast. The zemstva were forced
to promote agriculture only by helping cooperatives"
[11,p. 82].

The cooperation in the form of consumer savings
and loan associations has received a large spread in the
beginning of the XX century.

Consumer society is a voluntary association of
farmers for joint business activities with the aim to
improve their economic and material condition. It
carried out trade, procurement, production and other
(not prohibited by law) activities, contributed to the
creation of socio-economic structure of agriculture. Its
work was based on the principles of voluntary
membership, democracy, social justice, mutual aid and
cooperation, free enterprise, based on market relations.
Active participation in promoting the creation and
dissemination of consumer societies was taken by
zemstva.

In the report of Kremenchuk uyezd zemstvo (1916)
it was noted that the consumer society as a
cooperative’s was a school to identify initiatives and
performances. Taking part in general meetings of the
society, the population is accustomed to doing
comprehensive community work. While electing
officers, forcing them to run a business appropriately
and discussing various issues, the community members
expanded their horizons, acquired necessary
knowledge.

The first consumer society in the Kremenchuk
district appeared in 1902. On January 1 in 1915, there
were 25 consumer societies, and 8 of them appeared in
1913-1914 [12, p. 274]. In the middle of 1915, the
number of consumer societies has increased to 38, and
in the end — to 42. That is, in the last few years a rapid
growth was seen.

The main reasons for the increase in societies of
this type were:

— high prices on items of daily consumption;

— dishonesty of private traders who did not disdain
any means in the pursuit of profit;

— the emergence of interest on cooperative
activities in recent years.

Not the last role was played by zemstva, which
carried out an extensive propaganda work to attract
farmers to the cooperative organizations. As can be
seen from previous data, most of the cooperatives in
the uyezd appeared in post-revolutionary and pre-war
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years. Moreover, at this time zemstvo stepped up its
activity in the direction of cooperation expansion. The
resolution of the 50th regular session of the
Kremenchuk zemstvo (1914) introduced the position -
a specialist of cooperation.

That position required the following duties:

1) to conduct a study on current consumer societies
and to get acquainted with their needs and wants;

2) to give written and oral explanations for
cooperation to all people and institutions;

3) to facilitate in opening new consumer societies;

4) to promote correct statement of business
accounting and office management in the companies;

5) to advocate the usefulness of cooperation
through the readings and conversations with the
population;

6) to provide the society with statutes and account
books;

7) to organize regional congresses and meetings for
representatives of societies;

8) to undertake activities for the development and
improvement of cooperative business in the uyezd
[13,p. 26].

During 1915 the instructor of cooperation took the
commissions of Town Council as follows:

1) conducted a complete audit of such consumer
societies in: Galytske, Svyatylivka, Zhuky, Velyki
Krynky, Mali Krynky, Omelnyk, Lamane, Fedorivka,
Popivka, Kryukiv, Ustymivka, Manuilivka, Pisky,
Gorbanivka;

2) organized discussions about cooperation and all
socio-economic measures at 16 village assemblies;

3) set the correct bookkeeping using the American
double system of accounting in 16 societies;

4) opened a new consumer society in the village of
Kobelyachok;

5) made the annual report approved at the meeting
of consumer societies in: Galytske, Svyatylivka, Velyki
Krynky, Mali Krynky Omelnyk, Fedorivka Kryukiv,
Ustymivka, Manuilivka, Pisky;

6) carried out economic-financial studies of
Kremenchuk district, and its data was the basis for the
creation of the provincial small cash loan;

7) instructed on conducting the accounting
transactions in a mediatory operations;

8) delivered lectures on cooperation at general
meetings of agricultural societies: Nedogarky,
Bogomolivka, Fedorivka, Motronivka [13, p. 33-34].

The expansion of consumer societies contributed to
the prices decline for products in their areas of
operation. Thus, in September 1915 in Kremenchuk
district, the prices for consumer goods were: in places,
where the consumer shops existed, 1 pound of kerosene
cost 5 kopecks, sugar — 13 kopecks, lump sugar —15-16
kopecks, millet — 5 kopecks; and where the consumer
shops didn’t exist, respectively, 1 pound of kerosene
cost 6-8, sugar — 15-17 kopecks, lump sugar — 18 to 20
kopecks, millet — 7-8 kopecks [13, p. 29].

Thus, the prices of these goods differed by 5 — 20%.

During 1913-1914 the Kremenchug district has
worked closely with cooperatives in distributing of
agricultural products. Thus, they had purchased 58834
pounds of rye at the price of 84 kopecks per pound.

Oboznivka credit society attended the auction and has
supplied 18 thousand pounds to the amount of 15120
karbovantsiv; credit society in Gradizk — 10436 pounds
worth 8766 karbovantsiv 24 kopecks; agricultural
society in Motryne — 8965 pounds to the amount of
7530 karbovantsiv 60 kopecks. [12, p. 382].

With the help of the unions of consumer societies it
was carried out the sale of vegetables and dried fruits
for the army. About active functioning at Poltava
cooperative-drying factories was evidence of building
13 drying factories in consumer societies, which in
1914 dried over 12 tons of vegetables for the amount of
56 thousand karbovantsiv. [14, p. 139].

The efficiency of supply and sale activities for a
considerable part of consumer societies is evident by
the facts. Thus, the growth of trade of consumer society
in Bairak (Poltava province) was increased in three
times in comparison with 1915 (29 thousand
karbovantsiv) [15, p. 548-549]. Also successful was the
activity of "Consumer society of rural owners of Lubny
district", appeared in 1915; during the first year of
activity it brought together more than 1300 members,
the size of the share capital amounted to 9139

karbovantsiv, reserve capital — 1234 Kkarbovantsiv,
annual turnover — about 50 thousand karbovantsiv [16,
p. 548-549].

Significant place in the activities of consumer
societies of the early twentieth century was devoted to
educational work. One of its participants, I.
Pryhozhenko, has identified five areas of educational
activity: "The easiest way for the spread of cooperative
consciousness is cooperative book and cooperative
press...; the second way — the edition posters of an art
genre with cooperative small texts and small leaflets —
cooperative  proclamation...; the third method,
concerning cooperative consciousness, is the most
complex and expensive... is conducting short-term
general courses in each village at least once a year,
individual lectures on various issues of cooperation in
the accompanying drawings, magic lamp or
cinematography, conversations...; the fourth way is the
introduction of cooperation in the schools, especially in
primarily or elementary ones...; finally, the fifth and
the last way should be considered the annual
observance of cooperation holidays, the so-called "days
of cooperation..." [17, p. 5].

The consumer society in Opishnya, which operated
in the region, initiated the provision of legal advice to
its members. It prepared the relevant rules of
consultation [18, p. 529].

Consumer societies along with agricultural
associations practiced discussions, concerning issues of
consumer cooperatives. Thus, in 1910, at a meeting of
the cooperative department of the Poltava Agricultural
Association the following reports were made: "About
credit consumer cooperatives and their members" (V.
G. Sobolev), "About workers of consumer
societies"(G. P. Makarenko,) and "Accounting and
reporting in consumer societies" (M. M. Volkov). The
abstracts were published [9, p. 193].

With the strengthening of market relations the need
for skilled workers increased. Thus, in 1916 through
Poltava Union of consumer societies, the provinces
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organized short and long term courses in Poltava,
courses-meetings, concerning accounting issues in
Poltava and Opishnya (1917), courses-meetings in
seven villages of Poltava district (1918). To ensure the
quality of education Union based cooperative school,
and later College [10, p. 59].

The deductions of consumer societies grew for
charitable purposes and educational activities. Thus, in
Poltava province (in1908), seven rural societies
expelled to the promotion of this work 196
karbovantsiv 61 kopecks. [10, p. 59].

Individual consumer societies together with credit
cooperatives and agricultural associations were the co-
founders of cooperative publications. Questions of
cultural activities were highlighted at cooperative
congresses, meetings, conferences. [19, p. 24]. In 1915
Poltava provincial cooperative Congress endorsed the
wish to organize a cooperative school with Ukrainian
language of teaching, but also decided about the
necessity of teaching native language at schools during
Kiev Congress of the cooperative unions (1916) [20, p.
161].

Thus, the pre-Soviet transition of consumer
societies of Ukraine to active public education and
charitable activities was evidence to an increase in their
financial strength and a strong desire to involve the
cooperative movement of new members to further the
development of local societies and their associations.

Rural credit cooperatives became the basis of home
credit cooperatives, which were based on the left-bank
Ukraine, in Poltava region. First savings and loan
association in Ukraine was founded in 1869 (Gadyach),
which existed until 1918, Later, other institutions of
this type began to appear. The most successful among
them was Sokyrynyanske that in the province of
Poltava, which was founded in 1872. Public authorities
were considered to be the general meetings, the
Management Board, the Supervisory Board and
Trustee [21, p. 71]. In the early twentieth century,
credit case in Poltava province has achieved a
remarkable development. Dated from January 1, 1913,
there were 203 credit unions, 71 savings and loan
offices, 5 banks and 267 rural public institutions -
among the last: 2 rural funds, 6 rural banks, others - the
county funds [22, p. 65]. The total number of credit
companies in Poltava province was approximately 336
(January 1, 1916).

Credit societies in Poltava province appeared
mainly with the assistance of the Treasury. From the
amount of 948961 karbovantsiv of fixed capital the
share of funds from the Treasury accounts for 621708
karbovantsiv or 65%, and the share for zemstvo —
76854 karbovantsiv, or 8%, for private individuals and
institutions — 23253 karbovantsiv, or 2.5% and for
societies — 226876 karbovantsiv, or about 24% [22, p.
69]. In the main capital among the number of specified
Treasury funds and additional borrowings there were

funds for long-term loans as well. Together they
amounted to 269 thousand karbovantsiv.

The leading issue in the work of these cooperatives
was crediting their members. In the early twentieth
century, credit operations in the activities of credit and
savings societies (according to consolidated balance
sheets) amounted to 90-95 %. The capital that was
concentrated in the credit cooperatives was granted to
members of the cooperatives in the form of loans.
Short-term loans were given for one year (purchasing
plough, seeds, fertilizers, fodder) and long term loans
were given for 3-5 years on business, making a profit
only after a certain time (purchasing equipment,
horses; draining of meadows; construction of the mill)
and were usually used in economic activity [3, p. 249].
According to typical statutes of credit and loan
societies, the loans were provided under a private trust,
the guarantee members or other ‘trustworthy persons’,
and under the pledge of grain, cattle, agriculture tools
and others [3, p. 245-269; 23, p. 26; 24, p. 3]. The
amount of the loans ranged from 50 karbovantsiv to
300 karbovantsiv, and sometimes even up to 1000
karbovantsiv, if the society accepted agricultural
products as a pledge [3, p. 237, 260; 4, p. 148].

The abovementioned amounts of loans gave the
opportunity to strengthen the peasant’s economy, to
make it more effective. The loans had a production
purpose, and were provided for consumer’s needs.
Thus, credit cooperatives were made a producer closer
to the source of the loan. The activities of the loan
companies focused their attention on their members.
The members could receive loans on more favorable
terms than when they, as individuals, acted
independently [3, p. 245-269; 2, p. 9].

At the turn of the 20" century, credit cooperatives
took over procurement and distribution functions for its
members. An important place in the supply of credit
cooperatives (mostly credit unions) was taken to
purchase transactions, which provided the members of
the above associations with needs and wants. To this
end, the society organized the warehouses, and
consumer shops. Supply operations were carried out
with the help of zemstva, less frequently, private firms,
and more often by the cooperatives. In the latter case,
the source of financing was working capital.

The cooperative supply was widely practiced to the
members of those societies, by means of agricultural
machinery, tools, seeds, fertilizers and so on. It should
be noted that not only the society carried out a search
of goods at the lowest prices. Entrepreneurs also sought
broader contacts with them, foreseeing potential clients
in loan saving and credit associations, which were able
to conclude wholesale trade deals [10, p. 194].

A certain place in the procurement operations of
savings and loan societies was given to supply home-
made goods, needed in the peasant economy.
Consolidated materials in Poltava province (see table
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1) can give you some idea about the level of activity of

credit cooperatives for the supply of necessary goods.

Table 1 — Turnovers of savings and loan associations and credit societies of Poltava province in the sphere of goods
delivery [25, p. 45]

1907 1908
The essence of activity Credit Savings and loan Credit Savings and loan
societies associations societies associations 1908
Supplying goods to its members,
thousand of karbovantsiv 184 188 1060 475

Also sales activities were extended to operations on
grain, sugar beet, tobacco, tomatoes realization.
Realizing the profitability of sales of ready-to-use
products, credit cooperatives in the early 20" century
intensified the processing.

In the early twentieth century, credit cooperatives
of Ukraine have stepped up educational work for
members and public. "Cultural-educational activity, —
was rightly noted in one of those publications — is an
important partner in cooperation, because without it, it
is impossible the normal development of cooperation"
[26, p. 23]. Education had several important directions:

— publishing cooperative press and specialized
literature;

— organization and full support of cultural
institutions of educational nature, particularly for
libraries, schools, people's homes;

— increasing agriculture level members of credit
cooperatives.

The most popular among credit cooperatives of
Ukrainian provinces on a survey of 1914 were such
specialized periodicals as the "Journal of Small Credit",
"Splotchyna", "Journal of cooperation" and "Ant —
Insect" [26, p. 23]. Also the issues of cooperative credit
on their pages was covered by print media in
agricultural and consumer societies "Farmers",
"South cooperator”, "Arable land", "The Union of
consumers", "World summer lighting" and the like.
Quite often, a cooperative periodicals published
through close cooperation and joint funding from the
societies of various kinds, as well as the zemstva.

Thus, in the report of the editorial board of the
newspaper "Trud" (which was published by Zinkivskiy
Department of Poltava society of agriculture), it was
stated that credit societies in Borkiv, Velyki Budyscha,
Tarasivka, Velyka Pavlivka, and mutual credit society
in Zinkiv actively participated in financing the
abovementioned editorial board. Annual financial
support for the newspaper by the above mentioned
cooperatives was in 1915 — 155 karbovantsiv [27, c. 6].

The organization and comprehensive support of
cultural institutions of educational nature (libraries,
schools, people's homes, in particular) was an
important part of the educational work that was
continuously carried out by credit cooperatives. Credit
societies in Chornuhy, Yatsynivka were engaged into
active financing of libraries-reading rooms in province
of Poltava [28, p. 25]. In 1909 credit company
Tagamlyk (Kostyantynograd county, Poltava province)
together with the local agricultural association built
people's house, in which there was a large hall for
general meetings, lectures, readings, discussions, and
performances, concerts, etc [29, p. 182].

Credit cooperatives of Ukraine in pre-Soviet times
have been actively taking care of increasing
agricultural level of its members. The journal "Zemskiy
agronomist" on this occasion said: "Experience shows
that having cooperatives (including credit ones — after
the author) concentrating the conscious elements, is
relatively favorable environment for implementing the
most different agricultural activities among the broad
masses of working people» [30, p. 9].

Thus, generalized the historical experience of
cultural and educational activities of domestic credit
cooperation it can be creatively used now, particularly
in the practice of credit unions and agricultural
cooperatives.

In the early 20" century in Poltava province, there
was a small intensive agricultural society, which
brought together the most educated part of the
peasantry. They operated within the village or volost (a
small rural village). Due to their regulations, they were
the cooperatives of educational character, but they
carried out commercial activities aimed at improving
the economic well-being of their members.

A big role in the process of agricultural society’s
formation played provincial and district zemstva,
which provided them both with financial and material
support. Agricultural societies have become a sort of
reference points through which they conducted their
activities.

Only in Poltava province on January 1, 1915, there
were 317 agricultural societies. Most of them were in
Gadyach district — 28, and the least (10) — in Prilutsk.
They united around 5.4% of all farms in the province
[31, p. 17]. The number of cooperatives of this type in
Poltava province, starting from 1910, was ranked first
in Russia, being well ahead of neighboring regions.
Thus, according to 1912, in Poltava acted 241 small-
scale agricultural societies, whereas in Ekaterinoslav
province their number was 48, in Kharkiv — 47, in
Chernihiv — 61, in Kherson — 55 [28, p. 3].

Among the activities for promoting agronomic
knowledge, which were conducted based on zemstvo
agricultural societies, we should include the foundation
of libraries, conducting readings and discussions,
courses on agriculture, small short-term exhibitions,
experimental fields and other places.

Almost every agricultural company in Poltava
province had its own library, in which the amount of
literature was constantly growing. Therefore, in 1911,
only one cooperative counted 177 titles of books, 1912
— 209 [32, p. 205]. Reshetylivka agricultural society
had the largest library— about 3 thousand titles and 313
readers [32, p. 205]. On average, one company
accounted for almost three periodicals. Grunske
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agricultural society of Zinkiv uyezd, subscribed to
most magazines and newspapers (18) in 1912 [32, p.
205]. Among the periodicals "Farmers" was the most
popular, it was subscribed by 149 agricultural societies;
next in turn was "Grain grower" — 98 subscribers.
There were also other journals, popular and well
subscribed: "South Russian agricultural Gazette",
"Arable land", "The farm", "Mayak" and others [32,
p. 205].

On the example of the Kremenchuk district, it can
be noted, that almost half of library users were peasants
who were not included in societies. 593 members of
agricultural societies and outsiders (508) have used
library services in 1915 [12, p. 336]. Thus, thanks to
the activities of libraries of agricultural societies a
significant number of farmers, who were not included
in the cooperatives had the opportunity to receive
useful information. Reading and conversations, which
were held on the basis of the agricultural societies,
played an important role in the broadening of
agricultural knowledge. They were mainly held during
the general meeting of the cooperative. In 1914, 1,5
thousand conversations and readings in Poltava
province were conducted. Lecturers were from
agronomists, agricultural wardens, secretaries of
societies. The main topics of the lectures and
discussions were the issues of soil science, livestock,
cooperatives, horticulture, etc. During such reading
sessions, the students were given away free booklets
and leaflets on various issues of agriculture.

Another form of agricultural broadening were
courses that have been arranged in 7 societies in 1912.
They lasted 15-30 days. In Kremenchuk uyezd, such
courses were held for the first time that year on the
basis of Omelnik agricultural society. The experience
of holding such events showed that farmers, who
received training, have become elements that are more
conscious and were able to understand the particular
issues of agriculture. Students were reliable guides for
zemstv, providing agricultural knowledge in a peasant
environment. An important factor in the promotion of
advanced methods of farming were various exhibitions.
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B cratee npoaHanu3upoBaHa MPOCBETHTENBCKAsE M MPOQECCHOHATIbHAS JEITEIbHOCTh KoonepaTiHBoB IlontaBckoi
ryoepuun B Havyaje XX Beka. AKIECHTHPOBAaHO BHUMaHHE Ha MOJOKXUTEIBHOW POJIM 3€MCTB B COJICWCTBHU CO3JIAHUIO U
pacrpocTpaHeHUH  IOTPeOMTENbCKUX — oOmiecTB.  OXapakTepu3OoBaHbl — HANpABIICHUS  MPOCBETHTENLCKOW U
npo(eCCHOHANBHON NEeATeIbHOCTH KPEAUTHBIX U CCyI0-cOeperaTeNbHbIX OOIIECTB, UCCIEIOBAHBI POJIb U OCHOBHBIE
HAIpaBJICHUS] JESIIBHOCTH CEIbCKOXO3SMCTBEHHBIX OOIIECTB 0 PACHPOCTPAHEHHIO arpOTEXHUYECKUX 3HAHUHA cpenu
KkpecThsiHCcTBa [lontaBuiael B Havyane XX Beka. Ha mpumepe KpeMeHuyrckoro yesgHoOro 3eMcrBa MOKa3aHO TECHOE
B3aMMOJICHICTBUE MEXKIY CelIbCKOXO3SHCTBEHHBIMU OOIECTBAMH W OpraHaMH MECTHOTO CaMOYIPaBIICHUSI.
[Ipoananu3upoBaHbl MaTepHabl KOONEPAaTUBHBIX M3/IaHUM M ONpeIeseHbl OCHOBHBIE ITyTH MpONAaraHisl KOONepaluu
yepe3 MevaTHbIe CpecTBa MaccoBoi nHpopManuu. OTMEYEHO MO3UTHBHOE BIIMSIHUE KOOIEPATHUBHBIX OpPraHMU3aluii Ha
(hopMupOBaHUE TPAXKAAHCKOTO CO3HAHUS y KpecThsiH. OIpeiesIeHo, YTO KpEeAUTHAsE KOOIepalyst ObU1a OJTHUM M3 CaMbIX
3¢ PEKTUBHBIX CITIOCOOOB CAMOIIOMOIIIY HACEJIEHUS B PELICHHH €ro (PHHAHCOBBIX MPOOJIEM.

KnarouyeBble cjioBa:  Koolepauus, KpeAUTHBIE  COIO3BI, Ccymo-cOeperaresbHble  OOLIECTBA,  MEJKHUE
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