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SCYTHIAN WEAPONS AND HORSE HARNESS
IN THE TERRITORY OF SERBIA

The article analyses the objects of Scythian origin
in the territory of Serbia, which show the cultural con-
tacts. Weapons and harness of Scythian origin in Ser-
bia are not numerous and come mostly from burials
and as accidental finds. Weapons were found in burial
mounds of the Early Iron Age in the areas of Atenica,
Pilatoviéi near PoZega, and Romaja near Prizren. The
finds can be traced from Vrsac in the north to Prizren in
the south, and the vicinity of PozZega in the west. In most
cases they are the items imported from the territory of
traditional residence of the Scythians.

Keywords: weapons, horse harness, Scythian, Ser-
bia, import, arrowheads, bits, akinakes.

Introduction. Speaking in general terms, the
communities — bearers of the Early Iron Age cul-
tures in the territory of Serbia were attributed
to the tribes of the Balkan peninsula of Illyrian,
Thracian, Triballian, Autariataean and Daco-
Getic origin. A rather small amount of material
remains which could be associated with Scythian
tribes 1s insufficient to reflect their way of arrival
to the Balkans, with only arrowheads indicating
some sort of exchange. Mutual conflicts are not
excluded [cf. Jovanovié, 1999, p. 39]. Archaeologi-
cal excavations, so far, have not led to a discovery
of a settlement or a necropolis that could be as-
sociated with Scythians, but rather to a certain
number of movable artefacts, generally found as
grave goods. The artefacts, with solid archaeolog-
ical context, are considered to be imported part of
the grave inventory in the sites related to other
Iron Age ethnic groups. Research of the so-called
Scythian horizon, thus, begins with investigations
of these sites in Serbia and refers to identification
of artefacts of Scythian origin and their stylistic
and typological analysis (Fig. 1).
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In the late 1950° archaeological excavation be-
gan in the prehistoric site of Ritopek, in the vi-
cinity of Belgrade, in which the Bronze Age, and
Early and Late Iron Age objects and graves were
ascertained. Two pairs of horse bits with bridles
(part of a horse harness) were discovered within
the grave inventories, as well as two decorative
plates for harness [Tomoposuh, 1966, c.153],
which are considered one of the first and most
recognizable Scythian finds in Serbia. During
the same period two mounds in Atenica, near
Cacak, were excavated [DbByxuwh, Josamosuh,
1966]. Excavations resulted in greatest number
of the Scythian finds discovered in a single site in
Serbia. A bone dagger hilt, seven arrowheads, a
horse bit, as well as a harness ring, were all dis-
covered in the context of a princely grave. Once
more in a funerary context, in the site of At, on
the outskirts of Vrsac, a spearhead was found, to-
gether with two bronze arrowheads [JoBamoBuh,
1974, c. 305]. In Pilatovi¢i, near Pozega, the
greatest number of arrowheads uncovered in a
single spot, were found in the 1970, A total of 25
pieces were found in the outer rim of the mound,
within a cremated grave [Zotovi¢, 1985, p. 97].
During the 1970%, excavations in Zlotska pecina
(Zlot cave), a cave site with a wider chronological
span, led to a discovery of two axes of Scythian
origin [[Taposuh-Ilemmukan, 1994, c. 102], with
a similar specimen found in a mound in Romaja
near Prizren [bypwuh, lmummih, Josanoswuh, 1975,
c. 41—42].

A number of Serbian scholars made their con-
tributions to better understanding of the Scythi-
an horizon of finds. B. Jovanovié¢ was engaged
in analysis of Scythian animal style, trying to
present artefacts, decorated in the style typical
for Scythians, found in former Yugoslavia, and to
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the territory of Serbia, there is only
one short iron sword, a Scythian
akinakes, found near Vrsac (Fig. 2).
It was discovered by chance on the
Magarcevo Brdo site. It is made
out of wrought iron and 30 cm long
[Milleker, 1898; I'ocriomapu ..., 1990,
c. 200]. Archaeological context of the
find is unclear due to nature of dis-
covery. M. Parovi¢-Pesikan classi-
fied this weapon as a dagger, on the
basisof the length, and recognized it
as type 1 in the typology of A. Me-
lyukova [Ilaposuh-Ilemmuran, 1994,
c. 102]. To be categorized as a sword,
a weapon must be at least 40—45 cm
in total length, or 30—35 cm in blade
length [Tomam, 2004, p. 26]. Type 1
includes daggers with a flat horizon-
tal crossbar on top, kidney shaped
hand protector, and a blade in the
form of an elongated triangle with
a rhomboid cross section. Similar
pieces were found on several sites in
Ukraine [Mesoxosa, 1964, c. 47]. In
the opinion of R. Vasié¢, the dagger
could be dated at the first half of the
5% century BC [Bacuh, 1987, c. 564].
Since there is no archaeological con-
text of the find, M. Parovié-Pesikan
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chronologically positioned this piece
to the second half of the 6% century
BC, based on typological similarities
with the finds from Hungary and
Transylvania [Ilaposuh-Ilemuramn,
1994, c. 102]. In this area Scythian

Fig. 1. Map of archaeological sites with Scythian weapon and horse

harness finds on the territory of Serbia

determine analogies and origin of this decorative
manner [JoBamosumh, 1977, c. 19—29]. R. Vasi¢
wrote about Thraco-Cimmerian, Scythian and
Thraco-Getic influences in the Danube basin of
former Yugoslavia [Vasié, 1987, p.559—571].
However, M. Parovi¢-Pesikan contributed to the
study of the Scythian horizon in greatest extent
in her attempt to present the finds and perform
typological analysis with contemporary works
from countries of the Scythian origin taken into
consideration [[Iaposuh-Ilemuran, 1994, c. 101—
107]. Her paper from the mid 1990 was a review
of findings provided by archaeological research in
the second half of 20 century, considering the
question of Scythians in the territory of Serbia.

A REVIEW OF THE SCYTHIAN
HORIZON FINDS IN SERBIA

WEAPONS

When the weapons of Scythian origin are in
question, amongst many finds of arrowheads in
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akinakai start to appear in the 6%
century BC, and are linked to the cul-
tural groups of Vekerzug and Cium-
brud [Tomas, 2004, c. 29]. D. Topal associated the
Vrsac akinakes with the type named after the fa-
mous Fettersfelf find [Tomas, 2014, ¢. 7—38]. The
swords of the Tisa basin and Transylvania are
predominantly smaller in size, and are considered
symbolic in character, with their utilization being
questioned. Differences in military practice could
be the reason behind this phenomenon. Bearers
of the cultural groups in this area preferred bat-
tle axes and bows and arrows, as indicated by a
larger amount of these weapons found in Transyl-
vania and the Tisa basin then in steppes [Tomau,
2004, c. 26]. Similar akinakai were discovered
on several sites near Harkov. However, the lack
of archaeological context makes their dating dif-
ficult. Based on the typological characteristics,
authors concur on a range from the late 7% to the
5% century BC [BaGenko, 2009, c. 24—26].
Besides the sword from Vrsac, one bone dagger
hilt was discovered in Atenica near Cacak (Fig. 3).
Archaeological site in Atenica consists of two
princely mounds, explored in systematic excava-
tion campaign of 1958—59 [byxuwh, Jopamosuh,
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1966, c. 2]. Mound I contains a female burial of
a princess in the middle part, and a burial of a
younger male at the side. Mound II is bigger and
contains a burial of an adult male — the prince.
Both graves are rich in goods, including weapons,
gold and silver jewellery, bone decorations, Greek
bronze vessels, pottery, horse harness, cult and
ritual items and other objects. Mound II, in which
the bone dagger hilt was discovered, was dated
at the late 6" and early 5% century BC, based on
the Etruscan box with decorative relief [Bacuh,
2009, c. 111]. Hilt end is decorated with a relief of
a griffin head, which is comparable with Scythian
animal style, while the opposite end is decorated
with concentric circles and a sequence of hatched
triangles, typical for Illyrian geometric style. Sim-
ilarly decorated bronze vessels, however, point to
a Greek origin [Bykuwuh, JoBanosuh, 1966, c. 47].
Bone horse bit ends of Scythian provenance, iden-
tically decorated as the dagger hilt from Atenica,
were discovered in Kurgan 2, on the site of Ak-
syutince in Ukraine [Mabunckas, 1968, c. 38]. If
the animal head should be interpreted as a bird
head, similar pattern could be found with Greek
machairai. Greek swords are of curved blades
with an average blade length of 44—48 cm. Early
types have hilts decorated with a bird head, while
later models have heavily stylized curved hilts,
without any recognizable prototype [Cermanovic,
1957, p. 76]. Similarly decorated sword hilt was
found in Hungary, in the area of influence of Vek-
erzug culture [[Taposuh-ITemukan, 1994, c¢. 102].
Bone dagger hilt end, similarly modelled, was dis-
covered in one of the graves of Chotin necropolis.
Burial site in Chotin, in southern Slovakia, is the
most important and best explored site of the Vek-
erzug culture [cf. Kozubova, 2013]. Zoomorphic
figure presumably represents a bird head with a
curved beak [Kozubova, 2013, p. 105].

Three specimens of Scythian axes were dis-
covered in Serbia, two of which in Zlotska peéina
and one in Romaja mound near Prizren. Zlotska
pecina is one of the most important prehistoric
sites in Serbia, as well as the most completely
explored prehistoric cave site in Northeastern
Serbia. Horizons of occupation range from early
Eneolithic, up until the Late Iron Age [Kamypas,
Bynarosuh, Josanosuh, 2014, c. 123—125]. First
specimen is an axe-hammer, with flat or slight-
ly protruding edges (Fig.4, Ia). Other speci-
men from Zlotska peéina, discovered in grave 5,
has lowered and bent blade edges (Fig. 3, 1b)
[[Taposuh-ITemmukan, 1994, c. 102]. The first ex-
ample from Zlotska peéina is an early type of
axe-hammer with flat or slightly bulging edges,
with analogous finds in Starshaya mogila near
the village of Aksyutince and in a mound near
the village of Popovka on the left bank of Dnieper
river, which are dated at the 6% century BC
[Mapmuacras, 1968, c. 92]. A. Kozubova classifies
these axes as the type 2, variant 2, amongst finds
from the Chotin necropolis, in the Vekerzug cul-
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Fig. 2. Akinakes from Vrsac [www.muzejVrsac.org.rs]

Fig. 3. Atenica —bone dagger hilt [Byxuwuh, Joanosuh,
1966, tab. XXII, 7a—c]

Fig. 4. Zlotska pecina: Ia — Type I axe; 16 — Type 11
axe [Bacuh, 1977, ta6. 20, 16, 17]

ture area of influence. Main characteristic of this
type is an asymmetrically set handle opening, as
well as a wide, fan-like spread blade. Opening is
located in the first third of the axe length from
the flat end, with the blunt end having a rectan-
gular cross section. These axes are dated from
the late 7 to the mid 6 century BC [Kozubova,
2010, p. 51—53]. The other piece from Zlotska
pecina, discovered in grave 5, has a lowered and
bent blade edge, and is identical to late type axes
discovered in Hungary and Transylvania, in the
cultural area of Vekerzug [Ilaposuh-Ilemmuran,
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Fig. 5. Spearhead from Vrsac-At [Josamoswh, 1974,
¢. 305, V. 200]

1994, c. 102]. It is similar to the axe from Romaja,
though there are no analogous finds in Scythia.
Similar axes in Chotin necropolis are classified by
A. Kozubova as type I — axes with symmetrically
set handle opening and a rectangular blunt end,
and dated at the second half of the 6 century BC
[Kozubova, 2010, p. 47—51].

Romaja necropolis consists of a total of
16 mounds grouped in two zones. Three mounds
were explored in the early 1970%. A «najak» type
axe was discovered in grave 5 (Fig. 4, 2) along
with a large stone plate construction and a par-
tially preserved human skeleton [Djurié, Glisié,
Todorovié, 1975, p. 41—42]. It is made of iron,
with one end shaped into a blade, and the oppo-
site ending like a mallet, with a handle opening
set in the middle. Total length is 20 cm, with the
blade being 2 cm long, and mallet diameter of
2 cm [Djurié, Glisi¢, Todorovié, 1975, p. 45]. Ac-
cording to A. Kozubova typology, this axe belongs
to type I, variant 1, of axes with symmetrically
set handle opening and a blunt end with a rectan-
gular cross section [Kozubova, 2010, p. 47—51].
The Romaja axe bears most resemblance to the
second axe find from Zlotska peéina.

Only one spearhead of Scythian origin was dis-
covered in Serbia, in At, on the outskirts of Vrsac
(Fig. 5). During the exploitation of sand pit on
the north-western outskirts of the town, several
graves from different periods were discovered.
The older prehistoric burials dated back to the lo-
cal Early Iron Age, while the younger belonged to
the final stage of the middle La Téne of the Car-
pathian basin. The youngest graves were from
Late Antiquity [JoBamoBumh, 1974, c.299]. The
spearhead was discovered in a grave along with
two bronze arrowheads, a string of amber beads
and spiral ornaments made of bronze wire. An-
other grave contained a carinated pot-urn, analo-
gous to those in the so-called «Scythian» burial
sites of the Carpathian basin, from North-eastern
Slovakia to Transylvania and the Eastern Dan-
ube basin [JoBamosuh, 1974, c. 305]. The spear-
head is made of iron, with an almond-shaped
blade, long inset shaft and a cross-section shaped
like an elongated rhomboid. Chronological attri-
bution of the spearhead from Vrsac-At was made
possible by the discovery of a carinated pot-urn in
one of the graves. These types of vessels were dis-
covered in graves of Chotin necropolis in south-
ern Slovakia, and are linked to the early stage
of the Vekerzug culture, around 6" century BC,
though later production is not excluded [Kozubo-
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va, 2013, p. 142]. The presence of the pot indi-
cates spearhead dating to roughly 6® century BC.
Following A. Melyukova’s typology, M. Parovi¢-
Pesikan classified this piece to the leaf-shaped
spearheads type, with a long, narrow inset shaft
without distinctly expressed central rib and inset
shaft length equal to blade length, which plac-
es it into type 3, group 1 [[laposuh-Ilemukam,
1994, c. 103]. Spearheads of this type are either
completely flat, or forged with two slopes, with
a thickening in the middle, so that cross-section
has a very elongated rhomboid shape [MeJmrokoBa,
1964, c. 38]. This form can be found in burial sites
in Transylvania and Slovakia and is dated from
6% to 4" century BC. Vrsac piece could match this
cultural and chronological frame, though, consid-
ering arrowheads from the grave, it could be older
[[TapoBuh-ITemukan, 1994, c. 103]. According to
A. Kozubova, this spearhead can be classified as
type V — spearheads with almond-shaped blade
leaf and a long inset shaft. They are dated as early
as the first half of the 6 century BC, with some
examples that could be dated at the 4™ century
BC [Kozubova, 2013, p. 98—99].

Except arrowheads, remains of other archer
equipment, like bow and quiver, were not found
in Serbia. Grave finds are usually in small lots,
up to 10 pieces, with damage and deformation
being common due to grave burning practices
[[Iaposuh-Ilemurawm, 1994, c. 103]. Two bronze
trilobated arrowheads, made of cast iron, were
discovered in a grave in Vrsac-At, along with
an iron spearhead, a string of amber beads and
spiral ornaments made of bronze wire (Fig. 5,
1) [Tocmomapm ..., 1990, c.199]. Burials were
dated at around 6 century BC, based on a find
of a carinated vessel in one of the neighbouring
graves [JoBamoBuh, 1974, c. 305]. These vessels
are related to the early phase of the Vekerzug
culture, though later production is not excluded
[Kozubova, 2013, p. 142]. According to the typo-
logical division made by A. Kozubova, based on
the research of Chotin necropolis, the Vrsac ar-
rowheads should be classified as type II, variant 3
[Kozubova, 2013, p. 91]. Arrowheads of this type
are trilobated, with a blade leaf of triangular or
almond shape, and are dated at the 6™ and early
5% century BC [Kozubova, 2013, p. 89—90].

Two specimens of bronze arrowheads were
discovered in peripheral grave of mound I in At-
enica (Fig. 6, 2a), with another five pieces, made
of iron, in the central grave of mound IT (Fig. 6,
2b) [Bykuwuh, JoBanosuh, 1966, c. 19—48]. The
majority are trilobated arrowheads with a hidden
inset shaft, with the exception of those with an
opening on the inset shaft and the blade tip cut
off [[Taposuh-ITemuram, 1994, c. 103]. The arrow-
heads from Atenica are dated at 6*—5% century
BC, with an exception of one double-edged arrow-
head from mound II, which could be assorted to
the first chronological group [[Taposuh-Ilemukan,
1994, c. 103; Memokosa, 1964, Tadia. 6—7]. Most
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Fig. 6. Arrowheads from Vrsac-At [Josamosuh 1974, p. 305, V. 200] (I); Arrowheads from mound I in Atenica (2a);
Arrowheads from mound II in Atenica [Byxuuh, Jopamosuh, 1966, ta6. XX, 19, 20; XXIV, 1—5] (2b); Arrowheads
from Pilatoviéi [Zotovié, 1985, tab. XXXII, 4] (3); Arrowheads discovered on the Danube bank (4 a — Type 1;
b — Type 2; ¢ — Miscellaneous [Tomoposuh, 1971, Ta6. XXXIX, 5—20]; Arrowhead from an unknown site in Ram
[Crojuh, Jamanosuh, 2008, Tab. LXXXIX, 1] (5); Arrowheads from the male grave in Pe¢ka Banja [Jbyiu, 1998,

c. 582, ci1. 220] (6)

of them are trilobated arrowheads with a con-
cealed inset shaft, with the exception of those
with an opening on the inset shaft and cut off
blade points [ITaposuh-Ilemuran, 1994, c. 103].
According to A. Kozubova’s typology, both arrow-
heads from the mound I, as well as three pieces
from mound II, can be classified as type I, vari-
ant 3 of trilobated arrowheads of triangular or
almond shape. They are dated at the 6™ and first
half of the 5% century. One of the arrowheads
from mound II is of trihedron-triangular type —
type II, variant 2, dated at the second half of 6%
and first half of the 5™ century BC. Last piece is a
double-edged arrowhead, dated not before the end
of the 6 century BC [Kozubova, 2013, p. 91].

In Pilatoviéi necropolis, near Pozega, out of 30
registered mounds, a total of 17 were preserved,
more or less damaged by agricultural or other
works. Two smaller sites were ascertained dur-
ing the 1970% Ravni lug, a military and civilian
burial ground, and Trnjaci, where a prominent
member of society was buried, most probably an
Illyrian prince with his closest family members
[Zotovié, 1985, p. 80—88; Jevti¢, 2016]. Arrow-
heads discovered in the grave in Pilatoviéi are
the oldest specimens found in Serbia (Fig. 6, 3).
A total of 25 pieces were discovered in the south-
ern peripheral part of the mound, within a cre-
mated grave [Zotovié, 1985, p. 97]. Majority of
the arrowheads are double-edged, though there
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are some trilobated pieces, with a large cylindri-
cal inset shaft and an oval blade head. In accord-
ance with A. Melyukova’s typology, M. Parovic¢-
Pesikan classified them as group I, type 1. Dating
is set to 7'"—6™* century BC [IIaposuh-Ilemuran,
1994, c. 103; MemoroBa, 1964, c. 18]. Arrowheads
of the second type of the first chronological group,
with similar dating, are also present. These pieces
have sharp leaf shape of the blade, with the great-
est width in the base [Memorosa, 1964, c. 18].
Best preserved specimens of arrowheads
were collected on the Danube bank near Zemun
[[Tapouh-Ilemmuran, 1994, c. 103]. Out of a to-
tal of 16 pieces, with the exception of two, all are
with a concealed inset shaft (Fig. 6, 4). Despite
excellent condition, interpretative value of these
finds is restricted by a lack of an archaeological
context. According to the typology from Chotin
necropolis, 10 arrowheads can be classified as
type 1 (trilobated type), out of which only one is a
variant 2 (tower shaped), while the rest are vari-
ant 3 (triangular or almond shaped) (Fig. 6, 4a).
They are dated from the 6™ to the first half of the
5% century BC [Kozubova, 2013, p. 89—90]. Four
arrowheads are analogous to type 2 (trilobated-
triangular shaped), variant1 (tower shaped)
(Fig. 5, 4b). They are dated to the 6 century BC,
particularly to the second half of the 6% century,
but also appear in the first half of the 5 century
[Kozubova, 2013, p. 89—90]. One of them is a
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triple-edged arrowhead with an inset shaft that
makes up roughly a third of the total length, and
a blade leaf of elongated rhomboid shape (Fig. 5,
4c). This form is not found in Chotin necropolis,
with closest analogy in chronological group II, ac-
cording to A. Melyukova, dated to 6®*—5%* century
BC in south-western Ukraine [Mesokosa, 1964,
tabn. 7, b10]. The last example is a swallowtail
type arrowhead (Fig. 6, 4c), with a long perforat-
ed inset shaft, a kind that is not found in sites of
Vekerzug culture, or in Scythia, which makes its
Scythian origin questionable.

A double-edged bronze arrowhead with a con-
cealed inset shaft came from an unknown site in
Ram, and was dated at Early Iron Age, from the
early 6 until late 4 century BC (Fig. 6, 5). The
arrowhead is with a round cross section [Crojuh,
Jamamosuh, 2008, c. 233]. According to the typol-
ogy of A. Kozubova, this piece should be assorted
to type 3, variant 3, of double-edged arrowheads
with an almond shaped blade leaf [Kozubova,
2009, p. 69]. They are rare in the neighbouring
countries, with only a single arrowhead of this
type, which was discovered in Chotin necropo-
lis. They are dated roughly at the first half of the
6™ century BC [Kozubova, 2009, p. 80—81].

Protective archaeological excavation at the site
Pecka Banja, located on the road to Kosovska
Mitrovica, 12 km west of Pe¢, yielded a devas-
tated rich tomb of a princely couple. Graves were
dated at the 6 century BC, based on Greek black-
figure pottery. Gender attribution of one of the
burials as male was based on the nature of finds,
including weapons, silver and bronze buckle and
one male ring, since skeletal remains were not
found [Jby1tu, 1998, c¢. 577]. Weapon finds include
eight arrowheads made of cast bronze (Fig. 6,
6), roughly 1,5—2,2 cm in length [Jbymu, 1998,
c. 582]. According to A. Kozubova’s typology, all
of the pieces found in Pecka Banja are of type I,
variant 3: trilobated arrowheads with a concealed
inset shaft, almond or triangular shape. They are
dated at the 6™ and the first half of the 5® century
BC [Kozubova, 2013, p. 89—90].

HORSE HARNESS

In the central grave of mound I in Atenica an
iron horse bit with bridle was discovered, along
with pieces of chariot fittings (Fig. 7, I). Judging
by the burning marks, the deceased was burned
on the chariot [Bykuuh, Josamosuh, 1966, c. 29].
Rein was connected to bridle via rings, which
could be round or in other shapes, and such a
ring was found in mound II in Atenica (Fig. 6,
2). The round ring was attached to a triangular
buckle [byxuwmh, Josamosuh, 1966, c. 32]. The
type of bridle discovered in this grave is not dis-
tinctive for Scythia in the 6% century BC, though
a similar form of early Scythian bits made of bone
can be found. Bone sample could have been used
as a pattern for later iron models discovered in
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the Carpathian necropolises of Vekerzug culture
[[Taposuh-ITemukan, 1994, c. 104]. According to
A. Kozubova’s typology, this type of bridle can be
classified as type II, Sentes-Vekerzug bridle, with
rings on the side ends. Since the Atenica piece is
heavily fragmented, it is not possible to determine
the variant of type II, which places dating into a
broader range from the first half of the 6" up un-
til the first half of the 5* century BC [Kozubova,
2011, p. 79—83]. The ring discovered in mound
IT of Atenica probably served as a part of a horse
harness. Although these rings were used for other
purposes, this type of ring with a buckle was dis-
covered frequently in Scythian graves along with
other pieces of horse harness, as seen in kurgan 2
in Aksyutince [Mnpuucrast, 1968, tadm. XVI, 10].
Bit with bridle discovered in Tolsta mogila has
this kind of ring interconnected to the external
loop, so that rein can be attached to the triangu-
lar buckle [[Taposuh-Tlemukam, 1994, c. 104].

Two pairs of horse bits with bridle were discov-
ered in Ritopek. First pair of bits was discovered
in grave 12, and is a type with longways bars,
that end with pyramidal heads (Fig. 7, I). C-
shaped (arc-shaped), they have three rectangular
slots on the middle widened parts. Bars are tied
by bits, made of two twisted joints also connected
by rings. On one end, the bit is attached to the
bars with a hoop, while the other ends with a ring.
Total length of the bit is approximately 20 cm
[Tomoposuh, 1966, c. 155]. It has a close analogy
in mound Tolsta mogila from the 4 century BC
[[Taposuh-Ilemuran, 1994, c. 104]. There are no
analogous finds in Chotin necropolis. The other
pair of bits with bridle was discovered by chance,
without any archaeological context (Fig.7, 2).
The bit is S-shaped, made of iron, and roughly
30 cm long [Tomoposumh, 1966, c. 156]. Bridle of
this type, with ends decorated with animal heads,
can be found in the mounds of forest steppe as
early as the 5% century BC as seen in Aksyutince
[Unbunckas, 1968, c. 118].

Only three pieces of decorative plates were
discovered in Serbia, two in Ritopek and one in

Fig. 7. Tron bits with bridle from Atenica [Byxnuh,
Josamosuh, 1966, Ta6. XVIII, 3—5] (I); Ring for attach-

ing rein to bridle from Atenica [Byxuwh, Joanoswuh,
1966, Tab. XXIII, 20] (2)
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Barace near Tekija. Ritopek plates are chance
finds, however, nature of the site with numer-
ous graves, indicates a possible grave context
[Tomoporuh, 1966, c. 155—156]. The larger piece
is shaped like an animal head surrounded from
the lower side with radially lined spiral volutes
made by casting bronze (Fig. 9, 1). The smaller
one is shaped like a very stylized animal head
(maybe a fantastic beast like a griffin), with an
arched ornament, and is also made of cast bronze
(Fig. 8, 2) [JoranoBuh, 1977, c. 22]. Modelling and
style of both decorative plates from Ritopek in-
dicate Scythian animal style. Spiral ornaments,
however, like those on the larger plate, are not
typical for Scythian art. Stylized head of the first
plate could have represented a deer, a common
motif of Scythian animal style, and is widespread
on the territory populated by Scythians. Spiral vo-
lute ornamentation of deer horns originates from
a tradition of designing horns as bird heads, with
examples in mounds of north Crimea and Thrace.
Examples of heavily stylized horn ornamentation,
as well as more common realistic way, indicate
deviations from characteristic decorative pat-
terns of Scythian animal style of the 5% century
BC [Joamosuh, 1977, c. 23]. There is a presump-
tion that animal on the plate is not a deer, but a
griffin. In that case, spiral ornaments would rep-
resent wings of a griffin or a lion, although mod-
elling fashion would not be typical. Head of the
animal is also not depicted in a way typical for a
lion or a griffin, but in a distinctive way for deer
depictions of animal style in the lower Danube
basin and Black Sea steppes. The Ritopek plate
probably served as a decoration for horse harness.
Deer depiction fits Scythian animal style, but
with an iconographic order somewhat changed.
Mutually opposed position of horns and head is
a deviation, and with this taken into account,
the depiction could be considered a sort of a deer

Fig. 8. Bits with bridle: I — grave 12 in Ritopek
[Tomoposuh, 1966, Ta6u. I, 13]; 2 — chance find from
Ritopek [Tomoposuh, 1966, Ta6u. 111, 8]

protoma, and not a complete figure [JoBanosuh,
1977, c. 24]. Similar deer head design can be seen
on a decorative application from Craiova hoard,
with loosely depicted horns, reduced to unusual,
almost symbolic dimensions, ending with vo-
lutes, decorated with shallow, parallel notches.
Another analogous piece can be found in a grave
in Transylvania. This bronze application depicts
a roughly contoured deer, in a usual icongraphic

Fig. 9. Larger decorative plate from
Ritopek (1); Smaller decorative plate from
Ritopek (2) [Tomoposuh, 1971, Ta6. XLV]
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Fig. 10. Bronze buckle from Baracée [Todorovi¢, 1968,
tab. I

pose, with bent front legs, and summarized horn
represented by triangles, resembling simplified
lyre [JoBamoBuh, 1977, c. 24].

Second plate from Ritopek is conducted even
more summarily, though it can be with some cer-
tainty concluded that it is a bird head, most proba-
bly of a griffin. Fastening hole, instead of a buckle
or a ring, is not a common feature of items made
in animal style of the Iron Age [JoBamosuh, 1977,
c¢. 25].These depictions of certain parts of animal
bodies are typical for Scythian lands in the 5%—
4% century BC [[Taposuh-ITemmuram, 1994, c. 106].
Closer analogy can be found in a silver plate from
a rich Thraco-Getic grave in Agighiol in Dobruja,
dated to around 400 BC. The plate has a griffin
head depicted in a similar manner, with a stand
decorated with spiral curls representing stylized
clutches with interposed palm tree motifs, consid-
ered to be made by a local craftsman [Berciu, 1974,
p. 69—70]. Agighiol application is an evidence of
the development of same tendencies of Scythian
art, with intensive Greco-Thracian influences in
the time of arrival of Scythian tribes in Dobruja
[[Taposuh-Ilemuran, 1994, c. 106]. Some authors
conclude that Ritopek plates are likely products
of local craftsmen, inhabiting north-eastern parts
of the Pannonian basin and Transylvania in the
5% and first half of 4% century BC [JoBamosuh,
1977, c. 25].

A bronze buckle made in Scythian animal style
(Fig. 9) was discovered in Baracde, in the Irong
Gates, by chance, without archaeological context,
although the site was of multi-layered settlement
character [Todorovi¢, 1968, c.57; JoBamosuh,
1977, c. 21]. The buckle is in shape of an elongated
lion, made by cast bronze. Middle part of the body
is divided by a pronounced rib, while the edges
are decorated with deeply rifled lines and strips,
decorated with skewed notches. Mane is depicted
by short transverse rifles, as well as hind limbs.
Ears and eyes are depicted in an ornamental ele-
ment of «eight», while mouth is pronounced with
massive semi arched strips. Buckle dimensions
are roughly 9,1 x 2,6 cm [JoBamosuh, 1977, c. 21].
Dating of the find can be accomplished with some
certainty based on analogous pieces discovered in
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north-western Bulgaria. Lion shaped item found
in Kalugerovo, near Botevgrad, is conducted in an
even more evident geometric manner [JoBarosuh,
1977, c. 21], while Toros buckle has a somewhat
shorter animal body. Application from Barace sty-
listic design is more similar to Toros find, dated
at the 4" century BC [[Iaposuh-Ilemuram, 1994,
c. 104].

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Appearance of the spearheads typical for the
warlike, nomadic tribe from the Black sea coasts
in the region of the Central Balkans, together with
parts of weaponry and horse harness in princely
graves in Atenica and Pilatoviéi, was explained
by «probable contacts between the Illyrians and
the Scythians» [Bykuwuh, Jopanosuh, 1966, c. 85],
at the moment of their penetration into the Pan-
nonian zones during the 6" and 5% century BC,
most probably as a consequence of trade or war
loot. According to M. Parovié¢-Pesikan [[Iaposuh-
[lemmuran, 1994, c. 107], the material of Scythic
origin, being few in number, was brought to the
Central Balkans as a result of exchange with
neighbouring regions, and not as a consequence
of settling of Scythian tribes. The problem of
presence of Scythian products in funerary context
of the Early Iron Age of the Central Balkans is
a specific field or research, but S. Babi¢ [Ba6uh,
2004, c. 133] stated that the Scythic arrowheads
from the graves indicated a possibility to trace
their meaning not in the contacts with nomadic
settlers of the Lower Danube Basin and the Black
Sea region, but in some other contexts. Namely,
a function different from the obvious purpose
of a projectile can be attributed to the arrow-
heads, leading to a totally different context. For
the Scythian warriors, bronze arrowheads were
not only the most common type of weaponry, but
they had a symbolic sense, representing warriors
themselves, their strength and honour [Babowuh,
2004, c. 134 with references]. If it is presumed
that the presence of arrowheads is a sort of prep-
aration for the monetary system in exchange be-
tween the Greeks and the Scythians in the Pon-
tic area, their presence in the Central Balkans
graves with Greek import can be understood as a
sign that the similar procedure was applied to the
inhabitants of the Central Balkans, too. Since the
number of these finds is very small in every sin-
gle case and having in mind the number of grave
units as well, it can be concluded that this attempt
did not make a deep impression on the Balkan
peoples [Babuh, 2004, c. 134]. On the other hand,
this attempt, no matter how (un)successful was,
had its roots in the concept in which the arrow-
heads had a symbolic meaning, closely tied with
the notion of prestige. It is not certain to which
extent the arrowheads in the graves from Atenica
and Pilatovié¢i symbolized prestige of their own-
ers (in Atenica members of the princely family
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had them, but in Pilatovi¢i — probably a servant
carrying arms), but it is undeniably clear on the
basis of their deliberate selective deposition that
they have their position in the study on the pres-
tige [Ljustina, Dmitrovié, 2010, p. 133].

To conclude, the research on the Scythian ho-
rizon of finds in the territory of Serbia has it base
in stylistic and typological analysis of material
remains of Scythian origin in a different ethnical
environment. The total number of archaeological
sites and finds is not big, so conclusive remarks
are very few. Geographic spread of the finds is
not indicative of any pattern, since the finds can
be traced from Vrsac in the north to Prizren in
the south, and the vicinity of Pozega in the west.
In most of the cases, we are faced with the items
imported from the territories traditionally settled
by the Scythians, by means of trade of local popu-
lations and neighbouring regions. The artefacts
analysed reveal a very strong stylistic and typo-
logical connectivity with the material from the
Carpathian basin and cultural zone of the Veker-
zug culture. At the same time, their origin from
the remote regions of Ukraine cannot be excluded
from our considerations.
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CKNO®CKOE OPYKHUE I KOHCKOE
CHAPAKEHUE HA TEPPUTOPUN
CEPBHUN

Cy1mecTByOIIME UCCIIETOBAHUSA CKUQCKOTO TOPU30H-
ta B Cepbuu Bce ellie He Pe3yJIbTUPOBAJIN OTKPBITHEM
apPXEOJIOTMYECKOM MECTHOCTH, KOTOPYI0 OJHO3HAYHO
MOJKHO OBLIIO OBI 0XapaKTePW30BATh KAK CKUQCKYIO.
OTCyTCTBYIOT HEKPOITOJIU M IIOCEJIEHUSI CO CKU(CKUMIE
aJIEeMEeHTaMMU, OJHAKO, 3aUKCUPOBAHO IIPUCYTCTBUE
IIPEJIMETOB, OTHOCAIIUXCS TI0 CBOEMY IIPOUCXOMKTIEHUIO
K KYJBTYPHBIM KPyraM CKUQCKOMN IIMBUIUIAIIUN, U OHO
YKa3bIBaeT Ha COIPUKOCHOBeHWs KyJabTyp. CitemoBa-
TEJbHO, W3y4YeHWe ITaHHOTO KYyJbTYPHOTO TOPU30HTA
mojpa3dyMeBaeT B IIEPBYIO OUepeIb y3HABAHUE, 4 TAKIKE
CTHJIMCTUYECKUM U THUIIOJIOTHYECKUI aHAaJINU3 JTaHHBIX
IIPeJIMETOB B MECTHOCTSIX HOCHTEJIH JPYTroro 3THUYEC-
KOT0 ITPOCXOKICHUSI.

Haxonku cxkudcroro mpoucxosxnenus B Cepbun He-
MHOTOYHMCIEHHBI ¥ BRJIIOYAIT B OCHOBHOM ITPEIMETHI B
apPXEeOoJIOTMYECKOM KOHTEKCTe ITOrpedaibHOr0 MHBEHTA-
psi, BMeCTe C OIIpeeSIEHHBIM KOJIUYEeCTBOM CIIyUYalHBIX
Haxomok. Opysxue 00HAPYKEHO B M3BECTHBIX MOIHJIb-
HBIX XOJIMUKAX PAHHEr0 KeJIe3HOr0 BeKa B MECTHOCTSIX
Arennna, [Ilunarosuum, At Bossie Bprmana u Pomaiis
BoaJse [Ipuspena. JlekopaTuBHAS INIUTKA U3 MECTHOCTH
Bapau, a Taksme mBa 60eBBIX TOIOpa M3 3JIOTCKOM IIe-
mepsl 00HAPYIKEeHBI B mTocesieHYeckoM ciaoe. Cpemn Ha-
XOJIOK, COOpPAHHBIX BHE apXEO0JOIMYeCKOTO0 KOHTEKCTA,
BBIIEJISTIOTCS IEJbIX 16 HAKOHEeYHUKOB CTPeJI, HaueH-
Hbix Ha Oepery Jlymas. HebGosnbimoe xosmudyecTBo Haxo-
JIOK JIeJTaeT HeBO3MOMKHBIM 0oJiee JeTaIbHbINA CTATUCTH-
YeCKUIl aHAJIN3 KOHTEKCTa, B KOTOPOM 3aMEUEHBI KYCKHU
OPYKUSI.

T'eorpacuueckre MecTOIoOIOKEHUSA He YKA3BIBAIOT
Ha KaKoi-11bo o0paser] pacipocTpaHeHUs MECTHOCTEH,
obJsramaroiux cKudckumu assementamu. [lpenmers 3a-
durcupoBausr or Bpmrama ua cesepe mo IIpuspena ma
fore, u 10 oxkpectHoctu lloskerm Ha 3amame. Ywuciten-
HOCTh HAXOJIOK CHOBA K€ OTPAHUYUBAET BBIBOJBI O TEP-
PUTOPHUATBLHOM PaCIIpeeSIeHUHN.

C ompemesieHHOM 10Jieifl YBEPEHHOCTH MOYKHO CKa-
3aTh, YTO B IIOJABJISIONIEM OOJIBIIUHCTBE CIyYaeB pedb
WIeT 0 IpeaMeTax, UMIIOPTHPOBAHHBIX C TEPPUTOPHI
TPAUIMOHHOTO IIPOKUBAHUSA CKU(OB, IOMABIINX HA
Tepputopuio HelHerrHed CepOuM IyTeM TOPTOBBIX CBSI-
3eil MECTHBIX HACEJICHUN 1 COCeIHUX IIMBUIN3AINANA. Ap-
Ted)aKTBI YKA3BIBAIOT HA HAUOOJIbIIIEE CTUIIUCTUYECKOE,
THUIIOJIOTUYECKOE, & TaKKe TeorpaduIecKoe CXOJICTBO C
aHAJIOTUYHBIMEU IIpenMeTaMu Haprartckoro OacceitHa,
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KyJBTYPHOTO apeaJjia KyJIbTypbl BekepayT; B TO ke Bpe-
M1, IPOUCXOKIEHNE UX JAJTBbHBIX 00J1acTe, HhIHeITHe
YEKpawuHbI, He UCKJIIOYEHO.

KnroueBrple cioBa: opyskme, CHapsKeHHE, CKHQEL,
CepOust, IMITOPT, HAKOHEUHUKY CTPEJI, OJISIIKH, [ICAJINN.

M. JTowmurna, I. Hinuuu

CKI®CBHKA 3BPOSI TA KIHCHKE
CIIOPSJI’KEHHS HA TEPUTOPII
CEPBII

Ha rtepuropii Cepbii He BHUABJIEHO apXEOJIOTTYHUX
MaM ATOK, SIKI MOYKHA OJHO3HAYHO 1HTEPIIPETYBATU SIK
cridebki. BimeyTHi Hekporrosi 1 moceneHHsS 3 CKidCh-
KUMH eJIeMeHTaMH, [poTe 3adiKCOBAHO IIPeIMeTH
CcK1)CHKOTO TTOXO/IPKEHHS, STKl BKA3YIOTh HA KYJIBTYPHI
KOHTAKTH. SHAXIAKK cKipcbroro moxomkenasa B Cepoil
HEYHUCJIEHH] 1 BRJIIOYAIOTh, TOJIOBHUM YHHOM, IIPEIMETH
TOXOBAJILHOTO 1HBEHTAPIO 1 TIeBHY KLIBKICTH BUIIAIKO-
BUX 3HAXIJOK. 30p00 BUABJIEHO B KYPraHHUX MOTHJIb-
HUKaX PAHHBOTO 3aJII3HOTO BIKY B MICIIEBOCTSIX ATeHI-
ma, [limarosiui, AT y Bpmar i Pomatis y Ilpuspena.
JlexopaTtuBHa ILUIMTKA 3 MiciieBocTi Bapau, a Takosk nBi
00IM0OB1 COKMpPU 3 3JIOTCKOM Iledepy BUSABJIEH] y Iapi
nocesena. Cepen 3Haxifok, 310paHUX I103a apXeoJyo-
TYHUM KOHTEKCTOM, BHILIAIOTLCI 16 HAKOHCUHUKIB
cTply, 3HaimeHux Ha Oepesi Jynawo. HeBenuka kinb-
KICTh 3HAXIJIOK YHEMOKJIMBIIIOE OLIBIN JeTAIbHUN CTa-
TUCTUYHUM aHAJI3 KOHTEKCTY, B SKOMY BUsBJICHI (ppar-
MeHTH 30poi.

T'eorpadis 1 KUIBKICTH 3HAXIJOK HE YTOYHIOIOTH JIO-
KaJIbHI 0c00JIMBOCTI CKIPCHKMX eJIeMeHTIB a0o iX Tepu-
ToplasbHui po3momii. [Ipenmern 3adikcoBani Bix Bp-
marr, Ha miBHoul 10 Ilpuspena Ha miBmHI, 1 0 OKOJIMIN
ITosxeru ma saxomi. ¥ nmepeBaskHil OLIBIIOCT]I BUIIAAKIB
WeTbes Ipo HpeaMeTH, IMIIOPTOBAHI 3 TEPUTOPIi Tpa-
JUINIAHOTO TPOKUBAHHSA CKI(IB, SIKI TOTPATININ Ha Te-
puropito HuHINTHKOI Cepbil NIIIXOM TOPTOBUX 3B’SI3KIB
MICIIEBOI0 HaceJIeHHs 3 cycigamu. ApredarkTtu MamoTb
HAUOLIBINY CTHUIICTAYHY 1 THUIIOJIOTIYHY IOMIOHICTD 3
aHaJiorilyHUMHU IIpenMeraMu Kapmarcerxoro 0Oaceiiny,
KyJBTYPHOTO apeajy KyJIbTypu Bekepayr; BomHOYAC
He BHUKJIIOUEHO IXHE TOXO/MKeHHS 3 JaJeKux obJracreit
HUHINIHBOI YKpalHu.

Knrouosi ciosa: 36post, criopsipprenns, cridgpu, Cep-
0is1, IMIIOPT, HAKOHEUHUKH CTPLII, OJIAIIKY, IICAJTII.
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