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ECO-TECHNOLOGIES AND PRODUCT QUALITY IN OTOP?
PRODUCTION: NONTHABURI PROVINCE CASE STUDY

The article studies the current development of OTOP manufacturing in Thailand with special
emphasis on product quality, environmental protection and workplace safety. Results of the OTOP
manufacturers’ survey were interpreted by means of statistical analysis to show how quality and
safety are interrelated in the OTOP context. Author’s recommendations are provided concerning
Sfurther development of OTOP manufacturing and local economies as such with the emphasis on
employees’ protection and higher standards guaranteed.
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Birraiis Mekxym )
EKO-TEXHOJIOI'TI TA AKICTb IPOJAYKIIII Y BUPOBHUIITBI

®OPMATA OPOIT’: 3A JAHUMU IMPOBIHIIII HOHTXABYPI

Y cmammi onucano cywacnuii cman ma pozeumox eupoonuyme opmamy OTOII y
Tainanodi 3 nazoaocom na axocmi npodykuii, 3axucmi HAGKOAUWHL020 cepedosuuia ma Gesneui
eupobnuuymea. Pesyromamu onumyeanns eupoénuxie OPOII, wo niomeepoxcyiomovca cmamu-
CMUMHUM AHAAI30M, 0CMOHCIPYIOMb 63AEMO036 130K MidC napamempamu AK0Cmi npooyKuii ma
be3nexu eupoonuymea na npurxaadi OPOII. Aemopcoki pexomendauii cmocyromocs nooaivuio2o
possumky eupoonuumea popmamy OPOII ma micueeux eKoHOMIK 8 UiioMy, a MAKOIC 3aXUCHLY
POGIMHUKI6 HA MAKUX GUPOOHULMEAX MA NIOGUWEHHIO 2apaHmill AKOCMI NPooyKuii.

Karouoei caosa: OPOII; skicmb npodyKuyii; 3axucm HA8KOAUWHb020 cepedosulya; be3nexa npayi;
Tainano.
Taba. 3. Jlim. 10.

Burraiis Mekxym
DKO-TEXHOJIOI'MU 1 KAMECTBO ITPOAYKIINN

B MIPOU3BOJACTBE ®OPMATA OPOII*: T1IO JAHHBIM
ITPOBUHIIUN HOHTXABYPU

B cmamve onucano cezoonsmnee cocmosnue u pazgumue npouzsodcme gpopmama OPOII ¢
Tauaanoe ¢ akuyenmom Ha Kawecmee npodyKuuu, 3auume oKpycaroueti cpedol u 6ezonacnocmu
npouseoocmea. Pezyavmamut onpoca npouséodumeaneii OPOII, noosepycoennvie cmamucmuye-
CKUM aQHAAU30M, OeMOHCINPUPYIOM 83AUMOCBA3b MeNCOy Napamempamu Ka1ecmaea npooyKuuu u
bezonacnocmu npouzéoocmea na npumepe OPOII. Aemopckue pexomenoauuu Kacaromcs 0aib-
Helimezo pazeumus npouszsodcmea gpopmama OPOII u mecmuvix IKOHOMUK 6 UeAOM, A MaAKHce
3augumol pabomMHUK08 MAKUX NPOU3B00CNE U NOGBIUEHUS 2APAHMUT KaA1ecmea npooyKuuu.
Karouesvie caosa: OPOII; kauecmeo npodykuyuu,; 3auuma oxpyrcaroujeii cpedvt; 6€30nacHocms
mpyda; Tauaano.

Introduction. The National Social and Economic Development Plan No. 11
(2012—2016) was prepared at the time when Thailand was facing a situation of social,
economic and environmental rapid changes so that the 8—10 Social Development
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OPOIT — «OnuH pailoH — OIMH NPOLYKT» — JepKaBHa rnporpama y Tainaui, 1110 CTUMYJIIOE PO3BUTOK MiCLIEBOTO i~
MPUEMHULTBA LIISXOM IMIATPUMKU YHIKAJIBHOTO MPOIYKTY B KOXKHOMY OKPEMOMY paifoHi (TaMOOHi).
«OnuH paitoH — oauH npoaykT» (OPOIT) — rocyaapcTBeHHast mporpamMma B TaniaHie 1o CTUMYJIMPOBAHUIO MECTHO-
O MPEeANPUHUMATEILCTBA, KOTOPast MOUIEPXKUBAET Pa3BUTHE YHUKAIBLHOTO MPOIYKTA B KaXIOM OTIEbHOM paiioHe
(TamMOOHe).
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Plan has summoned the "philosophy of sufficiency economy" applied widely at all
levels. Its environmental and safety features were referred to the environment, both
physical and psychological, that is, working conditions must not be too risky, they
must allow workers feel comfortable and unharmed. The wisdom of local communi-
ty to develop the sustainable quality of life, physical, social, spiritual and emotional,
recognizes the importance of life quality for working people. This is important for
economic and social development of the country, which has initiated "Development
of Quality of Working Life in the Workplace" to strengthen and improve the lives of
people who work in the establishments that will be stable and lasting. Due to the sup-
port from the budget of the Department of Health (SSS), the work life with better
quality reduces unemployment rate and standardizes the quality of life for all people.
Thailand has accepted this widespread practice in order to promote physical, emo-
tional, social and spiritual health of people working at enterprises by focusing on the
integration of links with "people"” in the center.

The key idea is to make a research on the development of air filters at OTOP
enterprises. Air fitters would reduce the symptoms caused by the common reason
(dust) in operations then performance before and after the installation of the air filter
can be compared along with work results. The study would provide information to the
Department of Community Development, Industry Council and Department of
Health (SSS). It can also help improving manufacturing practice in relation to
employee health, specifically 4 aspects: physical, emotional, social and spiritual.

So the impact on OTOP producers would be direct. Therefore, it is necessary for
the development of OTOP to integrate local knowledge and technology ecosystem to
enhance the quality of life sustainably, since it is not sufficient to improve only the
quality of economic life. This new guidance combining the improvement of life qual-
ity, the philosophy of sufficient economy and the quality of working life would bring
benefits thus, leading to a more balanced life that would create the potential to pro-
duce better OTOP quality for better public well-being.

Research objective. This is a study concerning conditions and requirements for
technology ecosystem use in the OTOP industry, based on local knowledge.

Methodology.

1. Research scope. Data for this article was obtained from other research papers,
information from producer groups, community leaders, community organizations,
the Department for Community Development and networks of community organiza-
tions in 6 districts of Nonthaburi Province out of 52 districts in province. The popu-
lation was the group of OTOP producers in Nonthaburi Province in the year 2556
registered with the Department for Community Development and who lived in
Nonthaburi, within 6 districts of Mueang, Bang Bua Thong, Bang Yai, Sainoi,
Bangkreauy and Pak Kret. Local OTOP community included those who were regis-
tered with the total of 260 manufacturing OTOP products.

Scope and contents of the study concerned mostly the nature of technologies
used, technological and working environment in the companies.

2. Research methodology. This resecarch was a survey using qualitative and quan-
titative data analysis and questionnaire.

3 local Thailand calendar = the year 2013 in Europe.
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The population of this study covered the producers of OTOP in Nonthaburi
Province, 6 districts in total, with 260 manufacturing OTOP productions in the com-
munity.

The sample was selected from the population of 260 manufacturers, registered by
the Department for Community Development by selecting specific research methods
were, however, with voluntarily participation, which ended up with 155 respondents.

3. Research tools. For consideration of technological and environmental aspects
in the questionnaire and study overall the questions were divided into 3 sections.

Section I: included technology management, planning, control procedures,
training, budgeting and accounting.

Section 2: concerned technology and quality, there were questions on manufac-
tured products that met customer requirements, ways to ensure product quality, prod-
uct checking before distribution, quality standards, shipment procedures, warranty
after sales, chemicals in products, materials used in production etc.

Section 3: environmental technology and safety of the workplace: noise at work,
temperatures in operation, dust / chemicals in the workplace, fire prevention, prob-
lems with water pollution, smell disturbance, controlled areas with risk of harm,
vibration that affect work.

The research used the following division of tools:

1) Using other research and textbooks on management, production and deve-
lopment of products and environments to work with interviews of other OTOP pro-
ducers and other relevant agencies in order to determine the issues to be asked.

2) Check the questions and make some improvements.

3) Carry out the survey and the revision. Then the experts reviewed 5 trial sur-
veys to determine the appropriate contents, and other experts reviewed the question-
naires and agreed on further improvements in some statements. Therefore, the survey
became more clear and complete.

4) Performing the survey, trial, now on the sample of 30 people.

5) Detecting the reliability by means of Cronbach alpha coefficient, with the
reliability of 0.97.

6) Data was again revised prior to the actual query.

7) Completing the survey and provide copies for further storage.

Result. The study is a quantitative research, where the data were analyzed using
statistics tools. The information from the rating scales was analyzed using statistical
averages and standard deviation, then the conclusion was formed.

The key result concerning management technologies in OTOP manufacturing
are presented in Table 1.

Table 2 show that the result for such parameters of technology, quality and stan-
dards of OTOP producers are overall quite low.

Table 3 demonstrates the results for technology, environment and safety in the
work of OTOP producers with the overall low level of 2.43.

Discussion. Technological and quality standards are quite an issue for all manu-
facturer, since most of OTOP producers receive very little (or none) funding from
outside agencies and this is consistent with (Jiankul, 2014). Relevant authorities
should support OTOP with more funding sources (Santipollavut, 2009) also found
lack of information dissemination about the industry and lack of funding to support

AKTYAJIbHI NTPOBJIEMW EKOHOMIKN Ne7(181), 2016



EKOHOMIKA MPUPOAOKOPUCTYBAHHSI TA OXOPOHU HABKOJINLLHbOIO CEPEAOBULUA259

such projects. It should be clearly in the development and management model for the
integration of this young industry that the community at all levels need to contribute
to planning and to participate in joint monitoring and evaluation together with the
group of producers. To find better solutions to economic problems of the communi-
ty, participation of citizens in planning in accordance with the needs and roles of the
community would be vital, as emphasized by (Wedhapan, 2012). All members
involved should understand how to use the guidelines and the benefits under the
ASEAN FTA, while manufacturers should check their products before actual distri-
bution. Training on technology and quality standards for manufacturers are a "must-
have" because OTOP products are often not fully approved by other organizations.
Scholars and relevant authorities should provide more information on production
and consumption safety for end users as consistent with the standards of safety mo-
nitoring. So that a consumer could choose food or other product of certain quality
and safety, including that of the workplace. Manufacturers needed to plan and imple-
ment fire prevention awareness campaigns as already being noted in (Makhum,
2014). Overall OTOP producer should be aware of all aspects of work safety as such.

Table 1. Mean and standard deviations in the management
technology group of questions, author’s

Technology management issues for estimation X S.D. Evaluation | Order
Advance planning of work 3.81 0.78 Max 3
Delegating responsibilities 4.32 0.58 Max 1
There is proper place of work 4.09 0.67 Medium 2
Controlled assessment of work 2.89 0.74 Medium 6
A reserve supply of raw materials for production 3.08 0.79 Min 5
The available market of distributors 2.43 0.86 Min 7
Preparation of customer data records 2.01 0.64 Min 9
Gaining knowledge from outside agencies 2.31 1.01 Min 8
Funded by outside agencies 2.27 0.42 Min 10
Bookkeeping of income / expense 3.54 0.72 Min 4
Total 3.31 0.79 Medium

Table 2. Mean and standard deviations of technology, quality
and standards in OTOP manufacturing, author’s

Technology, quality and standards in — .
miflu(fl‘ac tul):ing OTOP X S.D. | Evaluation | Order

Manufactured products meet customer requirements | 2.07 0.78 Min 7
There are certain ways to ensure product quality 3.31 0.53 Medium 3
Checking products before distribution 3.34 0.71 Medium 2
Quality standards 2.09 0.65 Min 8
Shipment renders 2.31 0.40 Min 5
Warranty after sales 2.38 0.76 Min 6
There are chemicals in products 3.40 0.98 Medium 1
A standard set of materials used in production 2.51 0.78 Min 4
Approved by organization 's credibility 1.52 0.54 Min 10
All participants have technologies of good quality 1.50 0.63 Min 9
Total 2.43 0.79 Min
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Table 3. Mean and standard deviations of the environmental technology
and safety parameters in the work of OTOP producers, author’s

Environmental technology and safety X S.D. | Evaluation | Order
Well-lit work area 4.90 0.46 Max 1
Loud noise in the workplace 1.54 0.58 Min 9
Hot / cold temperatures 2.24 0.79 Min 4
Dust / chemicals in the workplace 1.79 0.69 Max 5
Complains about the area of operation 3.77 0.77 Medium 2
Fire prevention in the workplace 2.71 0.81 Min 10
Water pollution from manufacturing 2.19 0.79 Min 3
Operational odors in the workplace 1.59 0.44 Min 7
Controlled areas with risk of harm in the workplace 1.88 0.72 Min 6
Vibration that affects work 1.68 0.66 Min 8
Total 243 0.67 Min

Conclusion. Technological management in OTOP manufacturing overall got the
average of 3.31 which is moderate. When considering organized and assigned respon-
sibilities, the average of 4.11 was way below the average as such, venue fit to work got
the average of 4.06 under the high level funding by external agencies with the average
of 2.20 at the low level.

The average of 2.43 was individually found for pesticide residues in products,
with the average of 3.40 for product inspection, while the previous distribution was
moderate with the average of 3.30, which was certified by a trusted organization with
the average of 1.52 at the low level, respectively.

For technology standards and OTOP maintenance we found the overall low level
of 2.43, considering the item of well-lit work with the average of 4.90 being the high-
est, with minor problems with the operational area (the average of 3.86) at the high
level, planning and fire prevention, with the average of 2.71 were moderate.
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