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THE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT EU – UKRAINE IMPLEMENTA-
TION AS A STRATEGIC GUIDELINES FOR REFORMS ON RAIL 

TRANSPORT OF UKRAINE 
 
 
The Association Agreement is designed to provide a new, in-depth format of rela-

tions between Ukraine and EU. It will be a unique two-sided document that will come 
out far beyond similar earlier agreements between EU and Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. The agreement not only will establish qualitatively new legal framework for fu-
ture relations between Ukraine and EU, but also will serve as a strategic guide for sys-
temic social and economic reforms in Ukraine, a large-scale adaptation of Ukraine’s 
legislation to EU standards and rules. 

The aim of this paper is to examine the problem of the implementation of the Association 
Agreement between Ukraine and EU and selection of railway management model. 

Since the Agreement the relationship between EU and Ukraine will be transferred to the 
next level – from partnership and cooperation to political association and economic integra-
tion. An important element of the Agreement is the provision of a deep and comprehensive 
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free trade area. Ukraine considers the association agreement as an important step towards 
reaching in the future the next stage – to prepare for EU membership. 

There are some rail management models: vertical integration and vertical separation in 
the world. In the first case there is a transportation service integration and ownership of in-
frastructure, in the second these two functions are carried out by different companies. 

The first model is called the American, the second one – the «European». In the case of 
«European» model of the infrastructure can be either state-owned or transferred to a private 
company. 

There are also intermediate models, so-called «partial division» and «partial integration». 
The international community has not developed a universal approach to solve the 

problem of validity for infrastructure and transportation separation. The method one 
choose depends on the reform of transport conditions prevailing in a particular coun-
try, so it is strictly individual in each case. 

Keywords: implementation, directives, regulations, infrastructure, transportation ac-
tivities, vertical separation, vertical integration. 
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