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This article is devoted to the theoretical investigation of the nature and content of a concept of damage 
caused by violations of environmental legislation and specific issues regarding its compensation. On the 
basis of leading research position in the field of environmental law and legal provisions of domestic, 
European, and international legislation on issues of environmental damage and its compensation, the 
author determined the nature of damage caused by violations of environmental legislation and offered his
definition of the term. Moreover, it turns out the range of outstanding issues, concerning damage caused 
by violations of environmental legislation and especially its compensation and provides practical 
proposals to address them, as well as the necessity of further research and practical legislative 
improvements. Fight for compensation of environmental damage should be done with the help of all 
available means, i.e. by using administrative, civil, as well as criminal levers of influence for potential 
law violators.

Making conclusions of the conducted research, the author states that both our state and the world practice  
do not pay a sufficient attention to the review of an issue of environmental damage and its compensation 
up to the present moment neither from the legislative point of view nor from the scientific one. This lack 
of a clear scientific view on the problem and imperfectness of the legislative position concerning this 
issue more often than not lead to a false interpretation of the concept and as a consequence false 
understanding and assessment of the damage caused by violations of environmental legislation that does 
not contribute to the fullest determination of the whole spectrum of possible negative consequences and 
distorts or even brings to nought a possibility of its compensation.

Thus, it should be noted that in the modern global world and our country, the problems of assessment of 
the damage caused by violations of environmental legislation and its compensation are especially urgent 
and are in urgent need of their further scientific research and practical legislative improvement.

Key words: damage caused by violations of environmental legislation, compensation, environmental damage, 
environment, natural environment, ecosystem, negative impact, users of natural resources.
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