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The article analyzes the concept of citizenship and the institution of citizenship. 
Highlighted the ambiguity approaches to the definition of citizenship scientists. Identified 
the underlying factors of citizenship and its essence. Significantly increased interest in 
citizenship and in connection with the proclamation in our country man, his rights and 
freedoms of the highest value. The theme of citizenship in recent years has become very 
relevant. This is due not only to the collapse of the USSR, but also the need to create a 
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new nationality in Russia, affecting millions of lives. Availability nationality of the state 
is the natural condition of man. The vast majority of people in the world have the 
nationality of any State. Lack of citizenship, stateless condition  the exception rather 
than the rule. Citizenship is a link between national sovereignty and individual liberty. In 
turn, directly related to citizenship and communication are the rights, freedoms and duties 
of man, their scope and content. Nationality is a dual socio-legal role. On the one hand, 
citizenship is a means and method for protecting individual rights, on the other  as an 
institution to protect the rights and interests of the state. Balance between these two 
aspects of the functional characteristics of citizenship is a reflection of adequate balance 
between the interests and rights of the individual and the interests of society and the state. 
Use of th
mainly to the fact that these terms are highly ambiguous, which creates some confusion in 
their use. Even today, the concept of "citizenship" is used in several ways and values. 

Despite the topicality and importance of the topic, its proper comprehensive study taking 
into account the current legal framework in the science of constitutional law has not yet 
been carried out. Citizenship is an indispensable prerequisite for the person owning the 
entire sum of the constitutional and other rights and freedoms conferred on it by the 
Constitution and other laws of duties, as well as to protect their rights and interests , not 
only within the State, but also abroad through diplomatic and other established in 
interstate communication forms. Citizenship  special political and legal status of a 
person, which is a common, continuous and stable relationship with its state, whereby a 
person is able to enjoy all the statutory rights and freedoms, as well as carries certain 
responsibilities. The author concludes that nationality is a fundamental element of the 
legal status of the individual and the relationship between the citizen and the state.  

Key words: institute of citizenship, citizen, stateless person, sovereignty, responsibilities 
expulsion. 
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