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Bostan L.M. ETERIAS AS A FORM OF POLITICAL OPPOSITION IN ANCIENT GREEK POLEIS 
OF THE CLASSICAL PERIOD / Zaporizhzhya national university, Ukraine 
Development of democracy and ensuring of political stability based on the balance of political forces is 
impossible without normal functioning of the institute of political opposition. Having a long history, it 
acquired special significance in the second half of the XX century, when the researchers of this phenomenon 
grounded the idea of causation of political opposition existence as an objective necessity of a society. 

Resorting to the experience of ancient Greek poleis, in particular, to ancient Athens  cradle of the modern 
Western democracy  enables to reveal historical and legal sources of opposition as a social phenomenon and 
a political institute typical of an organized civil society. 

At that time in almost every Greek polis, eterias  societies of like-minded people, which were established for 
political purposes  were of significance in this struggle. Structured to a certain degree, not large in numbers, 
gathered by unity of birth, perception of the world and political goals, called after their known leader, those, 
having their social base but not recognized as a state they became real entities of political life in the Greek 
polis. 

Eterias were especially active at the final stage of the Peloponnesian War (431 404 BC). Thus, from ancient 
sources we got to know that within the period of preparation and conduction of the oligarchic coups known as 
The Four Hundred (411 BC) and The Thirty (404 BC) in Athens the activities of eterias were of an extremely 
radical character; it could but affected dilution of democracy. However, we should notice that such activities 
were characteristic of the crisis periods of the history of the ancient Athens polis. All the previous, rather long 
chronological period of time was a period of peaceful (compromise) political life, when alignments mostly 
acted within the law limits. 

Having made the conditions for free expression of political inclinations, citizens of Athens aspired to 
prevention of encroachment on the constitutional grounds of the republic. At the same time, absence of the 
mechanism of the legislative regulation of activities of different social and political alignments, eterias being 
among them, resulted in extreme manifestations in activities of the forces inclined to opposition to the current 
authorities, especially within crisis periods. Gradually this shook the democratic order, undermined it from 
inside; it resulted in decay and the state lost its sovereignty. 

Recognizing opposition activity as part of political life, it is essential, especially, in the conditions of a 
transition state, to institutionalize the notion of opposition, which allows to outline a circle of the entities 
claiming to be an opposing force, guarantee their rights and determine the principles they should ground their 
activities on. 

Key words: polis, democracy, ostracism, eteria, political opposition. 
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