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The participation of representatives of Ukraine and Kazakhstan
in the French Resistance Movement in the Second World War:
transnational aspect

The article focuses on the fact that in historical researches of recent
years more and more attention is paid to the study of the past of the
world community and Ukraine and Kazakhstan, in particular based on
a transnational idea. Its application can replace the confrontation of na-
tional narratives with their coexistence, and thus depart from the isola-
tionism and provinciality of national historiography. In this context, an
attempt has been made to reveal concrete, documented facts about the
participation of the inhabitants of Ukraine and Kazakhstan and repre-
sentatives of other nationalities in the French Resistance Movement in
the Second World War. In particular, the thesis was based on the fact
that, in addition to the French, the contingent of fighters against the Nazi
invaders was formed in several ways: a) from former emigrants, who
settled and lived in France before the war; b) the people whom the local
patriots managed to release from captivity, concentration camps, labour
camps, military factories and mines located on its territory; c) fugitives
from the German Legions. It was emphasized that the French Resistance
Movement began to unfold from the first days of the Second World War
and the occupation of the country by Hitler’s troops. His ranks grew and
were gaining ever greater strength and scope both at the expense of eth-
nic Frenchmen and representatives of many other European nations. Due
to this, there were thousands of representatives of Ukraine and hundreds
of Kazakhs who courageously and bravely fought with the Nazis and
thus made their significant contribution to the liberation of France from
the invaders and to the defeat of Hitler’'s Germany. With the common
goal and working closely together, they organized the sabotage of the
factories and mines, prevented the regular movement of railroad trains
with live power, military equipment, weapons and ammunition, arranged
military operations against German fascist military formations, helped
liberation slavery from concentration camps, etc.
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KAZAKHS — PARTICIPANTS OF THE RESISTANCE
MOVEMENT IN FRANCE

The anti-fascist Resistance movement, which unfolded during World
War II in the countries of Europe, occupied by German and Italian fas-
cists, including France, made a significant contribution to the victory
over fascism. Soviet prisoners of war and civilians, forcibly hijacked
by the fascists from the territory of the USSR, took an active part in
this movement. Meanwhile, the question of the participation of Soviet
citizens, in particular the Kazakhs, in the French Resistance movement
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belongs to the number of still insufficiently developed in the history of
the Second World War.

The study of archival documents shedding light on the participation
of Kazakhs in the fight against fascism, on the fate of people caught
in fascist captivity participating in the European resistance movement,
discovering the burials of the deceased heroes, restoring the names of
heroes officially considered missing to conduct, is the most important
task for the formation and preservation of the historical memory of the
Kazakh people, for the restoration of the real and true history of the
World War II.

Comprehensive research on this topic with the extensive use of
European archival materials was not carried out, despite their social
and scientific relevance. The sources of these new data are foreign ar-
chival documents.

A complex interdisciplinary study of the problems of the participa-
tion of Kazakhs in the Second World War on the basis of new docu-
ments extracted from the archives of France, Belgium, Italy, Russia and
Norway is a priority task of the international research project “Kazakhs
in World War II: new documents from foreign archives” in which histori-
ans from Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Italy, Israel take part.

Key words: Kazaks, World War II, France, new archival documents,
Resistance

In recent years, the interest of historians in the events of the
Second World War has grown significantly. This is due, not least, to
the expanded opportunities to attract new historical sources, foreign,
previously inaccessible to researchers. This interest is also due to the
fact that there is a struggle for the historical truth about the war.

The anti-fascist Resistance movement, which unfolded during
World War II in the countries of Europe, occupied by German and
Italian fascists, including France, made a significant contribution to
the victory over fascism. Soviet prisoners of war and civilians, forci-
bly hijacked by the fascists from the territory of the USSR, took an
active part in this movement. Meanwhile, the question of the par-
ticipation of Soviet citizens, in particular the Kazakhs, in the French
Resistance movement belongs to the number of still insufficiently
developed in the history of the Second World War.

Under these conditions, the study of archival documents shed-
ding light on the participation of Kazakhs in the fight against fas-
cism, on the fate of people caught in fascist captivity, participating
in the European Resistance Movement in different countries, find-
ing the burials of the deceased heroes, restoring the names of the
heroes officially believed to be missing, is an important task for the
formation and preservation of the historical memory of the Kazakh
people, for the restoration of a real, true history of the World War II.
Truthful, based on the study of archival documents, the reconstruc-
tion of events that took place during the war years and for various
reasons not become the property of descendants is necessary for un-
derstanding our roots, the succession of generations.

The studying of the problem of the participation of Kazakhs in
the World War II in European countries in the Soviet and Kazakh his-
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toriography based on Kazakh and Russian archives’ materials only.
Foreign documents were not included in the scientific use.

In the modern historical science, the problems of the partici-
pation of Russian, Ukrainians, Azerbaijanis and Armenians in the
resistance movement in the world are studied, but no data about
Kazakhs is in these proceedings.

Almost the only work on this issue was an article by I.I. Malyar
“Participation of Kazakhstan in the European resistance movement” [6].

More intensive study of particular issues of participation of Kazakh
soldiers in World War II began in the period of independence. It is
characterized by scientific works by G.M. Mendikulova, B.G. Ayagan,
B.I. Sadykova, A. Kara, A. Kaken, S. Bekenova and others.

In 1995, in honour of the 50th anniversary of Victory was pub-
lished memorial book of Kazakhstan «Bozdaktar». It was the first at-
tempt to provide a complete statistical picture of the war. The names
of those who died in battle, died from wounds and diseases in hospi-
tals, died behind enemy lines or missing were collected in this book.
The «Book of Memory» and the summary volume «Bozdaktar» is a true
a monument to Kazakhstanis who died in the battles with fascism.

Particular attention to the problem ass paid in the scientific
works by B.I. Sadykova, who investigates the activity of M. Chokay
and history of the Turkestan Legion. B.I. Sadykova is the author
of the script of the documentary «Zar, or those who were separated
from the motherland.» In the «History of the Turkestan Legion in the
documents», B.I. Sadykova for the first time describes the activities of
the Turkestan national liberation movement, organized by Mustafa
Chokay in Europe, his tactics and strategy. In 2011, she published
a monograph «Mustafa Chokay in emigration». [12] All these works
by B.I. Sadykova written on the base of archival documents from
Germany, which had been collected and worked out well.

Associate Professor at the University of Mimar Sinan Kara A.
wrote a book, which tells about the bitter fate of former soldiers of
the Turkestan Legion. [4] The book of well-known Kazakh journalist
A. Kaken is based on sources devoted to the history of the Turkestan
Legion. [3] In 2007, the memoirs by S. Bekenov one of the prisoners
of Nazi camps were published.

An article-memoir titled “I was in the Turkestan Legion” was pub-
lished on the pages of the internet magazine. It tells about Akhmetbek
Nurumov, who was captured exactly a month after the war began. This
man went to a POW camp in Poland, Turkestan Legion and Kolyma,
was convicted of treason, and waited a long time for rehabilitation.

Within the program “People in the stream of history”,in 2014-2016
Dr. K. Aldazhumanov conducted research on the topic “Kazakhstan in
the period of the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union. 1941-1945".
In particular, it has been affected by the problem of prisoners of war,
in the first place — the Kazakhs. The author carefully conducted re-
search in the State Archive of the Russian Federation.

One of the first books on the involvement of the intransians in
the Resistance movement is a book «On les nommait des etrangers:
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les immigres dans la Resistance» written and published by Gaston
Laroche in France in 1965 [5]. The author was one of the first to shed
light on the participation of the Kazakhs in the liberation of the south
of France from the fascist invaders.

According to the recollections of Gaston Laroche, 53 Turkesta-
nians, 98 Georgians and 30 Poles in August 1944 went from Carmo
to the French partisans to the village of Zhukeviel, where nineteen
people were Killed in one battle with the fascists [5, p.264].

We find the interesting information in the book «The Liberation
of Toulouse and the region» by Pierre Berto, where in chapter VI,
entitled «De Gaulle in Toulouse» it was written: «Qu’on se represente
de gaull debout sur le trottoir, moi a deux pas de cote et un pas en
arriere, ravanel a deux pas de moi, un pas en arriere. De Gaulle se
tourne vers moi: «Qui c’est?» Moi, je me tourney vers Ravanel: «Qui
c’est?» Ravanel: «Les Vlassow». Je transmets a de Gaulle.

Cetaient des Russes et des Mongols, des prisonniers sovetiques
que les allemands avaient ramasses au debut de la campagne de
Russie et qu’ils avaint retournes...» [1, p.198].

In France, in recent decades, a number of articles and books writ-
ten by historians, journalists and veterans of the French Resistance
have been published, in which the activities of the Soviet partisans
in France were to some extent highlighted [10; 11].

However, for a truly complete and objective study of this issue,
work with archival documents of the countries of Europe is nec-
essary. This is a priority task of the international research project
«Kazakhs in the World War II: new documents from foreign archives»,
in which scholars — historians from Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Italy,
Israel take part.

Within the framework of the project, the authors conduct a com-
plex, interdisciplinary study of problems of Kazakhs’ participation
in the World War II based on new documents extracted from the ar-
chives of France, Belgium, Italy, Russia and Norway.

In particular, one of the important successes in the research
work on this problem are the documents, first discovered by Prof.
Dr. G. Mendikulova, in the French National Archives, which confirm
the memories of the Kazakh and French participants of those events.

The new names of Kazakhs and Turkestans, such as Ismailov,
Karamergenov, Mukhamedzhanov, Abdullayev, who fought side by side
with French Magizaras, were found in the Archives Nationales funds [7; 8].

However, despite the fact that numerous archival documents
confirm the active participation of thousands of Soviet citizens, in par-
ticular the Kazakhs, in the European Resistance Movement, it should
be noted that the fact of alleged non-participation or ignorance of the
participation of Soviet soldiers and officers in the Resistance Movement
is often found in the archives of France. The lists that participated in
the Resistance, for known reasons, were restored after the war, and
only the French citizens were included in them. The participation of
former prisoners of war in the military actions of the makizars against
the fascists is confirmed by documents compiled by the leaders of the
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Resistance and stored in the Service Historique de la Defense, however,
specific names in these documents are not called [13; 9].

This situation concerns not only our compatriots — participants
of the Resistance, but also representatives of other countries, includ-
ing European ones, too. Its roots lie in the political processes that
took place in France at the end of the war and after it. To this day, the
problem of the participation of foreigners in the French Resistance
movement during the Second World War is completely unexplored in
French and European historiography.

According to the professor of Oxford University Robert Gildea,
the silence of the role of foreigners in the Resistance movement was
quite a conscious political step and begins immediately after Charles
de Gaulle’s arrival in Paris and his address to the French at the Hotel
de Ville on August 25, 1944 in which he proclaimed that France
and the French liberated Paris by their own efforts. Later, according
to R. Gildea, the national dimension of the Resistance became one
of the foundations of the post-war national identity of the French
nation while the pronounced international character of the struggle
against fascism was marginalized [2, p.13].

The British researcher, having studied a huge number of docu-
ments, memories of the participants of the events, having analysed the
fate of a large number of Resistance fighters of various nationalities,
comes to the conclusion that “it may be more accurate to talk less about
the French Resistance than about resistance in France” [2, p.232].

However, it should be noted that revealing in his study the role of
representatives of many nationalities in the French Resistance move-
ment R. Gildea does not mention the participation of citizens of the
USSR who happened to be for various reasons (captivity, service in
the national legions, etc.) in years of war on the territory of France,
who fled and joined the Makisaras. Many of these people, including
Kazakhstanis, stood shoulder to shoulder with Frenchmen, Spaniards,
Italians, Jews, anti-fascist Germans, representatives of other nation-
alities, gave their lives in this struggle and were buried in French soil.

Careful study of archival documents and memoirs of partici-
pants in events should restore and make public the bright memory
of our compatriots.
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€. A. Hadesxyr
Ka3saxu - yuacHuku pyxy onopy e dpanuii

AHmugpawucmeorull pyx, skuil poszopHysecs 8 uacu [pyeoi ceimo-
8oi giliHu 8 KpaiHax €sponu, 3pobus 3HAUHUIL 8HECOK 8 nepemozy Hao
pawuzmom. PadsiHcoKi 8ilicbKOBONONOHEHT | MUPHI MEULKAHUI, HACUIb-
HO 3axonneHi ¢gpawucmamu 3 mepumopii CPCP, npuilimanu akmusHy
yuacmoe 8 uvomy pyci. Ilonpu ue numaHHs yuacmi padsiHCbKUX 2poMa-
0siH, 30Kpema Kas3axis, 8 pyci pparuy3sskozo Onopy gioHocumucst 00 Uuc-
714 we HedocmamHbo 8USUEHUX NUMAHb 8 icmopil pyzoi ceimoeoi 8iliHuU.

BugueHHsi apxi8HUX OOKYMeHMI8 OO0380/5l€ NPOAUMU C8IMJI0 HA
yuacme Kaszaxie 8 6opomubi 3 pauuzmom, Ha 000 o0ell, U0 ONUHUAU-
Csl 8 hauucmcbKkoMy NOJOHL | NPUUIMANU YUaCMb 8 €8PONEiCbKOMY PYCL
Onopy. KomnnekcHe mMikoucyuniiHapHe 00CiOXKeHHS Yuacmi Kasaxie 8
[pyeiti ceimosiii 8iliHi Ha OCHOBI HOBUX OOKYMEHMIB, BUSIB/IEHUX 8 ApXI8ax
Ppanuii, Beaweii, Imanii, Pocii i Hopeezii, siensiemucst npiopumemHum 3a-
B80QHHSM MIKHAPOOH020 00CAIOHUUbKO020 npoexmy «Kazaxu e [pyeili cai-
mosiil 8iliHi: HO8L OOKYMeHmU 3 3apYbKHUX apXigis», 8 siikomy npuiima-
romb yuacmse icmopuku 3 Kasaxcmany, Ykpainu, Imanii, Ispainto.

Knrouoei cnoea: kaszaxu, Jpyea ceimoesa eilina, DpaHuyis, HO8L ap-
XigHi dokymeHmu, pyx Onopy.

E. A. Hadesxyx
Kaszaxu — yuacmuurxu deuxernust Conpomuenenust 6o ¥panyuu

AHmugpawucmeroe Os8urkeHue, KOmopoe pPa3eepHYsIOCb 80 8pems
Bmopoii mupoeotii eoliHbl 8 cmpaHax Esponst, coenano sHauumenvHsiil
exknad 8 nobedy Hao gpawusmom. CogemcKkue 80eHHONNEHHble U MUP-
Hble XKUMenu, HaCUTbCMBEeHHO 3aX8aUeHHble PauUCMaMU C Meppumo-
puu CCCP, npuHumanu akmugHoe yuacmue 8 amom osurxxkeHuu. Merxoy

555



Bicrmnk Kam' aHeus-lNoginscokoro HauioHansHoro yHisepcutety imeni Isara Orierka. Icropmari Haykm. Bun. 11:

mem eonpoc 0b yuacmuu cO8emcKkux pa>KoaH, 8 UaCmHOCMu Ka3axos, 8
dsurkceHUU pparuysckozo ConpomusneHust OMmHOCUMCSL K YWUCY euie He-
00CMamouHO U3YUeHHbIX 80NPOco8 8 ucmopuu Bmopoii mupoesoii 8oiiHbL.

H3yueHue apxusHblx 00OKYMeHmMOo8 Nno3eosisiem Nnpoaums ceem Ha
yuacmue Kasaxoe 8 bopvbe ¢ hawiuzmom, Ha cyovbsl arodell, oKasas-
wuxest 8 pauucmeckom naeHy U Yyuacmeosasuiux 8 eeponetickom 0eu-
sweruu Conpomusnerus. KomnnexcHoe mMesxoucyuniuHapHoe uccaeoo-
8aHue npobem yuacmus Kasaxos 80 Bmopoii mupoeoti eotiHe Ha OCHO-
8e HO8blX 00KYMEHMO8, UsssleueHHblx u3 apxusos dparnyuu, Beaveuu,
Hmanuu, Poccuu u Hopeezuu, siensiemcsi npuopumemuoli 3adaueti
MeIROYHapoOHo20 uccredosamenbckozo npoexma «Kaszaxu 6o Bmopoii
Mupoeoii goliHe: Hogble OOKYMeHMbL U3 3apYbesKHbIX apxXueosy, 8 Ko-
mopom npuHumarom yuacmue ucmopuxu u3 KazaxcmaHa, YKkpauHot,
Hmanuu, Hspauns.

Knroueenle cnosea: kaszaxu, Bmopas muposas eotina, PparHuust, HoO-
8ble apxusHble 00KYmeHmsl, osuxeHue ConpomueneHust.
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