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Therefore, it can be mentioned that political culture and political communication are 

created by the elite of the society, but its culture and political communication depends on 

social and cultural space in which it exists. The problem under consideration is rather urgent. 

Complex processes taking place in Ukraine confirms the various theoretical approaches to 

the problem of political communication and its impact on the formation of political culture 

through the examples of modern human activity.  

Examining the formation of political culture of the population of Ukrainian Pryazov’ye, 

the author has drawn the conclusion that the political culture in the region is rather low and 

it is a mirror image of the self-interested political communication. It is evident as a 

contraposition of regions and their representatives even within the same area. It does not 

promote the unification of the population. 

Key words: political culture, political communication, social and political realities, 

democracy, interiorization, exteriorization.  
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THE IMPACT OF HIGHER EDUCATION ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF 

CIVIL SOCIETY IN UKRAINE (evidence from MARIUPOL STATE UNIVERSITY) 

 
The dynamics of modern cultural space makes higher educational system not only a 

scientific, educational or socio-cultural sphere, but also it creates its functions as a specific 

process which form opportunities for human adaptation in the terms of civil society, human 

inculturalization. The unique role of modern educational institutions is not only to provide 

professional knowledge, but they also transfer various patterns of social experience, 

combining the achievements of the past and advantages of the future. They provide the whole 

generations with innovative ideas, methods and technologies  

One of the best examples of the transformational role the higher education institutions 

perform changing Ukrainian civil society is the activity hold by Mariupol State University. 

Specificity of study in the university and the conditions established in this higher education 

institution to develop cross-cultural interactions help the students which finish the high school 

to absorb democratic values and participate actively in the development and operation as an 

element of civil society in our country. It has a unique model of international relations worked 

out by this Ukrainian university and it contributes to the integration of both the university and 

some elements of domestic civil society, especially NGOs (a number of them are functioning 

on the basis of MSU) into the system of global civil society.  

 Mariupol State University created an atmosphere of tolerance, creativity and ideas, 

the high educational institution organized proper conditions for the implementation and 

development of intellectual, cultural, spiritual and creative potential of each student and 

students’ organization of the modern type. Students who study at the university get not only 

professional knowledge. Mariupol State University promotes the entry of young people into 

the international cultural space and this allows the youth to know more about cultural values 

of different societies. 

Key words: globalization, high educational establishment, cross-cultural exchange, civil 

society, Mariupol State University. 
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The dynamics of modern cultural space makes higher educational system not only a 

scientific, educational or socio-cultural sphere, but also it creates its functions as a specific 
process which form opportunities for human adaptation in the terms of civil society, human 
inculturalization, form up technologies, patterns and stereotypes of cultural contents which 
are quickly transforming within modern society. The unique role of modern educational 
institutions is not only to provide professional knowledge, but they also transfer various 
patterns of social experience, combining the achievements of the past and advantages of the 
future. They provide the whole generations with innovative ideas, methods and technologies 
that should provide the fundamental achievements of the national philosophy of education and 
global education trends. 

In addition to their direct functions higher education institutions perform other important 
social functions: they form the foundations of civic culture and ethics. Transformation of 
national educational system involves the formation of socially active individuals with 
humanistic values, civic consciousness and coherent system of knowledge. Thus, a person 
becomes an integral part of the world of the people who shares the values of democracy, rule 
of law and civil society.  

The specific impact of higher educational institutions on the formation of civil society 
was examined by a number of scientists. As an example one can work with the monographs 
written by G. Shchedrov [9], A. Kolodiy [10] and others, but the problem of the impact made 
by higher educational institutions on the integration of local structures into global civil society 
is ignored by the scientists. Therefore, this article’s attempt is to fill the information vacuum 
in the respective field. The work is based on the data connected with the activity of one of the 
Ukrainian universities.  

One of the best examples of the transformational role the higher education institutions 
perform changing Ukrainian civil society is the activity hold by Mariupol State University. 
Specificity of study in this university and the conditions established in this higher education 
institution to develop cross-cultural interactions help the students which finish the high school 
to absorb democratic values and participate actively in the development and operation as an 
element of civil society in our country. Numerous cross-cultural communications between 
Ukrainian and foreign teachers and students, the model of the international activities of the 
university are the aspects not only to promote the entering of MSU into the international 
education market. It is a unique model of international relations worked out by this Ukrainian 
university and it contributes to the integration of both the university and some elements of 
domestic civil society, especially NGOs (a number of them are functioning on the basis of 
MSU) into the system of global civil society.  

Mariupol State University was founded in 1991 in the industrial area on the initiative of 
Donetsk National University, Mariupol City Council and Greek Society of Ukraine. For 20 
years, MSU was an educational, scientific and cultural center of Azov as well as a leading 
center for spiritual and cultural revival of the Greeks in Ukraine. It trains highly competitive 
specialists and there are more than 20 specialties in the university. Now, there are more 4,500 
of students studing here [7, p. 50].  

One of the priorities of Mariupol State University is expanding of university’s 
international relations. Building on existing contacts with international partners and 
establishing new ones, the university solves complex problems related to educational-
methodical and scientific research, strengthening its own human resources as well as develop 
material and technical resources. 

Specific characteristic of MSU is an international strategy of international activities. As 
noted by its developer, Rector of MSU, Doctor of political sciences, Professor, the 
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Corresponding member of the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine, 
Honorary Consul of the Republic of Cyprus in Mariupol Kostyantyn Balabanov : «Such 
international activity came into life after the introduction of our own model of international 
investment that provides comprehensive cooperation with the Ministry of Education, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, diplomatic missions, regional administrations, local authorities, leading 
universities, foundations and non-governmental organizations of foreign states. University 
embodies this model into practice successfully in the following areas:  participation in the 
inter-university structures; cooperation with government, regional administrations and local 
authorities, state and community organizations; training of instructors of secondary schools 
using minority languages; joint research; joint publishing; organization of international 
conferences; training for educational and scientific programs, participation in international 
cultural programs, etc.» [6, p. 54].  

International activities of university give rise to a new level of cooperation between 
Ukraine and foreign countries. The format of this cooperation is to open representative offices 
of international organizations, scientific and educational centers. There are a number of such 
foundations here, among them:  Ukrainian Hellenistic Studies, Center for Gender Studies and 
Education, Greek, Italian, Chinese, Polish, Israeli cultural centers which promote international 
cultural and educational ties between the respective universities. MSU is a member of many 
international organizations: the Association of Mediterranean Universities (Messina), 
European Public Law Organization (Athens), Association of Legal Universities (Moscow) 
and others [4]. «Thanks to the comprehensive help made by Greece University of Humanities 
our University has joined the most prestigious European institutions: the Board of the 
Association of European Universities, the Board of Directors of the European Public Law  
which included the representatives from 12 countries and more than 50 universities in Europe, 
the International Association of Universities and others», says Rector of MSU, Doctor of 
political sciences, Professor Kostyantyn Balabanov [5, p. 49].  

The international relation of Mariupol State University constantly broads and goes 
beyond the European continent. During the period of 2004-2010 the University was attended 
by more than 150 official delegations from 28 countries (Greece, Cyprus, Italy, USA, UK, 
Canada, Australia, France, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, Israel, etc.) [3].  
The university established centers where the students can  study  various foreign languages 
and discover the cultural heritage of other countries including Italy, Poland, Israel and China.  

Mariupol State University pays great attention to cooperation with the diplomatic 
missions of foreign countries accredited in Ukraine, and representative offices of Ukraine 
abroad. The university structures cooperate with the Delegation of the European Commission, 
the Center for Information and Documentation Centre, Consulate General of the Czech 
Republic in Donetsk, the Republic of Poland in Kharkiv, Russian Federation in Kharkiv, State 
of Israel in Dnepropetrovsk, the Republic of Greece in Mariupol and others. The result of this 
collaboration is the organization and conduct of joint activities: annual Days of Europe in 
Mariupol, the Days of Italian Culture, Italian Language Week, Israeli Culture Days, Days of 
Greek language and culture. 

The effective implementation of the abovementioned model of international 
cooperation, integration into the European educational space is verified by the fact that MSU 
is one of the top 10 Ukrainian universities which joined the single European educational and 
scientific space. Rector of MSU, Doctor of political sciences, Professor Kostyantyn 
Balabanov signed the Magna Charta Universities (Magna Charta Universitatum) in 2004. 
«Adoption of Ukraine to Bologna declaration means that the selected countries through the 
modernization of higher education in Ukraine shares the same approaches, such as the quality 
and prestige of education, competitiveness of higher education in Europe, mutual trust 
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between states and universities, mobility of students and teachers», notes Rector of MSU, 
Doctor of political sciences, Professor Kostyantyn Balabanov [6, p. 54].  

During the last 10 years MSU has signed agreements with the universities in Greece 
(Athens National University. Capodistria, Yanninsky University, Ionian University etc.), 
Cyprus (Cypriot University, College of Tourism and Hotel Management), Italy (Messinsky 
University, the University for Foreigners in Perugia, University «Magna Grecha» in  
Catanzaro, Calabrian University), UK (University of Dundee, School of English University 
named by M. Frisbee), Germany (Bremen Institute of Foreign Languages ), Russia (Institute 
of State and Law of Tyumen State University, St. Petersburg State University), Slovakia 
(University of St. Cyril and Methodius), Latvia (Baltic International Academy), China 
(Tsytsykarsky University Tsytsykarsky Higher Pedagogical College), Poland (Warsaw 
University of Cardinal Stefan Vyzhynskiy). The university actively cooperates with 
universities and institutions in France, Spain, Germany, Portugal, Australia, Romania, Czech 
Republic, Netherlands, USA, Belarus and other countries [3].  

MSU has also developed a comprehensive cooperation within such an important 
component of global civil society as foreign foundations and associations, including such 
reputable international institutions as: «Alexander S. Onassis», (Greece), «Anastasios 
G. Levendis» (Republic of Cyprus), «Fulbright» (the USA) , «Borussia» (Poland) and others 
[8, p. 24]. The result of fruitful multilateral cooperation with MSU with public and civil 
society organizations in Greece (European Organization for Public Law, Philological Society 
«Parnassus» Athenian Academy, Center  for the Study and Development of Greek culture in 
the Black Sea region), Italy (Italian  Institute of Culture in Ukraine, Union «Dante 
Alighieri»), UK (Research Center of St. James) was implemented in a number of activities 
and projects. They include the following: the opening of the European Public Law 
Organization in Ukraine (2006) in the university and holding annual Summer Academy of 
Public Law, the establishment of the cooperation with UK State University of St. James 
together with the creation of the Italian Institute of Culture in Ukraine, Italian Cultural Centre 
in Moscow State University (2008), opening of the Union «Dante Alighieri» (2009) and 
others. [5, p. 50].  

There is a number of activities hold by the university to development the quality of its 
scientific-pedagogical and intellectual staff in the context of the process of university 
internationalization and the abovementioned activities are implemented in various 
organizational forms. The strategic line of MSU is an active involvement into the learning 
process of experienced professionals, eminent scientists, founders and representatives of 
various scientific schools of Ukraine and other countries. Thus, only during 2004-2009 about 
160 foreign scientists had public lectures in the university. The professional development of 
the instructors is increasing through participating in various training programs, seminars, 
meetings, scientific conferences, among them specialized trainings in higher educational 
institutions of Ukraine and abroad (Greece, Italy, Cyprus, Great Britain, Netherlands, Czech 
Republic and others.) [4].  

The research work which is hold at the university is aimed to develop theoretical and 
applied works, improvement of material and technical base for scientific research, conducted 
with the use of budgetary and extra-budgetary funding, including the active involvement of 

foreign scientific institutions − partners of the university. The university got was more than 
1413,8 thousand of UAH, including the financial contributions of international organizations, 
about 1163,8 thousand of UAH during the last decade [2].  

In addition, university professors actively work to obtain individual grants. So, lecturers 
of the Chair of Constitutional, Administrative and International law took part in the project 
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HERA hold by European public law organization. The participation allowed to obtain a grant 
for scientific research work devoted to the problem of migration law in Europe. Every year 
more than 20 instructors of the university receive individual grants for scientific research 
devoted to the problems of Modern Greek, it is funded by the Foundation «Anastasios 
G. Levendis» (Republic of Cyprus), and the program «Fiyespa» and «Jason» with the support 
of the government of the Hellenic Republic. Every year the University of Cyprus provides 5 
individual grants for studying of Greek, history and culture of Cyprus [6, p. 53]. 

The cooperation between European educational community and Mariupol State 
University has created new opportunities for students and the university staff. Among them 
are various programs financed by the European Union, in particular, the project «Tempus». 
For example, in 2008 a consortium of leading universities in France, Romania, Portugal, 
Spain, Moldova, Belarus and Ukraine, including MSU won the project TEMPUS (144920-
TEMPUS-1-2008-1-FR-TEMPUS-JPCR) «Modernization and development of professionally 
oriented courses». According to this program the University receives during 2009-2011 about 
60 thousand of Euros [2].  

In addition the university supports the establishment and functioning of a number of 
NGOs as a part of civil society. One of these NGOs gender is a gender center. In 2010 
Mariupol State University was one of the winners of the joint EU-UNDP program «Equal 
Opportunities and Women's Rights in Ukraine». As a result of a memorandum of cooperation 
between UNDP and the MSU they opened Gender Studies and Education Center in the 
university. The partners of the Center of Gender Studies and Education in MSU are the 
following funds: an Equal Opportunities and Women's Rights in Ukraine UNDP, EU, 
Lithuania Gender Center, other gender centers of Ukraine. During the year the Centre 
working group prepared and conducted more than 50 trainings on gender education [4]. 
Active work connected with European and Euro-Atlantic partners and various exchange 
programs encouraged the students to create a special NGO, League of Political Scientists and 
Experts in International Relations «Dipcorpus». One of the goals of this organization is to 
create favorable conditions for the use of intellectual and professional potential of MSU 
graduates, to improve their employability and to promote career advancement. 

Besides, international internships for students and teachers important are considered to 
be effective and promising form of international cooperation. Among the programs related to 
student exchanges, there are three main types: educational, scientific and cultural. All these 
programs have professional orientation and help to improve the professional training of 
university graduates, the development of the scientific potential of students. The duration of 
programs is usually from one month to a full academic year. They involve the best students 
and lecturers.  

During the period of 2004-2010 about 1,500 students and instructors of Mariupol State 
University were taking part in educational, scientific and cultural internships around the 
world. Geography of internship is constantly expanding. Over 600 students and lecturers were 
trained abroad only in 2012-2013. They became participants of various educational, scientific 
and cultural programs [3]. 

There are about 87 agreements in the sphere of educational, scientific and cultural 
cooperation between Mariupol State University and foreign partners (among them: 
universities, institutes, research foundations, government agencies, etc.). The main initiator 
and organizer of the signing of cooperation agreements and further implementation of all 
items agreements with universities, ministries of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education 
and municipal administrations and Greece, Cyprus, Russia, UK, Germany, Italy, Israel, China 
and other countries is Rector of MSU, Doctor of political sciences, Professor Kostyantyn 
Balabanov.  
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Thus, Mariupol State University created an atmosphere of tolerance, creativity and 
ideas, the high educational institution organized proper conditions for the implementation and 
development of intellectual, cultural, spiritual and creative potential of each student and 
students’ organization of the modern type. Students who studies at the university get not only 
professional knowledge. Mariupol State University promotes the entry of young people into 
the international cultural space and this allows the youth to know more about cultural values 
of different societies. Numerous foreign training centers and functioning of international 
institution on campus is the basis for learning democratic values and the achievements of civil 
structures in more developed countries. Growing interest of foreign partners to Mariupol State 
University proves the effective team work, shows the quality of training and expansion of 
educational, scientific and cultural relations. 
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Е.А. Трима 

ВПЛИВ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ СИСТЕМИ ВИЩОЇ ОСВІТИ НА 

ТРАНСФОРМАЦІЮ ГРОМАДЯНСЬКОГО СУСПІЛЬСТВА (НА ПРИКЛАДІ 
МАРІУПОЛЬСЬКОГО ДЕРЖАВНОГО УНІВЕРСИТЕТУ) 

Динаміка сучасного культурного простору робить систему вищої освіти не лише 

науковою, освітньою або соціально-культурною сферою, а й формує додаткові функції 

для вищої освіти, насамперед, пов’язані з адаптацією людини до умов інкультуізації та 

глобалізації культурного простору, створюють умови, необхідні для того, щоб людина 

стала частиною громадянського суспільства. Унікальна роль сучасних навчальних 

закладів полягає в їх задачі не тільки забезпечити професійні знання, але також  

передати різні моделі соціального досвіду, поєднуючи досягнення минулого і переваги 

майбутнього. Вони забезпечують цілі покоління інноваційними ідеями, методами і 

технологіями. 

Один з кращих прикладів трансформації ролі вищих навчальних закладів, які 

впливають на зміну українського громадянського суспільства, є діяльність 

Маріупольського державного університету. Специфіка навчання в університеті та 
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умови, встановлені в даному вищому навчальному закладі для розробки крос-культурної 

взаємодії, допомагають студентам, які закінчити середню школу, засвоїти 

демократичні цінності і активно брати участь в розробці та експлуатації різних 

елементів громадянського суспільства в нашій країні. Цьому сприяє унікальна модель 

міжнародних відносин, розроблена цим українським університетом, що сприяє як його 

інтеграції, так і інтеграції різноманітних організацій, які діють при університеті, в 

систему глобального громадянського суспільства.  

В Маріупольському державному університеті створено атмосферу 

толерантності, творчості та ідей, вищий навчальний заклад організував належні 

умови для реалізації та розвитку інтелектуального, культурного, духовного і творчого 

потенціалу кожного студента та студентських організацій сучасного типу. 

Студенти, які навчаються в університеті, отримають не тільки професійні знання. 

Маріупольський державний університет сприяє вступу молоді в міжнародне 

культурний простір, і це дозволяє студентству дізнатися більше про культурні 

цінностей різних суспільств.  

Ключові слова: глобалізація, вищий навчальний заклад, крос-культурний обмін, 

громадянське суспільство, Маріупольський державний університет. 
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КОНЦЕПТУАЛЬНІ ПІДХОДИ ДО РОЗУМІННЯ ЛОБІЗМУ  

 

У роботі автор досліджує теоретичні підходи дослідників до визначення 

поняття «лобізм», його ролі та місця в політичній системі країни. Представлено 

етимологію терміна «лобізм». Автором надано власну класифікацію концептуальних 

підходів до розвитку лобізму, серед яких політологічний, правовий, економічний 

підходи, а також підходи, що розглядають лобізм як частину «паблік рілейшнз» і як 

окремий вид професійної діяльності. У статті автор запропонував власне визначення 

поняття «лобізм». 

Ключові слова: лобізм, лобіювання, advocacy, PR (public relations), групи 

інтересів, політична комунікація, інформаційний лобізм, PA (public affairs), GR 

(government relations), GРR (government public relations), GR-спеціаліст. 

 
Лобізм є одним з важливих суспільно-політичних інститутів сучасних 

демократичних політичних систем, проте на сьогодні не існує єдиного наукового 
підходу до розуміння самого поняття «лобізм». У вітчизняних та зарубіжних наукових 
колах існують різні, а іноді й протилежні, точки зору щодо сутності явища лобізму, 
його інституціоналізації та суспільного значення. Це обумовлено тим, що власне 
феномен лобізму існує в оточенні великого кола суміжних понять, його прояви 
відрізняються залежно від політичних систем, він є результатом конкретної практики 
професійної комунікації з державними органами в різних сферах діяльності. Усе це 
робить неможливим однозначне трактування лобізму як політичного феномену. 


