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Lutsyk V., Zymomrya I. The Search for Female Identity in Doris Lessing’s 
Short Fiction. The article aims to analyze the peculiarities of textual organization 
which are employed by the English writer Doris Lessing based on her short story 
«To Room 19». An attempt was made to de  ne the essence of psychological elements 
pertaining to the creation of personal self in the literary output of the English writer.

Key words: internal organization of the text, short  ction, short story, identity, 
gender psychologism, creation of personal self, feminism, enclosed spaces.
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 » («The Unexpected Universe of Doris Lessing: A Study in 
Narrative Technique», 1985) [8].
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into the room, a snail pecked out of its shell and trying to squirm back» [12, 
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     : «It was banal, too, 
when one night Matthew came home late and confessed he had been to a 
party, taken a girl home and slept with her. Susan forgave him, of course. 
Except that forgiveness is hardly the word. Understanding, yes. But if you 
understand something, you don’t forgive it: forgiveness is for what you don’t 
understand.» [12, 416] / «   ,    
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: «But Susan, what sort of freedom can you possibly want—

short of being dead! Am I ever free? I go to the of  ce, and I have to be there 
at ten—all right, half past ten, sometimes. And I have to do this or that, 
don’t I? Then I’ve got to come home at a certain time» [12, 425] / «  
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and Matthew explaining it to the twins with Mrs Parkes coming in: ‘Yes, well 
a family sometimes gets on top of a woman…’ she had to go right away to the 
bottom of the garden until the devils of exasperation had  nished their dance 
in her blood» [12, 419] / «   ,      

 ,   ’      « ,  ’  
   …»,     ,   . 
  ,      -
,    » (  – . ., . .).
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 –    ’ : «  , –   

, –    …» / «it was like living out a prison 
sentence» [12, 417].        

 : «       -
» / «Her own potential has been in cold storage» [12, 429]  «  

’   » / «nailed her to her cross» [12, 423].  
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« ».   : «She felt as if Susan had been spirited away. She 
disliked very much this woman who lay here, cold and indifferent beside a 
suffering man, but she could not change her» [12, 425] / «  ,  
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was impelling herself from point to point like a moth dashing itself against 
a window-pane, sliding to the bottom,  uttering off on broken wings, then 
crashing into the invisible barrier again. And again and again» [12, 431] / 
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: «Several times she returned to the room, to look for herself there, but 
instead she found the unnamed spirit of restlessness» [12, 431] / «  

        ,   
   » (  – . ., . .).

      -
,         « - » 

  ’ .  , .   -
,        

  .       
       

   . 
.       
     .   60-  .  .  

     .    -
  .      -

   .    
       , 

    .      
    ,     

.  –  ,    -
    . .     
 .       ’ ,  
’        .

1.  .      / .  // -
  [ ] : [ . . . .].  :  . 

–  :     , 
2009. – . 13. – . 8–12.

2.  .   :   / . -
. – : , 2004. – 148 .

3.  . -     -
:   / .  //    -

    : [ . . .].  :  . – -
: , 2009. – . 46. – . 45–49.
4. Bloom H. Doris Lessing (Bloom’s Modern Critical Views) / H. Bloom. – New 

York : Chelsea House Publishers, 2003. – 300 p.
5. Brewster D. Doris Lessing / Dorothy Brewster. New York : Twayne Publishers, 

Inc., 1965. – 173 p.



164

6. De Lauretis T. Technologies of Gender: Essays on Theory, Film and Fiction. / 
Teresa de Lauretis. Bloomington : Indiana University Press, 1987. – 168 p.

7. Drabble M. Doris Lessing: Cassandra in a World under Siege / Margaret 
Drabble // Ramparts. – 1972. – 10. – P. 50–54.

8. Fishburn K. The Unexpected Universe of Doris Lessing: A Study in Narrative 
Technique / Katherine Fishburn. – Westport : Greenwood Press, 1985. – 184 p.

9. Halisky L. Redeeming the Irrational: The Inexplicable Heroines of ‘A 
Sorrowful Woman’ and ’To Room Nineteen / L. Halisky // Studies in Short Fiction – 
1990. – 1. – P. 45–54.

10.  Hanson C. Short Stories and Short Fictions, 1880-1980 / C. Hanson. – London 
: Pelgrave Macmillan, 1985. – 189 p.

11.  Hunter E. Madness in Doris Lessing ,,To Room Nineteen» / E. Hunter // 
English Studies in Africa. – 1987. – 2. – P. 91–104.

12.  Lessing D. Stories / D. Lessing. – New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 1978. – 696 p. 
13.  O’Connor F. The Lonely Voice: A Study of the Short Story / F. O’Connor. – 

Cleveland : The World Publishing Company, 1963. – 224 p.
14.  Oehling R. Doris Lessing / Rick Oehling // A Reader’s Companion to the 

Short Story in English; [edited by Erin Fallon]. – West Port : Greenwood Press, 2001. 
– P. 241–252.

15.  Pruitt V. The Crucial Balance: A Theme in Lessing’s Short Fiction / Virginia 
Pruitt // Studies in Short Fiction. – 1981. – 22. – P. 107–110. 

16.  Quawas R. Lessing’s To Room Nineteen: Susan’s voyage into the Inner Space 
of Elsewhere / Rula Quawas // Atlantis. – 2007. –  29. – P. 107–122.

 81’373.61:282+811.161’04=112.2
 , 

. 

   
 ’   

 

  ’    « », 
« », « »   , ,   -

  XV-XVII .      ’  
’          
’      ,    -

    .
 : ,  ,  ,  

,  .


