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The article outlines the key mechanisms of semantic derivation, which takes 
place in the structures of religious lexemes involved in the Ukrainian speech of 
different styles. The author claims that among metonymic, hyponymic and metaphor 
types only the metaphor type which, through the actualization of new semantic 
features in every part of the meaning (arhiseme, differential and peripheral), 
effectively contributes to the referential transparency of the religious vocabulary in 
terms of its involvement not only in the religious discourses but the non-religious ones. 

Keywords: lexeme, seme, archiseme, differential/peripheral seme, core/periphery of 
meaning, actualization/deactualization of semes. 
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