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OF THE RESEARCH INTO THE VALUES HELD BY THE INHABITANTS
OF THE POLISH-CZECH BORDERLAND

Research project allows us to better get to knosvitihabitants of the Polish-Czech borderland
and to bring out similarities and differences betwehe Polish and the Czech with reference to #séch
values that are vital to each human individual.
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The changes that have followed in Poland and inGhech Republic after the states’ access to the
European Union concern also — or maybe even inicp#at — the area of the borderland, within whibkre had
occurred — already much earlier — integration pssee of the local communities living on the eitside of the
borderline, even if only due to the limited freevament of local residents across the border. Thamkise law
on the limited free movement across the borderclviwas in force, the citizens of the Czech Repuatid
Poland residing in the area, were able to use dissibility of making contacts with their neighbout$at was
realized through various social activities rangfngm contacts made while doing shopping, excursiand
holiday stays to common cultural events and sdiemgirojects and other enterprises. It is worthenfiding that
the intensive contacts of the earlier days did aricern exclusively inhabitants of the borderlaadion that
would be precisely determined by regulations, giression of which was — among others — tighter ecatpon
between many Polish and Czech institutions, like dhiversities of Opole and Opava, in the effectvbfch
many monographs devoted to problems of the Polistel borderland were prepared jointly by Polish and
Czech authors. Thus, it can be concluded thatrbsept study is a continuation of the earlier nedeamitiatives
proposed by the Polish-Czech scientific forum.

The present study concerning the social realitthefPolish-Czech borderland following the accession
the EU is an expression of researchers’ interetérchanges that are occurring in both communitias‘found
themselves caught up’ in a new social situation the situation of open borders, much broader piisigs, yet
also numerous dangers, like — for instance — thesalting from differences in values adhered to and
dominating attitudes towards different elementsafial reality. It is obvious that contacts withréars of other
cultures require greater openness to others, peaterery often as ‘alien’, greater understanding aot
questioning the fact that they are different. Thigurn, causes us to be more and more interéstetiat differs
us from the others, and — consequently — to asketwes the questions who we are and with what aitid w
whom we identify ourselves, since it is not urtiéh that we will be able to recognize the diffeenseparating
us from them, to assume attitudes towards thematsudto evaluate them. It is these problems thafpresent
work is devoted to, based on Polish-Czech reseamcthe inhabitants of the broadly-understood Peligbch
borderland.

The present work makes a summary of that by PalighCzech researchers representing the University
of Opole and the Institute of Public Administratiand Regional Policy of the Silesian University@pava,
who — within a joint project — took up the problefithe new advancing reality of the Polish-Czechdedand,
following the countries’ accession to the EU. Tmepé&ical research was carried out among the inhatst of
the borderland on the either side of the PolisheBzgorder from May to July 2010. It used the qumised
selection of the sample, taking into account sadependent variables as; age, gender, educatimentstatus
and area of living (urban or rural). On the whalere were 660 people selected for the researelsidants of
the Polish and Czech borderland. While examinirggtito populations it turned out that it was notgiole to
fully realize the assumed samples, which meanshieadbtained results should be treated with duti@a

The authors of the monograph, which crowns the risff@aimed at realizing the research project,
concentrated their attention on several importasties. First of all, they were interested in tH®¥ang: how
representatives of both borderland communities aeiple the new conditions of membership in the Edwh
they perceive this membership — as a chance aeatftespecially being confronted with the overiagmlobal
crisis and its effects.

This, by assumption, quantitative study was coretlitty means of the survey method, with the use of
specially prepared questionnaire which — in mammc@s — made reference to research tools applistiidies
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into values already conducted in the world and imoge [1, p. 498]. This intended move was dictdigdhe
wish to collect empirical material that would allowat least in part — making a comparison of thaulis
obtained in our research with those reported blyeeand much broader European and worldwide studie

The conducted studies — out of necessity — hadk® into account the broad socio-political backgrbu
as a reality in which respondents function anddfuee — in the first place — the living conditioimsthe new
social reality made the focal point, as they westedmned by the membership in the EU and the példe
consequences of the global financial crisis. Tkaas were analyzed by Anna Vaclavikova, and ib¥al from
her establishments that — contrary to expectatioti® respondents on either side of the bordendigoint, in
any significant manner, to a dramatically unfavaleainfluence of the world’s crisis on their perabfives.
Irrespective of the analyzed independent varialttessyespondents expressed their conviction tleattisis had
not affected them personally. A consequence of sugpbsitive feeling is the general satisfactiorhwite life to
date expressed by the respondents (78.0 % of taehQzspondents and 71.5 % of the Polish ones, asied
to evaluate their own lives after the accessiotht EU, chose the answers “Fairly good” and “God@;)

p. 107-127].

The above-mentioned author was also interesteberevaluation of readiness to offer help to otlers
crisis situations. The readiness to support congiatis an important value in a democratic socittgrefore it
is hardly surprising that the questionnaire of sugvey contained a question relating to this pnobl&he
obtained results do not point to a very ‘elevatistgite of things as regards this sphere. It is tmmnpoint the
causes of this phenomenon, but — as the authoratedi — over 25.0% of the Polish and 16.0% of thectt
respondents decisively did not display interesthigr co-citizens’ problems. The choice of the amswv“l am
not willing to help” and “Everybody must care fdreinselves”, testifies to the sad truth only toolw@h the
other hand, the questioned with more altruistic amgphatic attitudes were the most willing to help ihdicated
by their successive choices) the following catezgpf people: victims of natural calamities, theatlled (as
regards the Czech sample) and maltreated mothretBgiPolish sample). The author also draws attert the
faint readiness to offer help to the elderly intbgtoups of respondents, which — in the situatibprogressing
aging of both societies — should be considered @t mrrying signal. As it seems, this unfavourable
phenomenon is one of the effects of the ‘socialigieriment’, which — as regards the social sphemade the
citizens of the socialist state that functionedieaaccustomed to the idea that it is the stade ith responsible
for the old, who — after finishing their workingvéis — should remain securely protected by the sysie
pensions provided by the state.

A most vital problem, which Anna Vaclavikova dretteation to, were the attitudes of the respondents
towards different significant social phenomena. r€hevere eleven statements included in the survey
guestionnaire and the task of the questioned wawdioate to what extent they agreed with them.ifTtleoices
— located on theositive v. negativeontinuum — seem to confirm the influence of thenfer system on the
examined, which was already signalled earlier. @learly emerging conviction dominant in the botmpées of
respondents testifies to the problem only too ewigle “people’s poverty is a result of the chandesthe
socioeconomic system”, “care for the elderly is mhaithe matter of the state”, to quote the mostjdently
indicated ones. On the other hand, it is imposgilgeto notice an influence of the new social tgadin the
respondents’ attitudes. The percentage of thosewene convinced that “they should take care ofrtbein fate
themselves and should not expect the state tofdotthiem” was also considerable.

Beside the above-described social aspect, there additional statements relating to economic mstter
and consequences of the membership in the EU, wiégk included in the questionnaire. On the planthe
former, the differences between the Polish and zespondents are much clearer. The first candedad in
the group of enthusiasts of egalitarianism: degpiteradical change in the economic sphere (tmsitian from
the centrally-controlled state economy to markeineemy) the inhabitants of the Polish borderlandy slightly
clearer way, advocate far-fetched egalitarianisithiwithe sphere of payments to employees, maintenafh
state control over enterprises and oppose compidss between companies. Thus, it may be conclinded
the Czech are adapting to the new situation of etagconomy in a better and quicker manner tharr thei
neighbours on the other side of the border. Inctige of the other plane (chances and threats dechedh the
membership in the EU) one can notice an evidentiatdnce of the questioned, which is manifestedhsjr
choices concentrating in the middle positions angtale. It is worth stressing, though, that @l in this case
that the Polish turned out stronger malcontents thair counterparts, more often perceiving the tmenship in
the EU as a source of threats rather than thataiees.

The author of the section of the monograph devtiedlues is ¥ra Juickova [3, p. 63-77]. In this part
of the research the question concerning valuestalken over from questionnaires of surveys usedudiss
conducted earlier worldwide and in Europe, in whithwas attempted to examine how important to the
respondents the following were: family, friends aedjuaintances, work, spare time, religion andipsliAs the
author points out, “the presented set lacks hetonialues”. Still, in this case it was importantrake use of
the pattern adopted from other research in ordebtain material for comparison.
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The analysis of the collected material points tffedénces in choices made by the Polish and Czech
respondents, not so significant, though, as it migh expected, as regards their scale. Decisiveiderdical
attitudes were recorded in the case of those tavdme family: both the Polish and the Czech, whered to
order the above-mentioned values on a ranking listed family on the first place. Another instance of
agreement (the fourth place on the scale) conceheetespondents’ attitude towards the importaheg put on
the possibility of enjoyindree time The other values were ranked differently on #nels of the scale. Poles
indicatedwork on the second arfdends and acquaintances the third place, while to their Czech counteigpa
the latter is more important than the former. Aseéms, at the foundation of such a choice by titistPthere is
— as a rule — the higher unemployment rate in Riollan in the Czech Republic, which strengthendehdency
towards putting a greater emphasis on work asweval

What can surprise is the small — in sum — diffeeebhetween Poles and Czechs with reference to
religiousnessAs it is well-known, differences in this spheretlseen the two communities are of basic nature:
on the one hand, we come to deal with Polish spééhous for its many-century attachment to religion the
other one — nearly completely lay society of the®x It appears therefore, that the differencenef @mnk only
is problematic, indicating some kind of divergenoetween the respondents’ declaration and the popula
conviction of Poles’ religiousness. It is worth rtiening in this place that it is solely in the Bfilisample that
there were recorded a few scores of cases in whieltespondents — despite the clearly formulatgdest to
order the listed values beginning with the most anding with the least significant — ranked twoues, i.e.
family andreligiousnessthe first place each, and several of the questiatknowledged that making a choice
between the two was an insoluble dilemma: as thetenin the questionnaires they were not able twosh
between religion and family since both of the valage equally important to them. In conclusiorisitvorth
mentioning that in the both examined samples pslithade a value of little importance. As the authiotes in
the conclusion to her analysis of attitudes towasmlses, “... similarly as in other studies, oursogtsove that
there are no significant differences relating te #alues chosen by respondents living on the etiuer of the
border. As well as the first, the other group rahkamily on the highest place of the scale and ithaspective
of their belonging to the different categories bé tgender, age, education, status or the placdaded [3,

p. 75].

The expected and confirmed, in the research, sigimi€e that was attributed by the respondentsniilyfa
provided the basis to make further analysis ofdbiéected empirical material which contained alsteiesting
information about various aspects of the structune functioning of family. The survey questionnaireluded a
set of several statements concerning family ratati@and the respondents’ task was to indicate ¢ygee of
agreement/disagreement with each of the statemasitsy a four-degree scaléecidedly yesather yesrather
not, decidedly nat In the set, the following statements subjectethe respondents’ evaluation were included
many various factors.

The analysis of the collected empirical materiieraaggregation of the data and leaving two caiego
(agreement v. disagreement) allows making a feerésting conclusions. The Polish and the Czeclesept
very similar attitudes towards many aspects ofthecture and functioning of family and therefore will limit
ourselves to highlighting the most vital differeacas regards the indicated importance of judgmehéd, is
those that were confirmed in the strongest wayHgy most numerous group of respondents in both ssmpl
Among the Czech respondents the first three plasem® taken by the following of the above-mentioned
statements: 1A fulfiled human being is somebody who has childi2 Fathers are prepared to care for
children equally well as womer. A working mother can create equally good conditiassa not working
mother Comparing the research results obtained in thisiPsample, it should be noted that the agreemiht
the Czech respondents concerns the third judgnwemite for the first two places, the Polish choséent
statements, that is: The condition behind happiness of two people @riamél marriageand 2.Men should, on
a par with women, be responsible for the householticaring for children

Closer similarities appeared in the case of repbstatements. The one that met the strongest itippos
on the part of respondents (nearly 95 % of the adwin both samples) was that readidgmosexual couples
should have the right to adopt childreflso that sayingChildren at the preschool age suffer when theirhraot
works professionallywas among the most readily rejected ones. Theesao® places (as regards the strength
of disagreement) were taken by the followiktaving children is a duty towards socieapd One can live a
fulfilling life, to an equal degree, as a housewdfein paid employmentespectively. In those cases, however,
an unexpected alliance was noticed: Polish menCGaath women most frequently expressed their dissppr
of statement No. 4, whereas the men of the Czenteband and the women from the Polish one objeittade
truthfulness of statement, although the Czech medpondents expressed their disapproval in a ddlgide
stronger manner (the first place on the scalejetti®n) than the Polish females (the third plandle scale).

Contemporary world is one in which work is an impat value for human being. This has found the
confirmation also in the conducted research. Wiaat ¢hen, be said about various aspects of worktlagid
perception by the examined subjects? For obviowsoms the research covered three most significant
dimensions of work: economic, social and psychaalgiln order to examine the respondents’ attitideards
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them the research tool contained a set of 17 fact@king the above-mentioned aspects of work:piayt, nice
co-workers/colleagues, work without stress and quess, security of having a job, convenient timemofk,
employees’ benefits, possibility of showing init&s, social usability of work, long holiday, pdsfty of
meeting people, possibility of making a careerpoesible work, interesting work, self-realizatiagquiring
new skills, family-friendly job, just treatment.

It follows from the analysis carried out that tlespondents evidently pointed to the purely economic
dimension of work as the most important to themedpective of the nationality, gender and educatiom first
place was taken by the factor included in the envoaimension Eair pay), although it is worth stressing that
security of having a jolproved to be an equally important factor. The faotors, interchangeably, found
themselves in different categories of the respotdeither on the first or the second place. Stk other one
proved more important to the Czech males, whilefitst one enjoyed more popularity with the Polahd
Czech women. It can be thus said that in the op@iaf the respondents from the Polish-Czech baddrthe
value of work is, primarily, made of factors of tkecial nature. They perceive work as an activigt tis
extremely important due to its role in securingibasaterial needs of the individual and their famiThe
significance of the social aspect is furthermoraficmed by high positions of such factors asnployees’
benefitswhich workers can obtain from the company, aodvenient conditions of warkvhose significance
was stressed because of the possibility of redogcibrofessional work with functions that are vifar a
successful family life.

Among the values of key importance there are aations at work, which points to the significarufe
social conditions of work together with selectedoional aspects. People value especially the corfgation
space, emotional impulses, meeting other people&hwhin their opinion — should be included in fivecess of
working. It can be thus said that the workplacevigles the majority of people with the possibilitl lmeing a
member of a group. Social environment is rankedta feature of workplace both in terms of the eoygles’
satisfaction and an indispensable factor in wofficiehcy, as well as from the point of view of wptkce
organization. It is interesting to note that thee€z women placed the requirementradking a careerwhich is
a vital element of their life route, among the kieglicators. The requirement gfist treatment void of
discrimination also occupies an important place in the choicediffierent groups of respondents as an
unacceptable and unjustified distinguishing ofegitimdividual employees or whole groups in the glat work.
Discrimination is regarded as particularly socialhacceptable as it concerns human dignity.

The needs of self-realization, acceptance andipesisults of work linked to them as, for example,
interesting jobtreated as a hobby or social bonds in the workplaere evaluated by the respondents to occupy
the medium level. Identifying with work shows thmaan has accepted employment as an integral pars dife
and such evaluations bring to the individual, tomaderate extent, a specific feedback on the part of
organization, which — undoubtedly — is of great amipnce to each working person. Its significanceifeats
itself in the form of respect shown to the employese a human being, as a recognition and a way of
acknowledging the good quality of work, etc.

In the end, it needs adding that such factorp@assibility of showing one’s own initiativeork socially
usableandresponsible workvere left completely on the margin of the choiise-IThis testifies to a weakening
of social bonds, competitiveness, acceptance ofiliseg, needs of social belonging and a weak comdif
civic society. It also shows that in the borderlaimdparticular, the very finding employment andimaining it
(almost irrespective of its character) themselvesfalt to be the key needs. The indispensabilftyneeting
individual’s own and their families’ needs is sted in the first place. Being employed and theitgkiid work
are the most vital source of the sense of persdigality, which is based on the capacity to econaihic
participate in creating the family’s income. Itas example and a model to the decisive majoritmembers of
each society. On the basis of the obtained regudtpossible to conclude that the process of fogna real civic
society in the examined regions has not progreissady considerable way.

One more problem is still worth indicating as itfml its place in the realized research project,itha
most important question of adaptation of the intaatis of the borderland to the fast-changing wonltiere
modern technologies play a more and more significBherefore, gathering knowledge about the extent
which the respondents appreciate the usabilithefrtew possibilities seems really of paramount itamze. It
is hard to imagine that an individual who is ex@ddrom the market of information and who can natven
around in the world founded on knowledge whichngvided through the channel of modern technologyladto
successfully cope with their professional career ianmany dimensions of their personal lives. Thelgses of
the collected empirical material that were carried by the authors in this part of the projectj4,127-141]
unfortunately do not show this sphere to an optimiight. There emerges from them an image of the
community in which the youngest generation of resjgmts are the only members who appreciate the
importance of being included in the world of newheologies.

To analyze this problem area the authors focusdtiefollowing three dimensions:

the dimension of the access to and the place wherénternet is used; the dimension of the selaati
services linked to the Internet and their signifio® the dimension of concrete activities done wWithuse of the
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Internet. It can be concluded that as regards fheersion of making use of the Internet the situatio
encountered within the Polish research sample Itaksetter. Here, only 3.0% of the respondentsatcuse the
Internet at all, while among the Czech respondtt@percentage of those who never use this mearisilidy
higher (23.0%); those who do use the Internet rreguently point to their homes and then their vptakes as
the places where they access the medium. As fanathge of services realized via the Internet isceomed the
respondents most frequently chdseking for informationand entertainmentwhile only a few indicated the
educational and self-teaching function of the Imétr The respondents who would make use of thenetéo do
e-shopping (as it could be expected to be gainiegenand more popularity nowadays) were in a degisiv
minority.

The realization of the assumed research projeotvallus to better get to know the inhabitants of the
Polish-Czech borderland and to bring out similesitend differences between the Polish and the Ozébh
reference to the basic values that are vital td éaenan individual. The picture that emerged from tesearch
is one of people who through their declarationscai@ the significance of such traditionally fundantal values
as family, work or social bonds with friends. Whatn be slightly worrying is the fact that the higkklued
work is perceived merely through its instrumentmhehsion, that for the respondents work makes meael
source of maintenance, a state of economic wellpéair pay), and — to an extent — of the psychical one
(security of having employmenMuch less frequently they pointed to work asaa@a in which one can self-
realize oneself, undertake to meet new challermyamake contacts and cooperate with others. Thargiof the
Polish-Czech borderland revealing in the resealedrly shows that among the respondents there ddesrthe
individualistic strategy and instrumental treatmehboth the basic values and other people withrwhioey do
not have much relationship. They perceive thedatte as those who they can cooperate with torattammon
goals but rather as rivals.
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I'epmakoBchka Perina, KosmGoa Onena. [lociainkeHHs HiHHOCTel y MEHIKAHIIB I0JbCHKO-4eCHKOI0
NMPUKOPAOHHSA

IIpencraBneHO MOCHTIMKEHHS IIHHOCTEH y MEMIKAHINB MOJbCHKO-Y€CHKOT0 TPUKOPIOHHS, IO JA03BOJISE
Kparie BUSBHUTH MOAIOHOCTI Ta BIIMIHHOCTI MiX IpeACTaBHUKaMH 000X CTOPiH MIOJA0 OCHOBHUX I[IHHOCTEH, 110
€ )KUTTEBO BAKIMBUMH JJIsSI KOXKHOI JIFOHUHU.

Kurouosi cioBa: Tlonbmia, Yexist, OCHOBHI JIIOJCHKI IIHHOCTI, TPUKOPIOHHS.

I'epmakoBcka Permna, KoauGosa Enena. HccnenoBanme HEeHHOCTeH y JKHTeldeil MOJIbCKO-YELICKOro
MOrPAHNYbS

IIpencraBneHo ucciaenroBaHME LEHHOCTEH Yy XKUTEIEH MOJbCKO-YEUICKOrO MOTPaHUubs, YTO IMO3BOJSET
Jydlle BBISBUTH CXOJCTBA M Pa3jIMuUsl MEXIY NPEICTaBUTEIIMH OOEUX CTOPOH OTHOCHTEIHLHO OCHOBHBIX
LEHHOCTEH, ABJAIOIIMXCS dKU3HEHHO BaXKHBIMH ISl KaXI0T0 YeJIOBEKa.

Kurouesnie cioBa: [Tonbiia, Yexusi, OCHOBHBIE UEIOBEUECKUE LIEHHOCTH, IOIPAHUULE.
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