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Anomayia. bazosum enemenmom cucmemu HcummesabesneueHs oOKpemoi MoOUHU i HACeNeHHA KpaiHu 8 Yilomy
NPpUIiHAMO 66adicamu 3ade3nedenHicmsb npooosonvyuMu mosapamu. I came Oepiicasa € 2apanmom i pezynamopom
3000601eHHA NEPULOYEPLOBUX NOMPed HACeNeHHA WAAXOM 0Oe3nepeukoOHoi 00CmynHocmi 00 AKICHUX NPOOYKMIe
xapuysauns y docmamuiti xinokocmi. Came ye eapanmye niOmpumaHHsi OCHO8 JICUMIMEBOL OiIbHOCMI OpeaHizmy
J00uHU. 3abe3neuentss HacereHHa NPOO0BOILUUMU MOBAPAMYU 30TUCHIOEMbCS Yepe3 PUHKOGULL MEXAHI3M, a cmpamezii
BUPOOHUKIE IPYHMYIOMbCSA HA 8PAXYBAHHI KYNIGeIbHOI CcnpomodcHocmi Hacenenus. OOHUM 3 YUHHUKIB, 30 AKUM
BUSHAYAEMBCA PIGeHb KYNIBENbHOI CNPOMONCHOCMI HACENEHHs, € CHONCUBYUL KOUWUK 13 3AKOHOOABYO BUSHAYEHUM
Habopom npodosonbuux moeapis. Ilpobiema 83a€m038 3Ky CHOACUBHO20 KOWUKA MA NPOICUMKOBO20 MIHIMYMY, AK
elemMenmie cucmemu COYIANbHUX CMAHOApmis, 00CaiOHCyIoms YKpaincoki Haykosyi bomwboom A.B., Kebuyx JLJL,
Coxon M.B. ma inwi. Bonu 00800smb mou akm, wjo macus yKpaiHCbKuX HOPMAMUSHO-NPABOSUX axkmis y cgepi
COYIanbHO20 3aXUCMY HACENeHHA € Xaomuunum i 6ezcucmemuum. [locniodceno 36’5130k NOHAMb, NOG A3AHUX 3
COYIianbHUMU CMAHOAPMAMY, A CAME. CNONCUBYUM KOWUKOM, NPOHCUMKOBUM MIHIMYMOM, CHONCUBYUM HAOOPOM,
CRoJCUBUUM O100HCEMOM, KYNIBENbHOW CHPOMOdCHIcmI0. Pospaxosano eapmicme npooykmogozco KOWUKY ma OYiHeHO
piBeHb  KynigenvHoi CHPOMOXMCHOCMI HACENeHHA 3ad CMPYyKmypoio O0ilouo20 6 YKpaini cnoxicusuoco KOWUKY.
Axyenmosano yeazy Ha dacmyi npooo8OIbLYO20 KOWUKA Y HPOHCUMKOBOMY MIHIMyMmi yKpainyie. CKIao cnoxcuguoz2o
KOWUKY (POPMYEMbCS HA OCHOBI HAYKOB0 062PYHMO08aH020 (hiziono2iuno2o ma coyianbrozo minimymis. Hozo posmip y
8apmMICHOMY 8Upa3i 8I000PANCAE NPOHCUMKOBUL MIHIMYM MA BUKOPUCTNOBYEMbCS OJisl 6CMAHOBIEHHS MIHIMATbHO2O
cnooicuguozo 61w0icemy. OCHO6HOIO Memolo cmammi € OYiHKA O00CMAMHOCMI 2pOoulogux 00X00i68 YKpainyie ous
O00CACHEHHA COYIANbHUX CMAHOAPMIB, WO MAIOMb 2apaHmysamu 3a0e3nedeHtss OCHO8 Hcummeoisnrbhocmi aoounu. Ha
OCHOGI Yi€i oYinKU MAlomb poOUMUCL BUCHOBKU NPO 3MIHU Y 0ePIUCABHOMY pe2ynioeaHnni coyianvnoi cghepu. Ompumani
pe3yibmamu iocmpyioms me, Wo npaye30amuuti yKpaineyb 30ameHn 8 Mexlcax Kouimie, nepeddaieHux coyianbHumu
cmanoapmamu, npudbamu minbku nNPoOYKMOsY 4ACMUHY MIHIMANBHO20 cnodcusio2o kowuxy. Hozo eapmicmb 3a
docnioxcysanuil nepioo koausacmvca 6 posmipi 6i0 81% 0o 90% npoowcumkogozo Mminimyma. 3 02120y Ha
PIBHOMAHIMHICNb CYUACHUX NOMPeD, PO3MIP MIHIMATLHUX COYIANbHUX CIMAHOAPMIE € KPUMUYHO Hedocmamuim. Axuo
JHC 8paxysamu U me, Wo, 3a OYIHKOW GIMYUSHAHUX eKCNepmis, 61acHe CIMpPYKmMypa npooyKmoeo2o Habopy makodxic €
HEOOCKOHAOM0, MO HeOOXIOHICIb KOpe2y8anHs 0epiAcasoio COYiatbHUX Cmanoapmie cmac uje 6inbit 04eaUuOHOI.

Knrouoei cnosa: coyianoni cmanoapmu, npooogovyutli HAOIp, CROANCUBHUL KOWUK, PUHOK NPOO0BOIbYUUX MOBADIE,
NPOANCUMKOBUTE MIHIMYM, CROJICUSUUT HADID, ChOdCUHULL O100JICEm.

©@opmyn: 0, puc.: 1, mabn.: 2, 6i6n.: 10

Anotation. Food security is considered to be a basic element of the life support system for an individual and the
country population as a whole. And the state itself is the guarantor and regulator of meeting the immediate needs of the
population through the unrestricted access to food of sufficient quality. This is what guarantees the maintenance of vital
activity of the human body. The provision of food products to the population is carried out through a market
mechanism, and producer strategies are based on the purchasing power of the population. One of the indicators to
measure the level of purchasing power of the population is the consumer basket with a set of food products defined by
law. The problem of the interconnection between the consumer basket and substistence minimum as elements of the
social standards system is researched by Ukrainian scientists Bolbot AV, Zhebchuk L.L., Sokol M.V. and others. They
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prove the fact that an array of Ukrainian normative acts in the field of population social protection is chaotic and
biased. The relationship between concepts related to social standards is explored, namely: a consumer basket, a
subsistence minimum, a consumer set, a consumer budget, and purchasing power. The cost of food basket is calculated
and the level of purchasing power of the population is estimated according to the structure of the consumer basket in
effect in Ukraine. The emphasis is placed on the share of the grocery basket in cost of living of Ukrainians. The
composition of the consumer basket is based on the scientifically proved physiological and social minimum. The size of
the consumer basket, in value terms, reflects the cost of living and is used to define the minimal consumer budget. The
main purpose of the article is to assess the sufficiency of Ukrainians income for reaching the basic level of social
standards that must guarantee the foundation of human life. Based on this assessment, conclusions should be made on
changes in the state regulation of the social sphere. The obtained results illustrate the fact that an able-bodied
Ukrainian is capable of purchasing only the food part of the minimum consumer basket within the limits of the funds
required by social standards. The food share value for the period under study varies from 81% to 90% of the
subsistence minimum. Given the diversity of modern needs, the size of the minimum social standards is critically
inadequate. Moreover, if we take into account the fact that, according to domestic experts, the product set structure
itself is also imperfect, then the necessity for the state to adjust social standards becomes even more obvious.

Key words: social standards, food set, consumer basket, food market, cost of living, subsistence minimum,
consumption set, consumer budget.
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Introduction. Food security is considered social standards system is researched by
to be a basic element of the life support Ukrainian scientists Bolbot AV,
system for an individual and the country Zhebchuk L.L., Sokol M.V. and others. They
population as a whole. And the state itself is prove the fact that an array of Ukrainian
the guarantor and regulator of meeting the normative acts in the field of population
immediate needs of the population through social protection is chaotic and biased. The
the unrestricted access to food of sufficient work of economists Nebavy M.l. and
quality. This is what guarantees the Kovyazkin K.O. are devoted to the study of
maintenance of vital activity of the human procedures for the development of a consumer
body. basket as the basis of the social standards. [4],

The statistical data reveal that the quality Nadtochiya A.O. and others.
of Ukrainian food is lower than the Setting objectives. The main purpose of the
established norms for caloric content, protein, article is to assess the sufficiency of
fat and carbohydrate content for the able- Ukrainians income for reaching the basic
bodied population [1; 2]. That is, the state level of social standards that must guarantee
does not completely fulfill one of the main the foundation of human life. Based on this
social functions, which is assigned to it by the assessment, conclusions should be made on
Law of Ukraine «On State Social Standards changes in the state regulation of the social
and State Social Guarantees» [3]. The sphere.
provision of food products to the population is Research results. Modern civilization
carried out through a market mechanism, and forms new demands on human capital and
producer strategies are based on the transforms the structure of human needs. In
purchasing power of the population. One of our opinion, one of the forms of public
the indicators to measure the level of recognition of needs is their inclusion in the
purchasing power of the population is the consumer basket. However, the inclusion of
consumer basket with a set of food products goods that meet the new needs of the
defined by law. It is therefore necessary to consumer basket is not the only notion that is
make normative changes to the set of food used by modern economists in analytical
products in the consumer basket, and that will research. Related concepts and phenomena
lead to the development of the food market at are subsistence level, consumer set, consumer
a socially acceptable level. budget, purchasing power.

Analysis of recent research and Purchasing power is considered as the
publications.  The  problem of the ability of the population to buy goods and
interconnection between the consumer basket services in accordance with the available
and substistence minimum as elements of the individual income at the level of prices and

54



Print ISSN 2307-6968
Bueni 3anucku YHiBepcurery «KPOK» Ne3 (51), 2018

tariffs defined by the market and the state.
Often, the category «purchasing power of the
population» is associated with the concept of
«standard of living» and «welfare of the
population.

One of the tools for assessing and
calculating the purchasing power of the
population is such indicator as a consumer
basket. It is an annual (monthly) set of goods
and services consumed by a person or a
family belonging to the main social group of
the population. The minimum set of
foodstuffs included into the consumer basket
of a Ukrainian is determined in accordance
with the consumption standards established in
2016 by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine
Decree No. 780 «On Approval of Food Sets,
Non-Food Sets, and Sets of Services for Main
Social and Demographic Groups» [2]. The
cost structure of the consumer basket depends
on the level of prices and tariffs on the
market. The structural parameters of the
consumer basket are a kind of reflection of the
level of social welfare.

It is often oserved that the term ‘consumer
basket’ is replaced by the term ‘consumer
set’. What they have in common is that both
terms imply products and services. However,
there is an essential difference in their
composition and purpose of use, and that is a
matter of principle. The consumer basket is
used for calculating the value of the
subsistence minimum, but the consumer set is
used to estimate the consumer price index to
measure inflation (deflation) [4].

The term "consumer basket" is related to
the concept of "consumer budget”. The latter
is the minimum consumer basket (MCB) and
rational consumer basket (RCB) and
represents the minimum amount of financies
for which a set of goods and services can be
purchased.

The monetary expression of a consumer
basket is a social standard such as the
subsistence minimum. The latter is a
sufficient amount of money for the purchase
of basic foodstuffs and the ordering of vital
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services for the normal functioning of the

human body.
The composition of the consumer basket is
based on the scientifically  proved

physiological and social minimum. The size
of the consumer basket, in value terms,
reflects the cost of living and is used to define
the minimal consumer budget.

In our study on the minimum value of the
food part of the consumer basket in Ukraine,
we used official data on the structure of the
current  consumer  basket and  the
corresponding indicators in 3 more years. In
order to assess the purchasing power of the
population, the minimum wage and the
calculated value of the Ukrainian food basket
were compared. Since we used the prices and
wages that were valid for a certain period,
inflation correction was not implemented.

The data indicate that the minimum wage
of a Ukrainian has a tendency to rise and over
the past four years has increased from
1218 UAH in 2015 to 3723 UAH in 2018
(Table 1).

Table 1

Dimensions of the basic minimum social

standards

Indexes 2015 2016 2017 2018

The subsistence
minimum per
one able-bodied
person
per month as of
anuary 1, UAH

1176 1330 1544 1700

Minimum wage
per month

as of January 1, 1218

1378 3200 3723

UAH

Source: constructed by the author according
to the data [5; 6; 7; 8]

The results of calculating the monthly cost
of a minimum food basket for an able-bodied
person on the basis of official prices
monitoring are given in Table 2.

As the data of Table 2 show, almost all the
living wage Ukrainians are directing to the
food purchasing within the approved
minimum standards.
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Table 2
The cost of the minimum food basket for an able-bodied person

Cost of food | Costof food | Costoffood | Costof food
Volume per
setas on setas on set as on set as on
Food products pirqsc?r?ﬂ? er January 1, January 1, January 1, January 1,
kg/ pc’ 2015, UAH P016, UAH per 2017, UAH per | 2018, UAH
) per month month month per month
Bread and cereals
rye bread 3,25 26,26 37,54 35,82 50,05
wheat bread 5,17 48,39 71,14 57,25 74,45
wheat flour 0,78 5,07 7,16 6,97 7,48
pasta 0,33 5,38 3,25 3,26 4,97
rice 0,21 4,17 4,85 3,45 4,85
millet 0,08 1,24 0,70 0,84 1,34
buckwheat 0,17 3,51 5,10 4,85 3,59
oatmeal 0,09 1,80 1,95 2,10 1,53
legumes 0,16 2,30 2,20 2,28 1,86
others (barley, pearled barley) 0,04 0,37 0,35 0,36 0,41
potato 7,92 29,62 49,74 48,21 50,90
Vegetables (including salted, fermented)
cabbage 2,33 8,46 26,40 9,57 11,57
tomatoes, cucumbers 2,08 79,41 81,12 72,92 66,90
carrot 0,75 2,81 8,51 3,33 5,39
beetroot 0,75 2,72 6,22 3,05 5,31
onion 0,76 2,79 7,87 3,46 4,35
garlic 0,08 4,20 5,60 6,55 4,50
other seasonal vegetables 1,08 15,94 6,50 7,48 8,56
Gourds (melon, watermelon) 1,33 8,51 9,05 9,20 13,33
Fruits and berries
fruits, berries raw 5,00 75,30 65,30 62,50 87,35
dried fruit 0,33 12,55 14,20 18,33 16,67
Sugar 2,00 21,74 36,70 30,40 31,24
Confectionary 1,08 47,09 54,00 56,41 57,79
Plant oil 0,59 11,55 18,13 19,19 20,22
Margarine 0,17 6,46 6,80 7,43 7,27
Meat, meat products (processed meat)
beef 1,33 95,53 112,11 121,63 156,19
pork 0,67 42,17 49,90 47,46 73,52
by-products 0,33 17,20 17,60 18,48 18,65
poultry 1,17 36,61 46,36 48,74 64,00
lard 0,17 6,27 7,94 6,76 12,03
sausage wares 0,75 37,64 42,62 46,23 61,93
Fish, seafood:
fish fresh, fresh-frozen 0,58 27,76 37,38 24,89 38,79
salted fish, dried fish (herring, cod, etc) 0,33 17,10 17,50 19,90 16,77
fish products 0,17 15,60 17,20 22,47 20,73
Milk,dairy products:
milk 5,00 50,35 69,25 80,30 110,05
sour-milk drinks (kefir, ryazhanka, yogurt) 5,00 42,11 54,79 88,10 110,35
butter 0,42 35,45 46,73 57,53 74,90
cheese 0,29 16,57 21,15 36,55 52,74
soft cheese, cottage cheese 0,83 40,91 51,30 71,17 74,72
sour cream 0,42 11,19 12,63 17,24 21,31
Eggs 18 28,48 45,65 34,10 51,33
Tea 0,03 10,43 10,80 11,33 11,40
Whole bean coffee, ground coffee 0,04 10,20 11,60 12,45 6,63
Salt 0,25 1,00 1,05 1,13 0,86
Spice (bay leaf, pepper) 0,03 5,40 6,70 13,75 5,61
Total cost of the basket - 975,61 1210,64 1255,42 1524,39

Source: constructed by the author according to the data [2; 9; 10]

) ) 81% to 90% of the subsistence minimum
The obtained results illustrate the fact that (Fig. 1).

an able-bodied Ukrainian is capable of
purchasing only the food part of the minimum
consumer basket within the limits of the funds
required by social standards. The food share
value for the period under study varies from

Given the diversity of modern needs, the
size of the minimum social standards is
critically inadequate. Moreover, if we take
into account the fact that, according to
domestic experts, the product set structure
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itself is also imperfect, then the necessity for
the state to adjust social standards becomes
even more obvious.

1800 1700

B The subsistence
minimum per one
able-bodied person
per month as of
January 1, UAH

DOTotal cost of the
consumer basket per
one able-bodied
person per month as
of January 1, UAH
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Fig.1. Comparison of subsistence
minimum and cost of consumer
basket

Conclusions. As a result of the study of the
problem formulated above, we arrived at the
following conclusions Firstly, the minimum

social standards, namely, the minimal
consumer basket, the subsistence minimum
and the consumer set, despite some

conceptual differences are interconnected. It
is mandatory for the state administration to
take into consideration this interdependence
while managing social standards.

Secondly, it is necessary to distinguish
between the consumer basket, the consumer
set and the subsistence  minimum.
Unfortunately, in Ukraine these terms are
often considered as identical, and that can
lead to erroneous managerial decisions. After
all, the subsistence wage is an indicator of
satisfaction, predominantly, of the
physiological needs, "basic needs of
existence". The subsistence minimum implies
only basic reproduction. Instead, a full
consumer basket is required to ensure the
cultural, physical and social development of
human being and citizen.

Thirdly, the study of Ukrainian statistics
reveals that a working Ukrainian is able to
purchase only a food part of the minimum
consumer basket within the limits of
guaranteed social standards. This confirms the
presence of significant imbalances that pose a
threat to the national economy in general and
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the food market, in particular. The latter is
due to the fact that the cost of 80% - 90% of
the subsistence minimum for a food set
hinders the development of the goods and
services market. After all, the uniformity,
invariability and limited demand do not
stimulate commodity producers to expand and
improve the quality of the offered goods and
Services.

Further research should aim at finding
specific mechanisms for reconciling the goals
of food security and public welfare policy,
transforming the “traditional” needs of the
information society into the altered concept of
consumer basket as a desirable level of
consumption in the form Ukrainian people are
accustomed to.
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