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THE CONTENT OF THE NOTION OF MILITARY OCCUPATION UNTIL 
THE MIDDLE OF THE 20th CENTURY IN INTERNATIONAL LAW

Rekotov P.V.

Zaporizhzhya State Engineering Academy, ave. Soborny, 226, Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine 
recotov@meta.ua

The matter of the content of the notion of military occupation and the evolution of this law institute until 
the middle of the 20th century is dealt with in the article, it’s considered understanding, meaning and 
dependence of the notion on the features of the historical period, and characteristics.

It is defined the distinguishing of military occupation (as an international humanitarian law institute or the 
law of war, as it then was) and its singling out among the other forms of occupying territory happened 
during the second stage of development of this law institute. During that period the rights of occupier 
were limited and the responsibilities for the population of the occupied territory were assigned for the first 
time. However, the existing regulations didn’t take into account all the military realities of those years.

It is stressed the international law of the 19th and 20th centuries defined differently the notion of 
occupation. In determining the occupation, its different sides were taken as a basis.

It’s specified civilized society vision for specific features and signs of occupation that determined the 
content of the notion took account of the interests of local civilian population, prisoners of war and 
included rules of possession and use various forms of property, use of weapons etc.

Despite this, there weren’t identified an exhaustive list of signs thanks to which it’s possible to qualify 
clearly certain case as a military occupation until the middle of the 20th century. 

Key words: invasion, seizure, military occupation, military occupation regime, rights and obligations of the 
occupier.
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