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Novoselova V.V. LEGAL CULTURE OF JURORS IN UKRAINE: THE CONCEPT AND CONTENT 
/ Zaporizhzhia national university, Ukraine 
The article is concerned with the research of legal culture of jurors, its correlation to legal culture of the 
judge. According to the current legislation, juror is a citizen of Ukraine, who, in cases stipulated by the law of 
procedure, considers the cases in court together with judges, ensuring direct participation of people in 
administering justice, according to the Constitution of Ukraine. In the process of case consideration and 
settlement jurors have the authorities as those of the judge. 

The characteristic feature of jurors  legal culture consists in the fact that it takes a special place among other 
forms and varieties of legal culture. On the one hand, it is legal culture of a person, who, being engaged in 
various public activities, applies his legal stand to strengthening legality and the rule of law, on the other 
hand, as far as legal activities of jurors as participants of justice administration are concerned, their legal 
culture approximates to professional legal culture of the lawyer in its essence and content. Legal culture of a 
juror is formed in dependence of a degree of adoption and manifestation of the legal culture of the society, 
characteristic features of professional activities, individual uniqueness, creative skills and life experience of 
every person. The common feature of legal culture of jurors is cultural style of legal conduct and consistency 
of following legal principles in legal conduct. In contrast to professional legal culture, the bearers of which 
are characterized by a higher level of knowledge and comprehension of legal occurrences in the 
corresponding field of professional activities, critical and creative comprehension of legal norms, laws and 
legal occurrences in terms of their humanistic and moral content, legal culture of jurors is characterized by a 
lower level of knowledge. Another distinctive feature is the skill to apply legal instruments. Formation of 
legal knowledge and values of jurors takes place gradually, is a result of numerous cases of legal estimation 
as well as of rational and emotional grounding of positive significance of some or other legal occurrences. 
Legal estimation is related to cognitive and emotional blocks of legal conscience and is carried out in the 
relevant rational and emotional forms. In addition to legal conscience, a significant part in jurors  legal 
culture is taken by an emotionally irrational component of legal conscience, which exists in forms of 
emotions, moods, emotional experience and feelings. It serves as a ground of the rationally ideological sphere 
of legal conscience. Legal culture of jurors is one form of society s legal culture characteristic of the group of 
people, who are mostly engaged in non-legal activities, but taking into consideration the general level of their 
legal culture they are engaged into administering justice, realizing the principle of democracy in legal 
proceedings. 

Summing it up, the author makes a conclusion that introduction of the institute of jury is a manifestation of 
real democracy and a significant institute of civil society. It characterizes openness of the state to citizens, 
witnesses a democratic character of legal proceedings and promotes educational affect of legal lawsuit, 
strengthening of authority of the judicial branch in the country. Introduction of the institute of jury brings up 
to date the issues of raising the general level of legal culture of the Ukrainian society, improving and 
optimizing the fields of legal awareness and legal education, providing necessary conditions for jurors to 
perform their functions for the time of case consideration and adjudication. 

Key words: legal culture, legal culture of society, legal culture of jurors, jury, jurors, democracy, justice. 
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