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Background: Carbon nanotubes, due to their unique physical properties, have been widely used in
materials science and electronics; however, numerous attempts to create systems for delivering drugs or
complexes of therapeutic drugs with nanotubes for improving their effectiveness and specificity have not
succeeded. It is primarily due to the high cytotoxicity of nanotubes for living cells as well as the lack of
mechanisms for their biodegradation. On the other hand, carbon nanotubes can form stable compounds
with such biologically important molecules as DNA, phospholipids, proteins. In this paper, the possibility
of the formation of amyloid fibril structures in lysozyme due to the interaction with carbon nanotubes is
shown. The obtained results have both a fundamental and an applied value, since this may be a method
for obtaining model amyloid fibrils for further study.

Objectives: The purpose of the work was to study the effect of carbon nanotubes on the formation of
fibril structures in lysozyme at room temperature under different pH values.

Materials and methods: For the preparation of the samples, hen egg-white lysozyme protein (HEWL,
Fluka), as well as single-walled (SWCNT, Sigma-Aldrich) and multi-walled (MWCNT, OO0 TM
“Spetsmash”, Kyiv, Ukraine) carbon nanotubes were used. Used techniques: IR-Fourier Absorption
Spectroscopy; confocal microscopy.

Results: In this paper, the study of molecular mechanisms of interaction of lysozyme with carbon
nanotubes by vibrational spectroscopy was carried out and a conformational analysis of the formed
complexes was performed. It is shown that carbon nanotubes can affect the structure of lysozyme even at
room temperature and normal pH values, as evidenced by conformational changes in lysozyme due to
interaction with carbon nanotubes. Complexes which are formed as a result of such interaction, have
characteristic features of amyloid fibrillar structures. It reveals one of possible mechanisms of carbon
nanotubes cytotoxicity. On the other hand, such a technique can be introduced to obtain model amyloid
fibrils for further study.

Conclusion: The method of vibtarional spectroscopy has shown that carbon nanotubes can influence the
structure of lysozyme, as it is shown by the conformational analysis of the absorption band Amide I. After
the interaction of lysozyme with CNT, an increase in the contribution of antiparallel p-conformation in
the structure of lysozyme is observed, and the contribution of the a-helix conformation is reduced, which
are characteristic features in the formation of fibrillar structures. The possibility of amyloid fibril
formation without the use of high temperatures at different pH values with the interaction of lysozyme
and carbon nanotubes, which can be applied as a method for obtaining the model amyloid fibrils, is
shown.
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BYIJIEHEBI HAHOTPYBKHU NIEPEHIKO/KAKOTH UU CITPUAIOTHh ®OPMYBAHHIO
AMUIOITHAUX ®IEPAJI?
M.B. Oﬂel-l‘{yl(l, O.I1. rHakal, .1 I[onﬁeumol, 1.0. HonLOBﬂﬁl, C.O. KapaxiM2
Yuemumym isuxu HAH Vipainu, npocnexm Hayxu 46, Kuis, Yipaina, 03028
2Iucmumym Gioximii im. O.B. Ilannadina, syn. Jeonmosuua, 9, Kuis, Yipaina, 01601

AKTyaabHicTh. Byrienesi HAaHOTPYOKH, 3aBASKH CBOIM YHIKaJIbHUM ()i3MYHHM BJIACTUBOCTSM, 3HANIIUIH
HIMPOKE 3aCTOCYBaHHS B MaTePialo3HABCTBI Ta €JIEKTPOHII[l, OJJHAK YUCIICHHI CIIPOOU CTBOPCHHS CUCTEM
JOCTaBKM JIKiB UM KOMIUIEKCIB TEpalmeBTHYHHUX IPENapariB 3 HAHOTPYOKaMH 3 METOIO IOKPaIIeHHS
e eKTHBHOCTI Ta crermdigHOCTI IX Iil He MpHU3BeNa 10 ycmixy. B mepiry gepry me moB’sa3aHo0 3 BUCOKOIO
IIUTOTOKCHYHICTIO HAaHOTPYOOK MJs JKMBUX KIITHH Ta BiACYTHICTIO MeXaHi3MiB ix Oiomerpamarmii. 3
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iHIoro OOKy, ByIJIelleBi HAaHOTPYOKH MOYTh YTBOPIOBATH CTiliKi KOMIUIEKCAMH 3 TaKUMHU 010JIOTIYHO
BaximuBuMH Mojekynamu sk JIHK, dochonimign, Oinku. B nmanii poGoTi MokazaHa MOKIHBICTB
¢dopMmyBaHHS aMinoinHUX (IOPWISIPHUX CTPYKTYp B JI30LMMI TPH B3a€MOAIl 3 BYIJIELEBUMH
HaHOTpyOKamu. OTpuMaHi pe3yJIbTaTH MalOTh SIK (yH/IaMEHTAJIbHE, TaK 1 IPUKIaIHE 3HAYSHHS, OCKIJIbKH
11e MOXkKe OYTH METOIOM OTPUMaHHS MOJEIFHUX aMiIOIMHUX (iOPHII AT TOAaTBIIOT0 BUBYCHHS.

Meta po6oTu. MeToro po6OTH OyJIO AOCTIAUTH BILIMB BYTJCIEBHUX HAHOTPYOOK Ha TMPOIEC YTBOPECHHS
GiOpUIAPHUX CTPYKTYP B JTI30IMMI MPH KiIMHATHIHM TeMIiepaTypi npy pi3HUX 3HadeHHsIX pH.

Marepianu i MeToau. /[ mpUTOTYBaHHS EKCIEPUMEHTAJIbHUX 3pa3KiB OyB BHKOPHUCTAHHWH JTi30ITUM,
Buienuii 3 Ginka kypsunx senp (HEWL — Hen Egg-White Lysozyme, Fluka), a Takox omaHOCTiHHI
(SWCNT, Sigma-Aldrich) ta 6aratoctinai (MWCNT, OOO TM «Cnenmany, Kuis, Ykpaina) Byrieresi
HaHOTpYOkH. Bukopucrani  merommku: [Y-Dyp’e-cnekTpockomiss — MOIVIMHAHHS,  KOH(OKaIbHA
MIKPOCKOTIis.

PesyabTaTu. B naniit po6oTi npoBeaeHO AO0CIiHKEHHS MOJICKYJIIPHUX MEXaHI3MiB B3a€EMOJIIT JIi30LUMY 3
BYIJICIIEBUMH HAHOTPYOKaMH METOJIOM KOJMBAJIBHOI CIIEKTPOCKOIMIi Ta MPOBEAEHO KOH(pOpMAIiHHUHA
aHaJi3 yTBOpeHHX KoMIuiekciB. [TokazaHo, 1110 ByrieneBi HAHOTPYOKH MOXKYTh BIUIMBATH Ha IIPOCTOPOBY
CTPYKTYpPY JNi30IIMMY HaBiTh IpW KIMHATHIA TeMIepaTypi Ta HOpMalbHHX 3Ha4eHHsAX pH, mpo mo
CBimUaTh KOH(OpMAIiiHI 3MiHM B JI30HAMi BHACTIJOK B3a€MOJil 3 BYIJICHICBUMH HAaHOTPYOKaMH.
Kommiekcn, yTBOpeHi BHACTIIOK Takoi B3a€MOJii, MAlOTh XapaKTEepHI PUCH aMiOigHUX (GiOpHIspHUX
CTPYKTYD, IO PO3KPHBAE OJMH 3 MEXaHI3MIB IIUITOTOKCHYIHOCTI BYTJICIIEBUX HAHOTPYOOK. 3 iHIIOTO OOKY,
Taka METOAWKAa MOXe OyTH BIIPOBaIpKeHA JJIS OTPUMaHHS MOJENBHUX aMiTOImHUX (iOpIi1 3 MeTor iX
MOAAJTBLIOTO BUBYEHHS.

BucnoBkn. MeTo/iOM KOJMBalbHOI CHEKTPOCKOMII IMOKa3aHO, IO BYIVIEHEBI HAHOTPYOKH MOXYTb
BIUIMBATH Ha HPOCTOPOBY CTPYKTYPY J30LUMY, IIPO L0 CBIIYHTH KOH(OpMaUiHHUNA aHaNi3 CMYTrH
nornuHanHg  Awmin 1. Ilicas B3aemonii mizoummy 3 BHT, BinOyBaerbcsi 30iNbIIEHHS BKIany
aHTUMNapanenbHol  B-koHdopmamii B CTPYKTypi J30IIMMYy, Ta 3MEHIICHHS BKIANy «-CIipaibHOL
KkoH(popMmanii, 0 € XapakTepHHMMH pucamMu npu QGopmyBanHi (iOpwisipHux cTpykTyp. [lokazana
MOJKJIUBICTh YTBOPEHHS aMiJIOiTHUX (QiOpWIIpHUX CTPYKTYp 0€3 3aCTOCYBaHHS BUCOKHMX TEMIIEpaTyp pH
pi3HUX 3HaueHHsX pH mpu B3aemonii JizouuMy 3 BYIJIEHEBUMH HAHOTPYOKamMH, IO MOXE MaTu
MIPUKJIAJHE 3aCTOCYBAaHHS B IKOCTI METOy OTPUMAaHHI MOJEIBHUX aMiTOInHIX (iOpHL.

KJIIOYOBI CJIOBA: aminoinni GpiOpuiy; 1i300UM; ByTJIeeBI HAHOTPYOKH; B-Imapi.

YIJIEPOJHBIE HAHOTPYBKHU NPENATCTBYIOT NN BBI3BIBAIOT ®OPMUPOBAHUE
AMMWJIOUIHBIX ®UBPUJLII?
M.B. Onenuyx’, E.II. Tnatiox’, I.1. JloBGemko’, H.A. IoeBoii’, C.A. Kapaxum®
YUnemumym gusuxu HAH Yipaunsi, npocnexm Hayxu 46, Kues, Ykpauna, 03028
2HHcmumym ouoxumuu um. O.B. Iarnaouna, yn. Jleonmosuua, 9, Kues, Yxpauna, 01601

AKTyaJqbHOCTb. YTJEpOIHBIE HAHOTPYOKH, Omaromaps CBOMM YHWKAJIbHBIM (PU3UUECKHM CBOICTBaM,
HAIIUTA THPOKOE MPUMEHEHNE B MAaTEePUAIOBEICHUH U IEKTPOHUKE, OAHAKO MHOTOYHCICHHBIC MOTIBITKH
CO3JJaHUSI CHCTEM JIOCTaBKH JIEKAPCTB MM KOMILJIEKCOB TEPANEBTUUECKHX IPENapaToB ¢ HAHOTPYOKaMH C
LEJIbI0 MOBBIMEHNS () (HEKTUBHOCTH U CIIENU(DUYHOCTH WX JIEWCTBHS HE IIpUBeNia K ycrnexy. B mepByro
oyepeslb ITO CBSI3aHO C BBICOKOHM IIMTOTOKCHYHOCTBIO HAHOTPYOOK JUISl JKUBBIX KJIETOK W OTCYTCTBUEM
MeXaHn3MoOB uX Ouozerpananmu. C Apyroil CTOpOHBI, yriiepoJHble HAHOTPYOKHM MOTYT OOpa3oBBIBAThH
YCTOWYMBBIE KOMIUICKCHI C TaKUMM Ouosiormdeckn BakHbIMH Mojiekynamu kak JTHK, ¢dochonumumsr,
Oenmkn. B ganHON paboTe mOKa3zaHa BO3MOXKHOCTH (OPMHPOBAHMS aAMHJIOUIHBIX (QUOPHILIAPHBIX
CTPYKTYp H3 JIM30IMMAa IIPH B3aUMOICHCTBUH C YTIIIEPOJAHBIMUA HaHOTpYOKaMu. [lomydeHHBIE pe3yabTaThI
UMEIOT KaK (pyHZaMeHTaJIbHOE, TaK W HPUKIATHOE 3HAUYEHHUE, MOCKOIBKY 3TO MOXET OBITh CIocoOoM
MOJY9IEHUS MOJCIHHBIX aMITIOMIHBIX (GUOPIILT I AabHEUIIET0 N3y UCHHS.

Hean pa6orel. Ilenpio paboThl OBIIO HCCIENOBATH BIMSHHUE YIJIEPOIHBIX HAHOTPYOOK Ha MPOIECC
oOpa3zoBaHus (PUOPWILIAPHEIX CTPYKTYp B JIM30IMME IPH KOMHATHOW TeMIlepaType TpH Pa3IHIHBIX
3HaueHusix pH.

Marepuaibpl m MeToabl. [lJIi NPUTOTOBICHMS SKCIEPHMEHTAIBHBIX 00pa3lloB OBLI HMCIOJIb30BaH
JM30LMUM, BbIICTICHHBIA u3 Oeinka KypuHbix sui (HEWL — Hen Egg-White Lysozyme, Fluka), a taxxke
onHocrennbie (SWCNT, Sigma-Aldrich) u muorocrenneie (MWCNT, OOO TM «Cneumarr», Kues,
VYkpauna) yriuepoianble  HaHOTpYOkH. HcnomezoBanel  Meroauku:  HK-®ypbe-criekTpockonus
HOTJIOIIEHHST; KOH(OKAIbHAsE MUKPOCKOIIHSI.

Pe3yabTaThl. B 1annoi pabote mpoBeeHO NCCIIETOBAaHNE MOJIEKYJIIPHBIX MEXaHU3MOB B3aMOICHCTBHS
JM30IMMa C YTJIEPOJHBIMH HAHOTPYOKaMH METOAOM KOJIeOAaTeNbHON CIIEKTPOCKONMH W TIPOBEICH
KOH(GOPMAaIMOHHBIN aHAaTIN3 00pa30BaHHBIX KOMILIEKCOB. I10Ka3aHo, 9TO yriiepoAHbIe HAHOTPYOKH MOTYT
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BIUATh HAa MPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO CTPYKTYPY JHU30LMMa Jla)K€ B YCJIOBUSX KOMHATHOM TeMIepatypbl U
HOpPMAaJIbHBIX 3HaueHWi pH, 0 4eM CBHICTEIbCTBYIOT KOH(OPMAIMOHHBIC M3MCHCHHS B JIU30LKUME B
pe3yipTaTe B3aUMOJACUCTBUS C YIICPOTHBIMU HAaHOTPpYyOKaMu. KoMIuiekcsl, 00pa3oBaHHBIC B PE3yJIbTaTe
TAKOTO B3aUMOJICHCTBUS, HMMCIOT XapaKTCPHBIC UEPThI AMIIOUIHBIX (UOPHIUIAPHBIX CTPYKTYP,
PACKpBIBAIOT OJUH W3 MEXaHWU3MOB IMTOTOKCHYHOCTH YTIEPOIHBIX HAaHOTPYOOk. C npyrod CTOpOHBI,
Takass METOJHMKAa MOXET ObITh BBEJCHA IS MMOJYYCHHS MOJCIBHBIX aMWIJIOUIHBIX (PUOPWILT C HEeNbI0 UX
JlaJTbHEUIIETO U3yYCHHUS.

BoiBoabl. MeTooM KOJIEOATeTbHOW CIEKTPOCKONHMH TMOKA3aHO, YTO YTJIEPOJHbIE HAHOTPYOKH MOTYT
BIUATh Ha TMPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO CTPYKTYpPY JIM30IIMMa, O YEeM CBHIETEIBCTBYET KOH(POPMAITMOHHBIN
a"anu3 mnosockl nornomenus Awmupn I Ilocme B3ammopmeiictBusi nu3onuma ¢ YHT, mpoucxoaut
YBEJIMYCHUE BKJIJ[a AaHTUIAPAIUICITFHON B-KOHPOPMALMU B CTPYKTYPE JIM30IMMa, U YMCHBIIICHHE BKIIATa

O-CUmpanbHOW KOH(OpPMAIWK, KOTOpHIC SBITIOTCS XapaKTepHBIMH YepTaMHd IpH (OPMHPOBAHUH
GubpMIUTSIpHBIX  cTPYKTYp. I[lokazaHa BO3MOXKHOCTH OOpa3oBaHWS aMWIOWIHBIX (UOPHUILIIPHBIX
CTPYKTYp 0Oc3 IMPUMECHEHHUS BBICOKHX TEMIICPATyp NP Pa3IM4YHbIX 3HaYeHHUAX pH mpu B3auMoaeHCTBHH
JMU30LUMa C YTJICPOTHBIMU HAHOTPYOKAMHU, YTO MOXKET MMETh NPUKIATHOC NMPUMCHCHHE B KAaueCTBE
METO/a IOTYYCHUS MOJCIbHBIX aMUJIOUTHBIX (HYUOPHUILI.

KJUIFOYEBBIE CJIOBA: amunonssbie GUOPUILIBL; TU30LKM; YIIIEPOJHbIC HAHOTPYOKH; [3-CIIOH.

A key issue in the amyloid science is to understand a mechanism of the amyloid fibril
formation and its connection with pathological state of a living body [1] It is known that
amyloid fibril arising is correlate with a number of diseases such as Alzheimer and Parkinson
diseases, prion propagation, cancer geneses and metastases progress etc [2]; moreover,
amyloid fibrils can appear in a variety of different morphological shapes [3-5].

Lysozyme (Lys), a small protein with four disulfide bonds, stems a property of
bactericidal enzyme. It was found in a salivary fluid, in human tears, in the protein of hen egg.
It is able to destroy the cell wall of gram-negative bacteria and some types of fungi. It
contains 129 amino acid residues. Lysozyme is one of the most intensively studied proteins,
especially, it is often used as a model system for amyloid fibril formation study [6, 7]. The
amyloid fibril is a type of insoluble protein that aggregate with a specific secondary structure.
[3-5, 8-10]. Lysozyme is not associated with any known amyloid diseases; however, it shares
similar morphological features with amyloids from disease associated proteins. Study of
mechanism of amyloid formation extends our knowledge about fibril formation and assists to
clear up a possible disadvantage of interaction between nanoparticles and amyloids.

Carbon nanotubes (CNTSs) are the most investigated carbon nanomaterials due to their
unique physical and chemical characteristics, cheap and easy production, stability and
indispensability for improving of electrical and mechanical properties of materials. Last years
the carbon nanotubes are used as supporting matrix for protein adsorption and isolation [11].
Thus, Yuan et al. used Multiwalled carbon nanotubes (MWCNT) as a carrier to prepare
lysozyme imprinted polymers or even separation of lysozyme from egg white. However, the
question arises: how do CNTs influence the amyloid fibrils formation. A fact about solubility
of carbon nanotubes in the presence of fibril-forming protein lysozyme is an additional
argument indicating easy possibility for fibril appearing [12-14]. However, a computer
simulation of a CNT interaction with lysozyme done in [2] showed another possibility,
namely, breaking of fibrils in the presence of CNT. So, the question about the CNT role in the
fibrils breaking and formation is important. That is why the subject of our research was to
study an influence of carbon nanotubes on fibril formation in vitro model experiment.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Hen egg white lysozyme (HEWL) was purchased from Fluka and used without further
purification. MWCNT were provided by OOO TM “Spetsmash”, Kiev, Ukraine. They were
obtained by catalytic pyrolysis of acetylene with the outer diameter 2-40 nm, the number of
walls from 2 to 15 and the length up to 50 um, and treated from catalyst residues by
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hydrofluoric acid. Single walled carbon nanotubes (SWCNT) were bought from Sigma-
Aldrich, with the diameter of 1.4-1.5 nm and the length about 1-2 pm.

The process of preparation of amyloid fibrils included ultrasonic treatment of aqueous
solution of nanotubes (three times), followed by the selection of the central transparent part of
the solution. Thereafter, an agqueous suspension of nanotubes was added to the aqueous
solution of lysozyme (concentration 1 mg/ml).

In this study we did not use surface-active substances intentionally because they could
affect the formation of amyloid fibrils and could also provide additional absorption bands in
vibrational spectra, which significantly distort the analysis of results.

An agueous suspension of SWCNT was prepared by ultrasonification at 60 W and
22 kHz for 3 hours. 1 mg of HEWL was dissolved in 1 ml of distilled water (pH = 5.5). This
solution was acidified to pH = 2.5 with HCI addition or alkalified to pH = 11.5 with KOH. An
aqueous suspension of MWCNT was added to the prepared lysozyme solution and incubated
for 14 days at room temperature. An aqueous suspension of SWCNT was added to the
prepared lysozyme solutions and incubated for 2 days at 50'C. For the IR absorption spectra
registration and confocal imaging, the samples were dropped onto a rough gold surface and
dried.

The IR spectra were collected in the 400-7000 cm™ region with an IFS-66 Bruker
instrument with resolution of 0.5 cm™ and wavenumber definition accuracy of not less than
0.01 cm™. Repeatability of frequency in our IR spectra measurements was 0.5 cm™ and that of
absorbance — about 0.0005. The IR spectra of proteins were measured in the external
reflection configuration at the light incidence angle 16.5°, as described in [15.16].
Deconvolution and decomposition of the spectral bands were performed with Opus-5.5
software program. The peak positions of the absorption bands were estimated by using the
second derivative method and/or the standard Opus-5.5 peak finding method. All spectra were
baseline-corrected and normalized by the peak intensity of O-H stretching vibrations band
centered near 3300 cm™ [16, 17].

Confocal imaging was carried out with a Carl Zeiss LSM-510 META confocal laser
scanning microscope withthe 4D Plan-Neofluar 40x/0.6 Korr oil immersion objective in Multi
Track mode. For observing objects in a transmittance mode in visible light a halogen
incandescent lamp was used. A fluorescence images of the objects were obtained by
excitation with ultraviolet mercury lamp HBO-100 or with diode laser (A=405 nm, 25 mW),
Ar orArKr laser (A=488 nm, 30 mW) and HeNe laser(A=633 nm, 5 mW)in backscattering
geometry. Magnification in the experiments was x40 and x10. The most important optical
advantage of confocal microscopy is that the radiated photons are focused by the objective
lens on a small (~50 um) detector pinhole which limits a depth of focus and cut other photons
by pinhole causing better contrast in comparison with other types of optical microscopes.

RESULTS AND DISCUTION

To analyze the contribution of antiparallel p-layers in the spatial structure of HEWL,
conformational analysis of the IR absorption bands of the lysozyme Amide |
(1700-1600 cm ) was done (Fig. 1).

This part of the IR absorption spectrum gives a lot of information about the protein
secondary structure and conformational changes. The Amide | band is mainly due to C=0
stretching vibration (approximately 80%) of the amide groups coupled with in-plane NH
bending (<20%).

The set and position of the bands for a fitting were selected according to the literature
data [18-20] of conformational states of lysozyme to certain positions of the bands of Amid I.
The conformational state of the protein in amyloid fibrils differs from that in initial protein
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and results in the appearance of the new conformation, namely, antiparallel B-layers, which
were not found in reference sample.

In order to mark the antiparallel B-sheet, we performed a model experiment for the
amyloid fibril formation under standard conditions (2 days at 50°C) and at different pH.

With the vibrational spectra analysis we found that markers of antiparallel B-layers
conformation are in the region of 1687-1695 cm™ and 1615-1625 cm™. Thus, in the fitting
processes we must consider the appearance of this new conformation, so the number of
components in the reference sample and in the amyloid will be different. In the case of
incubation with MWCNT, the total contribution of B-sheet increases by about 10% compared
to that for SWCNT.

Quantitative analysis of the protein secondary structure is based on the assumption that
secondary structure can be presented as a contributions of all conformations. The components
of the Amide I band can be determined by considering their frequency and intensity behavior.

0,12+

Absorbance

o
(@}
>

0,00 = .
R R L N N P R R

T ]
1720 1700 1680 1660 1640 1620 1600 1580 1560 1540 1520 1500 1480
Wavenumber, cm

Fig. 1. Component analysis of Amid I IR absorption bands of HEWL, pH 5.3.

The biological activity of CNTs relative to proteins was checked with FTIR
spectroscopy. It was shown that after the interaction of the proteins with MWCNT, the
relative percentage content of B-conformation in the structure of the proteins increases, and an
unordered state of the protein decreases. Thus, our experimental studies confirm the
possibility of forming the structures harmful to human body upon interaction of HEWL with
CNTs.

Our results show that the protein structural composition is the following: o-helix —
28.17%, B-turn — 13.07%, B-sheet — 31.38%, disordered structure — 27.38%. The similar
secondary structure of lysozyme dissolved in water was determined from the far-Uv CD
spectra [6]. We suppose that peaks at 1615 cm ' and 1685 cm ' are formed by the
contribution of B-sheet and side groups in the reference [21]. After interaction with SWCNT
structural composition is similar to reference HELW, but we see a small part antiparallel form
(6.59%) in the B-sheet (Fig. 2 b). After interaction with MWCNT, the protein undergoes
structural changes (Fig. 2 a): the contribution from B-sheet, namely, antiparallel conformation
increases (16.24%) along with a decrease in the contribution from the disordered structure
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(15.35 %). Similar strong changes in the protein conformation indicate the formation of the
amyloid fibril structures [18-20].

A new absorption peak at 1620 cm ™' (Fig. 2 a) and 1616 cm ™' (Fig. 2 b) corresponds to
the appearance of a new conformation, likely HEWL amyloid fibril [6]. Peaks at ~1635 cm™
and at ~1685 cm™ are characteristic of B-sheet structure [21]. A peak about 1694 cm™ is
characteristics of antiparallel form in the B-sheet (Fig. 2 b) [16]. In the case of MWCNT, the
fitting of the system gives 1699 cm ' peak. The shift of the peak in high frequency region
could be explained by additional interaction in the system MWCNT-protein. The results of
spectra fitting show an interaction of MWCNT and SWCNT with lysozyme for both cases
(Fig. 2). Thus, in the Fig. 2, we see a larger (about 10%) contribution of antiparallel B-sheet
conformation in the case of HEWL+MWCNT in comparison with the same for
HEWL+SWCNT. This conclusion is in accordance with the data from [13] where lysozyme
has stronger interaction with larger diameter of nanotubes that could assist better fibril
formation.

012 012

0,10 -
80,08 - 0%
— 0106 ] é
3 8 50,06
g 0,04 - g

002 0,03

000

[ [ ‘ [ ‘ [ g [ goo O’OO, K X v
l%OO 1650 1600 1550 1 1700 650 1600 1550 1500
Wavenumber, cmi* Wavenumber, cnrl
b
a

Fig. 2. Component analysis of Amid I and Amid II IR bands of HEWL+MWCNT at pH 5.5 (a) and 1580
HEWL+SWCNT at pH 6.0 (b).

For comparison we added also all spectra for all the samples under neutral pH (5.5-6) on
one figure, from which we can clearly see appearance of the antiparallel beta-sheet
conformation (1621 cm™ and 1696 cm™ in Lys+MWCNT and 1614cm™ in Lys+SWCNT)
(Fig. 3). These peaks are clearly distinguished on the shoulders of wider Amid | bands of the
sample with carbon nanotubes in comparison to reference sample.

In confocal microscopy image at pH = 5.5 (Fig. 4 a) the lysozyme does not show fibril
structure; similarly, we have not observed the formation of fibrils for lysozyme+SWCNT
complex (Fig. 4 b, c), too. At normal pH for SWCNT and MWCNT, we observed the
formation of a continuous thin film of protein, a thickness of about 0.5 microns, in which we
do not observe fibrillar structures. We see aggregation of CNTs presented by black points
inside of the film of lysozyme (Fig. 4).

The colorful bands we see in the images are of an interference nature and indicate that the
film is heterogeneous and has a different thickness. Black strips are cracks of the crystal film
of lysozyme. Multiple black dots in Fig. 4 b and ¢ we assign to carbon nanotubes.

Inthecase of lysozyme+SWCNT complex dense nuclei from lysozyme are formed
(Fig. 4 b and Fig. 5 b, respectively). We can suggest that this is a state of the fibril film
formation with participation of SWCNT and/or MWCNT, supported by FTIR spectroscopy.
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Fig. 3. IR spectra of lysozyme Amid | and Amid Il regions: HEWL+SWCNT (dot line), HEWL (thin line),
HEWL+MWCNT (thick line).
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Fig. 4. Confocal images of pure HEWL (a), HEWL+SWCNT (b), HEWL+MWCNT (c) under pH=5.5.

We suppose that the fibrils come close one to another and form solid-like film [22] as in
the case of the local larger protein concentration being a result of film thickness variation. The
confocal microscopy data are not in accordance with FTIR fitting data and the conclusion
about fibril features appearance in the Amid I spectral region.

IR spectra in the region of Amid | for all the samples of Lys obtained under 11.7 are
similar (Fig. 5). In the case of alkaline pH, the shape of Amid I band is mostly determined by
pH of the sample, and the spectra have negligible differences. Due to the dominant
contribution of beta conformation in protein structure, which has maximum at 1628 cm™, we
could not registered low frequency shoulder located near 1614 cm™ assigned to antiparallel
beta conformation. Meanwhile high frequency of antiparallel beta conformation near
1693 cm™ we can find at 1693 cm™ for both samples (Fig. 5).

For a sample of lysozyme without nanotubes at an alkaline value of the pH (Fig. 6 a,
pH 11.5), the size of the observed fibrillar aggregates is smaller than with the nanotubes
(Fig. 6 b, ¢, pH 11.5). Here we registered clear, elongated structures with a diameter up to
several microns and a length of tens of microns or more.
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Fig. 5. IR spectra of lysozyme Amid | and Amid Il regions: HEWL (thin line), HEWL+MWCNT
(thick line).

Confocal microscopy cannot record structures with thin diameter (from units totens of
nanometer), which is characteristic for fibril at initial stage of its formation. However, earlier
[23-27] it was shown that the centroid of an image of the spot can be used to locate the object
far beyond the resolution limit, despite the fact that the actual object size in the image can
significantly differ from microscopy data.

We suggested that the size of actual fibrillar aggregates varies up to the size of a pixel.
According to Nyquist criteria for digital resolution, the smallest resolved objects should have
~2.3 pixels [23].

According to the confocal microscopy resolution, for wavelength of 405 nm, optical
resolution of obtained images is

A
d=04 m— 216nm,

where NA is numerical aperture of the objective, A is wavelength. Next, the size of a pixel is
calculated being equal 94 nm in our case. However, the location of the luminescent object can
be estimated with nanometer precision for the images with a high signal-noise ratio. [24-27]

In case of SWCNT, we observed ramified net of fibrillar aggregates (Fig. 6 b, pH 11.5)).
In case of MWCNT on the background of small size structures (micron and less) we observed
distinct elongated structures of 50 pum, which are corresponding to the size of carbon
nanotubes used in our experiment (Fig. 6 ¢, pH 11.5).

In contrast to high pH = 11.7 (Fig. 5) in the case of low pH = 2.5 (Fig. 7) fibrils seems to
form more easily. Thus, in the sample of Lys+MWCNT at pH 2.5 we registered beta
conformation at 1626 cm™, but in this sample (Lys+MWCNT) we could not distinguish low
frequency shoulder at 1615 cm™, at the same time high frequency shoulder at 1962 cm™
appears. However, for the samples Lys and Lys+SWCNT we registered low frequency
shoulder at 1613 cm™ assign to beta conformation.

Therefore, MWCNT possesses more significant effect than SWCNT. We suppose that
influence form both pH and MWCNT are being added (Fig. 7).
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Fig. 7. IR spectra of lysozyme Amid | and Amid Il regions: HEWL+SWCNT (dot line), HEWL (thin line),

HEWL+MWCNT (thick line).

In case of acidic pH of the sample, we observe separated, seldom located fibrillar
aggregates in confocal images. These aggregates were located more tightly in case of
MWCNT (Fig. 8, ¢, pH 2.5), in comparison to those with SWCNT (Fig. 8, b, pH 2.5), and the

sample without nanotubes (Fig. 8, a, pH 2.5).
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Nanotubes serve as a surface, on which the formation of amyloid fibrils occurs more
effectively. Surface of SWCNT and MWCNT have similar properties. Therefore, SWCNT
and MWCNT influence the amyloid fibril formation similarly.

e ]

Fig. 8. Confocal images of pure HEWL (a), HWL+SWCNT (b), HEWL+MWCNT (c) under pH=2.5.

Since the concentration of nanotubes was significantly (several orders of magnitude)
lower than the concentration of lysozyme, the size of amyloid aggregates ranged up to several
microns in diameter and 10 um in length, which agrees with [23].

CONCLUSION

Summarizing, using FTIR spectroscopy and confocal microscopy, we have found out that
CNTs could be a good promoter to initiate the process of fibril formation even under the room
temperature and pH range of 5.5-6. The effect of amyloid fibril formation under different
physiological conditions could be modeled by presence of CNT in lysozyme solution. The
mechanism of this effect seems to be connected with good absorbance of lysozyme on the
CNT and matches their surfaces. The relationship of the revealed effect with the diseases
should be studied in vivo.
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