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The scientific article discusses some of the issues and problems related to direct participation as a subject 
of defender interaction and the prosecution of a suspect in the end pre-trial investigation. Also indicated 
some shortcomings of legal regulation of the institute investigated, including the procedure for granting 
access to the criminal proceedings, the period to examine them.

Since the adoption of the new Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine and its entry into force, it has been 
enough time to see what positive changes happened and development of criminal procedural law and the 
problems that arise when commissioning specific regulations and the whole legal institutions. However, it 
should agree with scientists who talk about the imperfections of some of its provisions from both 
theoretical and practical points of view, which in turn leads to deficiencies during its practical application. 
Also, it applies to the institute of the end of the pre-trial investigation.

The end of the preliminary investigation is the final stage of judicial activity in which decisions are made. 
New Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine gave the defence an opportunity to get acquainted with the 
case during the pre-trial investigation. This innovation in the domestic criminal process will strengthen 
and expand the effect of competitive principles in pre-trial proceedings. Scientists have repeatedly 
expressed the view that the defender has the right to inspect the case during the preliminary investigation 
because it can provide the implementation of the principle of full competition in pre-trial proceedings in 
criminal cases.
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Having analysed the relevant provisions of the Constitution of Ukraine, the Criminal Procedure Code of 
Ukraine and the arguments of the subject of the constitutional appeal, it can be stated that the defendant’s 
right to review the case materials is an important part of the more general right to defence, which is a 
constitutional right of the suspect, accused, defendant.

The adoption of the new Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine regulates better the end of the pre-trial 
investigation, enables the defence to actively participate in the pre-trial investigation, review the case files 
not only after a preliminary investigation but also during it. These innovations will significantly enhance 
the implementation of the principle of competition in the pre-trial proceedings in criminal cases. 
However, some aspects of this institution need further study.

Key words: defender, criminal process, criminal proceeding, pre-trial investigation, end of pre-trial 
investigation.
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