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DEFORMATION OF LEGAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN DOMESTIC SOCIETY AS ONE OF THE MAIN 
CAUSES OF VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN UKRAINE
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The article deals with the issues of essential characteristics of deformations of legal consciousness in the 
context of their interrelation with the problem of violation of human rights in Ukraine. The essence of the 
concept of “deformation of legal consciousness” is revealed, the analysis of the current state of 
observance of human rights in Ukraine is emphasized, and an attention is focused on the interdependence 
of both phenomena.

As you know, the problem of building a civil society, a democratic state of law, is directly related to the 
development of legal consciousness of Ukrainian citizens, in particular, overcoming such a negative 
phenomenon as its deformation. It is the deformation of legal consciousness that is the cornerstone of 
such socio-public “illnesses” as violations of human rights and freedoms, corruption and bribery, the 
ineffectiveness of the legislative system, etc.

The term “deformation” in Latin means “distortion”. Concerning the concept of “deformation of the legal 
consciousness”, in our time, there are many of its definitions but they are very similar to each other. The 
gap in the field of study of the deformation of legal consciousness is also the lack of development in the 
theoretical jurisprudence of the notion of “norms of conscience”. At the same time, some researchers note 
that recognition of normativity of legal consciousness is not identical to the recognition of the existence 
of its “norm”, which leads to discussions about the problem of deformation (“abnormal character”) of 
legal consciousness because there are logical reasons to consider the concept of “norm” and 
“deformation” of legal consciousness as a pair categories of legal science.

The profound causes of the deformation of legal consciousness and, as a consequence of them, the 
violation of human rights and freedoms lie not only in external, objective but also in internal-personality, 
subjective, psychological factors. External, objective reasons for the deformation of legal consciousness 
should include socio-economic, political, ethno-national, etc. Internal, subjective – genetic, psychic, 
behavioural, associated with certain diseases and disorders (e.g., kleptomania), that is, those related to the 
intrapersonal psychological sphere.

Despite the gradual establishment of civil society institutions, the level of respect for the law, knowledge 
of legal norms, and the implementation of their regulations remain extremely low. Thus, one can 
distinguish the following consequences of deformations of legal consciousness: violation of human rights, 
corruption, imperfection, and ineffectiveness of the current legislation, “wars” of laws and powers that 
impede further democratic transformations and reforms in our state.

Key words: legal consciousness, deformation of legal consciousness, human rights, ethnological reasons, 
legal nihilism, legal idealism, legal demagoguery.
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