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some years. Moreover, the status of assistant of a well-known udaman served a young man as
a good testimonial for his future. The herders more often than other men fell ill with anthrax as
infection was transmitted through sick animals, mostly sheep.

During field season farmers suffered from bloody diarrhea and gastrointestinal catarrh
due to unhealthy diet and water unsuitable for drinking. Besides sometimes men got injured,
abrasions and skin lesions resulted in inflammation of deep layers of skin. Among the crafts
regarded as a worthy occupation for a man in the first place we should mention carrying,
outerwear and footwear tailoring, and smithery as well. The traditional occupation of the
Greek men was trade. Exactly this activity as zemstvo’s doctors thought facilitated men’s
venereal diseases infection. One of the most spread diseases was syphilis.

Key words: men, the Greeks, traditional occupations, diseases, the Northern part of the
Sea of Azov Region.
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TRADE AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY OF NIZHYN GREEKS IN
UKRAINIAN LANDS IN THE XVIII-XIX CENTURIES IN THE XIX- CENTURY
RESEARCHERS’ WORKS

The substantive examination of the problem started in the middle years of the XIX century
and was related to actualization of the interest in Nizhyn Greek community which was
significantly transformed under the national reforms. While elucidating Greek center’s history
the researchers emphasized its merchant specific character, examined the process of decay of
the Greek commerce in Nizhyn and defined that the reasons of this event were inner discords
between the settled and the newly arrived Greeks. The commercial activity intensified the
Greek community’s self-organization and laid the ground for “special corporation” associated
with B. Khmelnytsky’s Universal of 1657 as historians thought.

The Greek merchants’ activity in the middle years of the XVII century attracted attention
of such authors as M. Kostomarov, O. Lazarevsky, 1. Aksakov, O. Rusov, M.Storozhevsky, F.
Kitchenko who in the context of the gemeral works on Russian and Ukrainian history
separately defined the Greeks’ role in the development of commerce and trade routes
connecting East-Slavonic lands with Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean.

The historians of the XIX century examined the significant elements of Nizhyn Greeks
home commerce: trade routes directions, turnover structure, and usurers’ operations. They
also presented valuable statistic data and published important documentary material on the
given problem but it lacked comments and tracing the dynamics of commodity and price
condition changes.

However exactly since the middle years of the XIX century the substantive examination of
the problem that raised the scientific interest began. Taking into account the level of the
scientific knowledge of that time, the methodology of research, different trends of particular
researchers, ideological bias in some issues the historians couldn’t create the objective picture
of the Greek merchants element’s impact on the economic development of Ukraine.

Keywords: the Greek merchants, trade and commerce, entrepreneurship, Nezhin Greek
fraternity.
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Examining historical experience of the foreign colonists‘ commercial activity in the
Ukrainian territory provides the necessary historical knowledge for forming civilized
commercial and economic relations at the national and global scale. It also contributes to
forming effective policy in the sphere of interethnic ties.

In the course of the XVII-XIX centuries the multifunctional role in the economic
development of Ukraine was played by three Greek commercial centres — Nizhyn commercial
community, Odesa Greek community and Mariupol Greek merchantry.

The historiographic experience of studying the issue of the Greek merchants®
commercial activity in Ukraine in the XVII-XIX centuries is sufficient, but many works are
devoted to examining issues of founding Greek communities solely. The history of commercial
activity of the Greeks in Ukraine was not examined comprehensively. However, in the context
of studying history of the Greeks residency in the Ukrainian territory every researcher paid
attention to the development of their basic activity, i.e. commerce.

The purpose of the given article is the historiographic analysis of the works of the XIX —
early XX centuries researchers® works concerning elucidation of the commercial activity of
the Greeks merchants in Ukrainian lands in the middle years of the XVII — XIX centuries.

The historiographic survey covers the works examining the history of Nizhyn, Odesa and
Mariupol Greeks in the general retrospective, however the commercial and economic
constituent of communities* activity is characterized casually.

Examining history of the Greeks‘ commercial activity in the late XVII-XIX centuries
started since the middle years of the XIX century. The first researcher of the Greek merchants*
history of Nizhyn was M. Storozhevsky. In his work —Fhe Greeks of Nizhyn” he was the first
to pay attention to the historical data of the community [1]. The historian associated its
emergence with the first travels of the Greek clergy to Muscovy, the government of which
much encouraged coreligionists to settle in the territories bordering on Poland.

The author states that the Greek merchants emerge in Ukraine long before the
Khmelnytsky uprising and settle in Pereyaslav and Baturyn, but numerous obstacles to
commercial activity forced the Greeks leave these cities for Nizhyn. M. Storozhevsky points
out that B. Khmelnytsky‘s first Universal to the Greeks (1657) was called forth by the
existence of the completely formed —special corporation” that could promote commerce in the
region.

However, the researcher attracts attention to the presence of the external factors hindering
the vigorous commerce of the Greeks. The merchants often became hostages of unstable
foreign policy‘s relations. The Tatars‘ and Cossacks® incursions, the Polish governors and
municipal officials® arbitrariness significantly complicated the passage of the merchants with
the goods along the trade routes and made it highly hazardous. Referring to Muscovy‘s
annexation of the Left-bank Ukrainian lands and the borders® modification the author states the
absence of significant impact of these events on the commerce development. However, M.
Storozhevsky stresses the crucial importance of Peter the Great‘s decrees as to the fraternity‘s
rights and privileges that contributed not only to promoting commercial activity but attracted
the Bulgarian and Wallachian Greeks® attention to this region. Due to that fact the staff of the
Greek merchantry expanded. Since then the city becomes the main centre of the Asian and
European goods concentration.

M. Storozhevsky calls the period of Catherine II‘s reign —the golden century for Nizhyn
Greek Corporation” but stresses the steady Nizhyn‘s commercial significance decay in XIX
cent. [1, 2]. The military activities having negative effects on economic development of the
region, pauperization of population and weakening the ties with Greece forced the part of the
Greeks halt the active commerce, move out their stocks and refocus their commercial interests
on Odesa, Moscow and Saint-Petersburg. The author emphasizes the role of Nizhyn Greek
Magistrate in the decay of the commercial corporation. The former couldn‘t adapt itself to the
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new social and economic conditions and being weakened by quarrels and controversies it was
unable to protect the rights and privileges of the Greeks as it had done earlier. The researcher‘s
thesis that gradual objective process of decay in commerce in Nizhyn was caused by discovery
of the new trade routes and markets is traced in the majority of the following works. It
accounts for the absence of researchers® interest in the defined period of the Greek merchants
in Nizhyn as well as fragmentariness of description.

In 1852 a well-known researcher of Ukrainian history F. Kitchenko published in
—Chernygovski gubernski vidomosti” the text of P. Rumyantsev‘s letter to the Nizhyn court
and all the community. The researcher examined the decay process of the Greek commerce in
Nizhyn and found its causes in the inner discords between the settled and newly arrived
Greeks [3].

The Greek merchants® activity in the middle years of the XVII century was noted by the
prominent Ukrainian historian M. Kostomarov [4]. In his work -Outline of Muscovy‘s trade in
the XVI and XVII centuries” he reveals sources of the close commercial relations of Russia
and Greece associating them with the marriage of Ivan III and Sophia Paleolog. The historian
states that since that time concealed antagonism appeared between Russia and Turkey but the
necessity of expanding turnover stipulated for the close commercial ties. The author points out
that the Greeks enjoyed special privileges, paid less dues. As the historian notes the Greeks
were the chief jewelry suppliers of the Tsar court. However iterant cases of deception and
contraband forced the Tsar‘s government resort to more decisive actions. As a result in 1672
the restrictions were imposed and the control of the Greek merchants at the borders was
intensified. Since that time the Greek merchants‘ flow to Muscovy reduces, only occasional
tradesmen could come to Moscow and sell the counterfeit goods. In 1676, as M. Kostomarov
points out, the Greeks were permitted to trade in Putyvl® but soon they were subjected to the
tight control of the government again [5].

The activity of Nizhyn Greek merchants is analysed casually but relevantly in the full
member of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, lieutenant colonel M. Domontovych‘s
work —Materials for Russian Geography and Statistics. Chernigiv province”. In characterizing
economic development of the province the author pays special attention to the role of the
Greeks in the commerce development. The researcher notes significance of the Universals of
B. Khmelnytsky who tried to stimulate the merchants to settle in Ukrainian lands. The work
stresses significance of Nizhyn Greek Magistrate and the Greeks special status (their rights and
privileges). While examining the commerce in Chernigov province the author places particular
attention to Krolevets, Nizhyn and Romny trade fairs. M Domontovych notes that under
conditions of trade ports‘ absence in the middle years of the XVII-XVIII centuries trade fairs in
Ukraine gain prime importance.

The author directly associates the opening of the Nizhyn Pancake (Vseyidny) trade fair with
B. Khmelnytsky‘s Universal of 1657 and the Greeks arriving in the city. For a long time exactly
the existence of the trade fair there guaranteed the growth in prosperity for the Greek merchants. In
the given context the author‘s concept that Nizhyn Greek merchant community‘s decay was caused
by the displacement of the Pancake (Vseyidny) trade fair from Nizhyn to Romny is rather
interesting. The replacement contemporizing with founding new markets in port cities forced the
merchants move out the stocks from the turnover and leave for Odesa, Taganrog, Kyshynev [6].

The role of Nizhyn Greeks in the development of commerce in Ukraine is described also
by 1. Aksakov in his basic work Researches Concerning Commerce at Ukrainian Trade Fairs”
[7]. The historian states that the Greeks were almost the chief commercial agents not only at
the Nizhyn trade fairs but were engaged in the activity of the Krolevets, Romny, Svensk trade
fair. The author accepts the opinion of O. Shafonsky that —n Little Russia except -Nizhyn
Greeks there are almost no real wholesalers but even respectable shchepetilniks (fancy goods
sellers)” [8, 6]. I. Aksakov presents the list of the main goods delivered from Russia, the
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Crimea, Italy, Hungary, Poland, Turkey, Archipelago, Gdansk and Konigsberg which were
sold by the Greek merchants [9, p. 210].

The detailed description of overland routes for delivering the goods to the Ukrainian
market is presented only in O. Rusov‘s work. The author analysed the main trade routes
existing in Ukrainian lands since the late XVII — XVIII centuries. The researcher defines three
ways of delivering goods from Constantinople. The first route went through the town Bendery
and Budzhatsky steppe, the second one ran through Wallachian territory and the town Soroky,
the third route crossed the Crimean Peninsula. O. Rusov also pays attention to two trade routes
from Poland to Ukraine through Smolensk and the Crimea [10].

The general review of Nizhyn Greeks‘ commercial activity is traced in the publication of
an anonymous author who concealed his name under the cryptonym —V.B.” [11]. In the
opinion of the researcher G. Shvyd‘ko the author of the work was V. Bartashevsky. This work
in the context of the analysis of Nizhyn Greek Magistrate examines the status of Nizhyn
Greeks, their rights and privileges granted by the authorities. However, we can agree with the
idea of K.Kharlampovych that it was an article upon order. The purpose of the work lay in
attempting to give a juridical substantiation of the necessity of depriving the Greeks of the
privileges which in the author‘s opinion leads to disruption of the commercial potential of the
Russian merchantry while the Greeks® guild tax exemption contradicts the City Statute and
Manifesto from the 1* of January, 1807.

Brief but conceptual as to its contents material is contained in O.Lazarevsky‘s work
devoted to the history of Ukraine. The outline written on the basis of M. Storozhevsky‘s and O.
Fedotov-Chehovsky‘s data reveals not only the processes of the Greeks moving from Nizhyn
to the South of Ukraine but also analyses the causes of the new trade routes appearance [12].

Special attention should be placed on the article of the Kharkiv archivist M. Plohynsky
—Foreigners in the Old Little Russia” published in 1905 [13]. Like M. Storozhevsky he
associated the Greeks appearance in Ukraine with the Greek clergy travels to Moscow due to
decay of Constantinople and strengthening new Orthodoxy‘s centre. We should notice that the
author thoroughly traces the ways of Greek merchants in particular entering the Ukrainian
market. He states the important role they should play in recovery of the state‘s economic
potential.

The researcher realizes the fact that peculiarities of Russian policy in 1648-1678
concerning the Greeks created special natural environment in the border territories where the
Greeks had concentrated being stopped by their attraction to Moscow. Such points on the way
to Moscow were Kyiv, Nizhyn, Krolevets where the Greeks trade centres were founded.
Examining Nizhyn Greek community the researcher emphasizes the close trade and cultural
relations between the Greeks and local merchants. Taking no notice of studying foreign
commerce the author analyses home trade in details. He associates the development of the
latter with the positive changes in the city due to the Greeks® activity.

M. Plohynsky individually characterizes the rights and privileges granted to Nizhyn
merchants by the Hetman governments. The imperial tradition of their affirmation was initiated
by Peter the Great. The author of the article criticizes numerous abuses of Nizhyn Greek
Magistrate that concerned granting foreign passports to everyone officially belonging to the
Greek community. The passports from Magistrate were often given not only to the Greek
merchants but also to the Turks, the Wallachians and representatives of other nationalities who
didn‘t even reside in Nizhyn [14, p. 76].

The analysis of M. Plohynsky‘s work is presented in V. Eingorn‘s critical review —Fhe
New Work on the Old Little Russia‘s History” [15]. The author of this completely independent
scientific work points out at the structural deficiencies of M. Plohynsky‘s work stating
incorrect reference to the original source, factual errors, careless quoting, discrepancy between
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the material and sections® titles. But V. Eingorn‘s article in addition to the critical remarks
presents the text of the first Nizhyn Greeks* oath to the Russian Tsars.

In M. Storozhenko‘s article -Some Observations on the History of Nizhyn Greeks” in the
newspaper —Kyivska Starovyna” there is a tendency which can be traced in the researches of
the previous years. The author agrees with the concept that the history of Nizhyn Greeks
originates in the times of B.Khmelnytsky and gives brief information about the main Hetman‘s
Universals and imperial decrees paying attention to the privileges granted to the merchants.

Interesting is the fact of approving of the benefits granted to the Greeks and affirming the
Greek community members® special status by the Governor-general P. Rumyantsev, who
studied the Greek merchants* history in the territory of Little Russia [16].

While studying trade and commercial activity of Nizhyn Greek merchants attention
should be paid to the academician B. Gildenshtedt‘s —Fravel to Little Russia” — in one of the
sketches (—Fhe Town of Nizhyn and Ukrainian commerce”) the author elucidates the role of
the Greek merchantry. He agrees with the ideas of the preceding researchers that —the Greeks
constitute the largest in number and the most significant part of the local merchantry” [17].

Characterizing the development of the local commerce B. Gildenshtedt remarks that
Nizhyn was —the main warehouse commodity commercial centre between Russia on the one
side and the Crimea, Moldavia, Wallachia, Turkey, Danzig and Leipzig on the other side where
mostly all the commerce was controlled by the Greeks”. Individually the author presents the
list of main goods sold by the Greeks indicating their prices [17].

Thus since the middle years of the XIX century there began the issue‘s thematic
examining. This fact activated the researchers® interest. Taking into account the level of
scientific knowledge of that time, researching methodology, different interests of particular
researchers, and ideological bias in certain issues the historians couldn‘t create unprejudiced
image of the Greek merchants® impact on the economic development of Ukraine. The history
of the Greek merchantry was examined in three main contexts: the history of Nizhyn Greek
community, the process of Southern Ukraine colonization and commerce development in
Ukrainian territory.
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Crarts Hagiinoia qo peaakmii 14.06.2016 p.

B.C. Bosionunp

TOPIOBEJIbHO-KOMEPIHIVHA JISIJIBHICTh HDKUHCBKUX I'PEKIB HA
YKPATHCBKHUX 3EMJISIX Y XVIII-XIX CT. B TPAIIAX JOCJIIHUKIB XIX
CTOJIITTSI.

Ilpeomemne susuenns npobdremu posnouanocs iz cepeounu XIX cm. i 6yno nog’szamne 3
axmyanizayicto inmepecy 0o Hidxcuncokoeo epeybkoco Opamcmea, sKe ni0  GNIUBOM
3a2abHO0EPIAHCABHUX peopm eiduyeana 3HauHi mpanchopmayii. JJocrionuxu euceimiowyu
icmopit  epeybkoeo ocepeoKy, aKyeHmysdalu yeacy came Ha 1020 KyneyvKill cneyugiyi,
posanadanu npoyec 3anenady epeyvbkoi mopeieni y Hiowcuni ma eusnauanu, wo npuduHu ybo2o
ABUWA NONAANU Y BHYMPIWHIX HE3200aAX MIdC OCIIUMU ™A NPUINCONCUMU  2PEKaAMU.
Topeosenvha OisinbHiCMb NOCUTUNA CAMOOP2AHI3AYII0 2PeybKoi CRITbHOMU, 3AKAALA OCHOBU
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«OKpemoi Kopnopayiiy Ky icmopuxu nog’sa3yeanu 3 yrigepcaiom boecoana Xmenvruyvrozo 6io
1657 p.

Hisinonicmo epexis-xynyie y cepeduni XVII cm. ne 3anuwunacsi nosa yeazoio maxux
asmopis, K M.Kocmomaposa, O.Jlazapescvkoeo, 1. Axcaxosa, 0. Pycosa,
M.Cmopooicescbkoeo, D.Kimuenka axi y 3azanvHux npaysx 3 icmopii Pocii ma Ykpainu
OKDeMO 8U3HAYUNU POJIb 2PEKiB Y PO3BUMK) MOP2I6Ili Ma MOP20BENbHUX WIIAXI8, WO 3 €EOHY8ANU
cxionocnos ancoki 3emni 3 €sponoro ma Cxionum Cepedzemunomop 'sim.

Iecmopuxku XIX cm. pozenanyiu 6axciugi enemeHmu GHYMpIuHboi Komepyil, wo
300UCHIOBANACS HIJCUHCOKUMU 2PEeKAMU — HANPAMKU MOP20GENbHUX WINAXI6, CMPYKMYpY
mosapoobicy, 1uxeapcvKi onepayii, no0alu YiHHI CMAMUCMuyHti c8i04eHHs ma OnyoaiKy8aIu
8adICIUBI OOKYMEHMANbHI Mamepianu 3 03HA4eHoi npobiemu, npome 6e3 KoMeHmMapis, He
npocmedncue OUHAMIKY 3MIiH MOBAPHOI MA YIHOBOI KOH TOHKMYPU.

Ilpome came 3 cepedunu XIX cmonimms po3nouanocs npeomemue 6UGUEHHS Npoodaemu
wWo akmueizyeano O0CIiOHUYbKUll iHmepec. Bpaxoeyiouu mozouachuil pieeHb HAYKOB02O
SHAHHS, MemOOO0N02II0 O0CHIONCEHHS, PIZHOBEKMOPHICMb IHMepeci8 OKpeMux OO0CNiOHUKIS,
i0eono2iuny 3aaH2aNCO8AHICMb 8 OKpeMux NUMAHHAX ICMOpUKAam He 60al0Cs CMEOpumu
00 €KMUBHOI KAPMUHU BNIUBY 2PEYbKO20 KYNEYbKO2O eleMeHmy HA eKOHOMIUHUL PO36UMOK
Ykpainuu.

Kniouoei  cnoea:  cpeyvke  Kyneymeo,  mop208eibHO-eKOHOMIUHA  OifIbHICMb,
nionpuemnuymeo, Hixcuncoke epeyvke bpamcmeo.

YK 94(477):329.275
H.T'. 3axapuun

MPOLEC OB’€JJTHAHHSI T'MIH (BOJIOCTEN) JIbBIBCHKOI'O ITOBITY HA ITOY.
30-X PP. XX CT. BHACJIJIOK NPUVHATTSA 3AKOHY JAPYT'OI PEUI
MOCIIOJIATOI «ITPO YACTKOBY 3MIHY TEPUTOPIAJIBHOT'O
CAMOBPAAYBAHHS»

Posensoaemocs npoyec aominicmpamusno-mepumopianvuux smin y Jlvgiecokomy nogimi
Ha nou. 1930-x pp., wo 3anoyamkyeas cmeopeHHs 00 €OHAHUX eMiH ma pehopmySaHHs
opeaHizayii ma KoMnemeHyill Ccamo8psAOHUX IHcmumyyiu y nosimi. Bucsimmoiomuvcs
COYIANbHO-EKOHOMIYHI ma KYIbMYPHI XAPAKMePUCmMUKU ma ocoOau8ocmi HOB0YMEOPEHUX
00 ’€Onans.

Knrouoei cnosa: micyege camoepsoyeanus, pegopma Micyego2o camospsaoyeanHsl,
Jlvgiscokuii nosim Jlpyeoi Peui [locnonumoi, emina, KoieKmueHa eMina, 2pomaod.

Tema cTaHOBUTH HAyKOBUHN Ta MPAKTUYHMH 1HTEpEeC 3 OIJIAY HAa HACTYIHI MipKyBaHHS:
€BPOIHTErpaliiiHi MPOIECH, OTOJIOIIEHI B YKpaiHl NpIOpUTETHUMH, 03HAYaTUMYTh 0€3yMOBHE
MIOCUJICHHS 3acaJl CAMOBPSyBaHHS; BUBUEHHS ICTOPUYHOTO JIOCBIly CTAaHOBJIEHHS 1HCTUTYTIB
CaMOBpsyBaHHS B YMOBaX YKpaiHChKOI A1MCHOCTI (Hexai HaBiTh y CKJIa/ll IHIIUX Jep>KaB) Mae
0cO0JIMBY TEOPETHUYHY Ta IMPaKTHYHY IIHHICTh; HAINPAlIOBaHHS HEIABHHOI'O 1CTOPUYHOTO
MUHYJIOTO BIJIKJIQJKMCS B ICTOPUYHIA MaM‘sTi MICHEBOT0 YKpPaiHCHKOTO HACEJEHH, BIATAK iX
aJIeKBaTHE CIIPUMHATTS Ta PELeMNIlisi CyTTEBO MOJETUIYIOThCS Li€I0 0OCTaBUHOIO.

QOYHKIIIOHYBaHHIO OpraHiB TEPUTOPIAJILHOTO CaMOBPSAIYBaHHS y MiXBOeHHIM Ilonbur
npucBgyero podotu O. Jlunurtuyka [1], Ha Tepuropii 3axigHoi Ykpainu — O. FOxumiok [2].
YacTtkoBo BHCBITNIIOE pedopmy rMiHHOTO camoBpsayBanHs 1933 p. M. Jlmutpis [3] (B
KOHTEKCTI aJMiHICTpaTUBHUX cTaryciB MicT [lombii). 3 3aranbHUX mpaib, MO CTOCYIOTHCS
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