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Uhlyay L. The Image of an Ancestor in the Tonia Morrison’s Prose. In the paper an attempt to 
characterize the image of an ancestor and its main artistic and aesthetic functions in such novels by Toni 
Morrison as “Song of Solomon”, “Beloved” and “Paradise” was made. It’s determined that the given 
image serves to transmit the cultural heritage for future generations, therefore it has its historical value.

Key words: African-American folklore, mythology, image of an ancestor, symbol, historical value.
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   .  – : «<…>he would have known not to fool 
with anything that belonged to Pilate, who never bothered anybody, was helpful to everybody, 
but who also was believed to have the power to step out of her skin, set a bush a  re from  fty 
yards, and turn a man into a ripe rutabaga – all on account of the fact that she had no navel» 
[8, 163] / «<…>    ,      - ,   

,     ,   ,     
  ,     ,      ,   

  ’         –    
 ,      » (  – . .).

  ,   , ,      
.      ,     . , ,  

      : «If you ever have a doubt we 
from Africa, look at Pilate. She look just like Papa and he looked like all them pictures you 
ever see of Africans. A Pennsylvania African. Acted like one too» [8, 100] / «   -
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      : «She can’t cry yet, thought Seneca.The 
pain was down too far. When it came up, tears would follow, and Seneca wanted Connie to be 
there when it happened. So she warmed the girl up as best she could, tried to smooth the heavy 
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