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Lutsyk V. The Matters Concerning the Speci  cs of Science Fiction Genres in 
Doris Lessing’s Literary Output. The article aims at de  ning the major approaches 
to writing in the genre of science  ction by the English writer Doris Lessing in the 
70s’ of the XXth c. Artistic, aesthetic and philosophical elements pertaining to artistic 
world creation in the short story «Report on the Threatened City»(1972) have been 
analyzed.
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«  » («The Denial of Death», 1974),   -

      «   -
   ,   » [3, 66].  , 

   , –      
    . ,    
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.  –   :

  :
«Everyone in the System knows that this species is in the process of 

self-destruction, or part destruction. This is endemic. The largest and most 
powerful groupings – based on geographical position – are totally governed 
by their war-making functions» [8, 496].
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«It was like pouring a liquid into a container that has a hole in it. The 
group of older ones had sat around for two days and nights repeating that the 
city was due for destruction, as if they were saying that they could expect a 
headache, and now these four were doing the same. At one point they stopped 
the monotone exchanges and one, a young female, accompanying herself on 
a stringed musical instrument, began what they call a song» [8, 503].
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«Here we approach the nature of the block, or patterning, of their minds–
we state it now, though we did not begin to understand it until later. It is that 
they are able to hold in their minds at the same time several contradictory 
beliefs without noticing it. Which is why rational action is so hard for them» 
[8, 498].
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  :
«We have a tentative conclusion. It is this: that a society that is doomed 

to catastrophe, and that is unable to prepare for it, can expect that few people 
will survive except those already keyed to chaos and disaster. The civil, the 
ordered, the conforming, the well-tempted can expect to fall victim at  rst 
exposure. But the vagabonds, criminals, mad, extremely poor will have the 
means to survive» [8, 530].
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