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Suleymanov S.Sh. THE SEASONAL CHANGES OF SAPOZHNIKOVI SHAD ALOSA SAPOSCHNIKOWII 
(GRIMM) IN WESTERN PART OF CASPIAN SEA / Institute of Zoology, NAS of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan. 

The feeding spectrum and seasonal dynamics of Alosa saposchnikowii (Grimm) in western part of 
Caspian Sea is studied. The main prey of Sapozhnikovi shad are kilkas, shrimps, gobies, atherina, 
amphipods. The rest groups of prey are represented in insignificant number. It is established that the prey 
spectrum of  Sapozhnikovi shad and feeding frequency depends on the specify of ecotope and the 
frequency of prey. The most intensive feeding in Sapozhnikovi shad have been observed  in spring 
(March-April) before the spawning and in the summer after the spawning.   
As compared to others seasons of the year, in the summer the range of Sapozhnikovi shad expands and 
encompass the whole part of Middle Caspian Sea. The relation between the intensivity of feeding, fatness 
and development of reproductive glands is revealed.  

Key words: feeding, Sapozhnikovi shad, kilka, shrimps, gobies, atherina, amphipods. 
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