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EDUCATION OF MAN OF CULTURE BY MEANS OF
BELLES-LETTRES
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The article deals with the analysis and characteristics of the
definitions “culture” and “man of culture” in the philosophical and
cultural literature. The pedagogical approach to education of man of
culture by means of belles-lettres is substantiated.

The author proposes the principles of cultural pedagogy based
on the education ultimate objective — education of man of culture, as
well as on the statement saying that culture is a regulatory and
protective mechanism guaranteeing human vital activity. Belles-
lettres having positively transforming effect on man and the world is
regarded as one of the means of educating man of culture and as a
component of spiritual culture.
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Statement of the problem in general aspect and its relation to the
important scientific and practical tasks. Modern life in all its diversity,
globalization processes in all spheres, civilization disasters in their different
manifestations needs an individual being not so much technocratic (as it was
until recently), not just having innovative thinking (which is often
emphasized by modern investigators), not only having planetary thinking
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(which is, certainly, actual), as man of culture — a bearer, translator and
creator of the nation cultural fundamentals and universal values: moral,
intellectual, aesthetic, legal, environmental, healthy, economic, and civic
culture; linguistic, professional, personal cultural interaction, and the like. In
our opinion, precisely such a person is able to have an innovative thinking,
which is new in the conditions of rapidly changing life and to possess
planetary thinking — understanding all the threats to humanity on a planetary
level, the “fragility” of life on our planet, the “fragility” of man and the
mankind.

Scholars and experts do not leave the efforts to find universal and new
means of education in general and education of man of culture in particular.
The answer seems to be on the surface. The best time-tested and supported
from the position of science and pedagogical practice ways are science and
art and, particularly, belles-lettres. But what do we need to do to educate a
man of culture, and not anti-culture? This question remains in abeyance.

The aim of the given paper is to analyze and determine the definitions
“culture”, “man of culture” in the philosophic and cultural studies literature
and to provide rationale for pedagogical approach to the education of man of
culture by means of belles-lettres.

The analysis of recent research and publications in which a
solution of this problem has been started and on which the author relies.
There are a lot of definitions of culture in the science. Particularly, E. Taylor
consider culture to be a complex of knowledge, beliefs, laws, customs and
other abilities and skills acquired by man as a member of the society;
J. Ortega y Gasset perceives in culture some social forms and ways of
ennoblement of a human being biological potencies; Karl Marx defines
culture as the materialized essential forces of man; for M. Heidegger culture
is a condition and way of the supreme values realization by the higher human
quality cultivation; according to P. Gurevich, culture is a perceived work of
the spirit to perfect everything around man; G. Frantsev defines culture as
whole body of the material and spiritual values; E. Markarian considers
culture to be the way of human activity. [14]

Modern philosophy regards culture as a completely anthropological
concept, essentially connected to the phenomenon of man (V. V. Bagatskii,
A. A. Belik, I D. Donnikova, L.I. Kormych, V.M. Rozin, A. V. Romah,
L. A. Sandyuk, etc.). I. D. Donnikova considers culture to be a human saving
way of existence; L. I. Kormych and V. V. Bagatskii think culture to be a
way of human activity oriented on the mastering the world; A. V. Romah
supposes culture to perform the function of man beautification, and “man of
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culture” is regarded by the philosopher as social and moral value; all the
diversity of culture definitions are brought to the three most common in the
scientific literature determinations groups — sociological, axiological and
ontological by L. A. Sandyuk.

Y. V. Bondarevskaya, G. V. Dvortseva, V. V. Knyazeva, O. V. Romah,
G. P. Shevchenko, and others have referred to the analysis of the definition
of “man of culture” and problems of man of culture education in their works.
With it, the problem of educating man of culture by means of belles-lettres
remains unexplored.

Main research material presentation with full explanation of the
obtained scientific results. Sociological definitions focus on the factors of a
certain society organization and formation. For the sociological approach it is
typical such vision of culture: “culture is persistent beliefs, values and
behavior norms organizing social relations and making possible collective
interpretation of hands-on experience” (V. Beckett).

Axiological definitions (axiology is philosophical doctrine about the
nature of values) emphasize that culture is material and spiritual values
complex created by man in the process of his life.

Ontological definitions (ontology is philosophical doctrine about
existence) consider culture to be the form of human self-realization in all its
diversity. Here culture appears to be not the perspective of human life, but
the form of existence, the reality beyond which the boundary of human
presence in the world comes. Culture is a way of human existence. [14]

So, culture comprehension is a priori impossible without dealing with
the problem of human essence and existence in fact as with human being
beyond limits of culture (I. A. Donnikova). Poly-essential man, capable at
creatively-destructive self-realization, needs the way of being, guarding
human life, that is culture. [8, p. 63]

Culture and man in some way form a single whole: culture “lives” in
people, in their creativity, activity, feelings; people, in turn, live in culture.
Culture, on the one hand, constantly puts man in conflict and situations he
has to resolve, on the other one it gives him tools and instruments (material
and symbolic), forms and ways (“culture begins with the rules,” says
Levi Strauss), helping man be equal to these situations. The development of
culture and man is a single process of nature assimilation, development of
tools, instruments, forms and methods of activities, social institutions. [12]

Culture performs the function of man improvement, as culture bearing
objectivity of its different types serves to the satisfaction of various human
needs: material, vital, spiritual, and social. In this regard, it is often extremely
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significant the process itself rather than the result of participation in culture
genic activities. It is the one which can give a man a sense of great self-
realization, self-sufficiency, self-actualization, a sense of craftsmanship and
artistic freedom. [13]

Culture, on the one hand, directs human activities; and on the other
hand using the given models it spiritual-meaningfully defines, brings under
regulation and controls human activity in all its forms. Thus, continuous
cultivation of reality by a man, in addition, involves the identification and
production of new opportunities for values development, and, on this basis,
improvement and beautification of human life conditions. In this case,
culture, as originally predetermined aspect of humankind existence, “is
necessitated” by another extremely important point: the necessity of blocking
the inhumane phenomena. The matter concerns the development of culture as
socially-moral norms. [13]

Culture congruity and culture decoration of man, that is, his ability to
master, to create, to transmit the values of culture is completely natural
process, moreover, every person, developing, with the increase of years
becomes more cultural, that is, within his eyeshot besides purely professional
and other everyday values the values of culture plateau are actively involved.
Not by chance there is an aphorism saying: “the age of man is the sum of
culture.” [13]

Man standing out as the creator of culture (some cultural samples) at
the same time is the creator of his personality, the creator of new, constantly
increasing needs, new skills and qualities — abilities of “man of culture”,
“culture genic creativity was the basis of his activity.” “Therefore, the
personality form of culture constantly flows and creates the objective one
and the objective form requires the personality form improvement. Exactly in
this process a “man of culture” is formed; and through this man all the
surrounding is improved and socially regulated.” [13]

Therefore, culture truths are worthwhile only becoming a part of
human vital activity. Thus, J. Ortega y Gasset considered culture to be a tool,
an instrument helping a man in his life. Man is often compared by the
philosopher with people meeting the ship accident: in order to be saved, he
needs something to hang on, and he catches at culture, its principles, values,
ideas. In fact, by the philosopher, culture is a system of beliefs. [10, p. 144]

Cultural studies explain that the development of man in culture reveals
itself in the main forms: firstly, in his cultural and creative activity; secondly,
in the assimilation of cultural wealth; thirdly, in the personal demonstration
of culture. In the latter case the matter concerns culture as the boundary and
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limit of effective human activity. It is perceived and presaged as a defense
mechanism; let us say, in revival of national culture, in adjustment of
economy, in saving the environment. Thus, the culture reveals itself foremost
in everything ensuring human vital activity. This is especially important in
the conditions when social character of human activity has become to present
in universal forms. That is, culture is nothing but the most universal
characteristic of the world of man and man’s vrelation to the
world. [10, p. 144-145]

So, the man of culture is a personality who lives, develops and is
formed in culture, being the object of culture influence and its supporter,
simultaneously translating and creating culture.

If we consider education to be “the convergence of man to culture” and
culture to be mankind social experience, its material and spiritual values,
man of culture will be a bearer and creator of these material and spiritual
values. Let’s mention that our theoretical interests are concerned with the
place of culture in human life in the modern socio-cultural space, based on
European and universal values.

The conclusions of the researchers defining man of culture as a well-
conducted and educated one impress. In other words, the purpose of
education is exactly man of culture. So, the Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences,
professor Ye. V. Bondarevska notes that, “despite the significant
transformation of University ideas from the universal culture-originative and
science-developing content of its activities to professionally-oriented and
pragmatic-designed content, University, as before, remains in the modern
world as the center of science, education and upbringing of man of
culture.” [5, p. 28]

Professor G. P. Shevchenko, well-known in scientific and educational
world as a researcher of art-aesthetic and spiritual education of the younger
generation, whose scientific school is widespread on the territory of all
Ukraine, defines education as the process of human creation, culture
creation, and spirit creation. She emphasizes that “culture determines the
measure of man perfection, his education, good manners, attitude to the
world.” [18, p. 298]

The man, “whose mind has been developed in dialogue with science,
always has the advantage over the man ignoring it. The neglect of science
denotes indifference to the modern life, its tasks, the lack of skills to think by
its dimensions.” [10, p. 271] But the mere knowledge is not enough to form
man of culture. Man must have good manners (= moral = cultural), otherwise
knowledge can acquire destructive forms of expression.
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In addition, knowledge cannot be separated from life; otherwise it
makes no sense. Graduates of schools as well as higher educational
establishments often note that they have lack of applied knowledge, their
“personality meaning”, that is, values which, according to the remark of
Doctor of Linguistic Sciences, Professor Y. I. Swatko, transform the life of
knowledge bearer on the CULTURAL FACT. Defining education in the
World of Man in the aspect of education philosophy, Y. I Svatko
emphasizes: “... firstly, European philosophy will always continue to be the
love of wisdom as vitally embodied (not abstract!) knowledge, and
secondly — the life itself in the World of Man has a fundamentally personal —
actually, human dimension.

That’s why this new “space to live” is revealed as CULTURE, or an
expressive mythology of the World of Man. In fact, only in culture man is
“always at home” because nothing else but itself and things determined
through it are here at all. Therefore, modern philosophy of education must
necessarily solve the problem of unification, synthesis of knowledge and
life — like personality colored, that is value KNOWLEDGE and personal
expressive, that is cultural LIFE.” [15, p. 182]

However, art and belles-lettres as art form are the ways and means of
“ascent of man to the culture” and his self-knowledge in the culture. “
science, literature, art rise to something higher — to the culture. They are its
constituents. They have a common goal: to solve the question of man’s place
in nature and his relation to the universe, about the purpose of
life.” [10, p. 271-272]

“The ultimate and highest purpose of art is not in itself, but in the
perfection of man and society. Therefore, art progress is often seen in the
development of its humanistic principles.” [7, p. 25]

A. A. Andaralo, considering humane pedagogy as the path of ascent to
culture and world restoration, stresses the fundamental importance of
spiritual culture for man, his development and formation in particular and the
world existence in general. “Culture awakens, makes free, cultivates Man in
a human being, opens Eternal in temporary, Infinite in limited, General and
Whole in private and partial. The ascent in the internal culture is the growth
in humaneness, and therefore, in the ability to feel, to think and to act in
enlightened, pure and perceived way. The spiritual dimension of Culture
awakens the multidimensionality in man, and takes him out to the Space
multidimensionality. Consciousness, expanded, ennobled and refined by
Culture, opens the innermost depths of Spiritually-material Reality, an
inexhaustible diversity of Universal Existence behind the external side of
things and phenomena.” [1]
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Just belles-lettres as a component of spiritual culture and as a means of
humane pedagogy in the best way, in our opinion, has to solve problems
mentioned above.

Among the polyphony of functions performed by belles-lettres the most
important one is its capability to dialogue. L. Tolstoy wrote: “In order to
define art accurately, first of all we have to stop looking at it as a means of
pleasure, but consider art to be one of the conditions of human life.
Considering art like this, we cannot fail to see that art is a means of people
communication between themselves.” [16, p. 84] It is not possible to imagine
a man, his life without communication. Through communication man
develops, is formed, asserts himself, learns the world, people and, at first-
hand, himself. “Being in culture, communication in culture is communication
and being on the basis of the work of art, in the idea of the work of
art.” [4, p. 291]

L. Tolstoy had an appreciation of art as a means of bringing people
together, overcoming enmity, disunity, savagery, as a means of education of
feelings, and hence, man himself. According to L. Tolstoy, without art
“people would be even wilder and, which is the most important, isolated and
hostile.” [16, p. 84] Great classical author of belles-lettres of the nineteenth
century could not assume that people in the twentieth and twenty-first
century will be so far from his guidelines.

So, if you follow in L. Tolstoy’s path, you should direct your eyes to
the best examples of art, literature at all stages of human development, to be
saved from the destructive influences from the outside and destroying
yourselves from the inside. That is, literature in company with education as
culture components appears to be a boundary, a protective mechanism
ensuring the human activity. But literature should be ridded of ideological
influence, of emasculation for the sake of ideology, as it was in the Soviet
Union. Literature should become a “school of life”, “science of human
being” that in artistic images and in different art forms (epic, narrative,
poetic, dramatic) presents a holistic world of holistic man. This task
contributes to the poly functionality of belles-lettres, and its special place
among other types of arts (what was discussed in the previous article).

“Reading is an aesthetic basis of other artistic communication”
(Yu. Borev). [6] Unfortunately, modern students and young people read a
little, they are far advanced in their ability to find all necessary information,
but not always they treat it skillfully, and belles-lettres lost its important
place on behalf of information technology. In my life I have met some
people who have never or very seldom read belles-lettres. It is sadly, but
among them there is a teacher-physicist and a choreographer, that is, people
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educating younger generation and sharing their limited experience. There are
some people which being already in conscious age and conditions, due to
certain reasons, and often under the influence of society, understand their
closed mind in this matter, and they have sharply raising need to read belles-
lettres. They realize that precious time is lost, but they have a great desire to
make up leeway. Those who possess educated art needs to read and they are
stable, have more opportunities to develop themselves comprehensively and
harmoniously.

On the one hand, a master — a literary artist, artistically and creatively
person — creates an artistic product (literary writing). On the other hand, the
reader consumes an artistic product (literary writing) created by a writer or
poet.

The first one (a writer, a poet-artist) is a bearer, a translator and creator
of culture of his time, his social class, his nation, his tradition, a creator or
successor of a certain literary style, literary form, and the like. He creates
culture through artistic expression. The other (a reader) uses artistic product
(an artwork). During this process education and formation by means of
culture and in culture translated by an artist occurs.

By K. D. Ushinskyi, “the art of education is based on science. Being
the great and complex art, it is based on variety of great and complex
sciences; being an art, except knowledge, it also requires abilities, appetite;
and being an art it seeks the ideal, which is always attempted to be achieved
but is never achievable: the ideal of perfect man.” [17, p. 15] Thus, literature
as the art of word should be a powerful tool in improving man, being
educated and formed, because it gives a lot of examples of relationships,
communication, education, life problems, situations of moral choice, actions,
a variety of images, and the like.

Literature educates as pedagogy, it forms the world along with science.
If “culture is a way of human activity for the world acquiring.” [10, p. 3]
then books, according to the remark of Ludwig Feuerbach, are the glasses
through which we see the world. [10, p. 160]

If the matter concerns art, first of all, we are talking about aesthetic-
artistic category — aesthetic sense, aesthetic image, aesthetic attitude,
beautiful and ugly, ideal, imagination, fantasy and the like. And, accordingly,
all this is formed in man, being educated, through the meeting with artwork,
and definitely makes a positive influence.

At the same time, the literature is better than other types of art reveals
meanings that sciences don’t often give. “Workmanship doesn’t save an
artist, if he has nothing to say to people. Task for meaning can be a task to
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many, but not just one artist. It can be all mankind problem.” [11, p. 25] By
M. M. Bakhtin, meanings are the answers to the questions. “What doesn’t
give an answer to any question, for us, is deprived of meaning.” [2, p. 26]
The task for meaning is also the task for the conscience (V. Frankl,
D. A. Leontiev). Here an artist acts as not an isolated individual, but as a
subject of artistic culture, creating it.

And to get in our social experience, the meanings have to take an art
form, which is familiar to us. [3, p. 406] “The meaning received by the
recipient from an art work is always its own meaning dictated by the context
of his own life and his personality, but not the meaning initiated in the
structure of the work; however, the structure of the work is built by an
artist — consciously or unconsciously — in such a manner to transmit or, more
precisely, to give people an absolutely specified meaning.” [11, p. 31]

Filling with meanings, or answering vital questions, belles-lettres
makes its ennobling, catharsis educational influence. The reader thinks,
reflects, feels, cries, laughs, feels blue, admires, is worried, empathizes -
lives an empowered conscious and emotional life.

I. M. Karpenko, considering education as a spiritual catharsis of the
individual, insists that “only catharsis ensures the preservation of holistic
personality and the integrality of educational influence simultaneously at the
level of consciousness, feelings and behavior. In addition, synchronous,
holistic detection of all three components of the spiritual catharsis
(purification, sophistication and exaltation of the man)” is implemented
namely in the pedagogical aspect. [9, p. 151]

Both artistic-aesthetic needs and creation needs are related to the
belles-lettres. If the literary artist creatively self-realizes, composes an
artwork, and, in fact, creates art culture, then the recipient doesn’t just
perceive, assimilate, read an artwork, but he creatively reprocesses
everything the author offers, in his mind, in his intellectual activity; and a
transformation in feelings and behavior happens. In addition, a man,
delighted at literature, having sustainable art need, tries himself in creative
activities; and he usually has developed imagination, fantasy, intuition and
the like.

Conclusion. Thus, it is revealed that:

—the main, or more precisely, the ultimate goal of education is the
education of man of culture;

—man of culture is the personality living, developing and being formed
in the culture (becoming cultural), playing the role of an object of culture
influence and its bearer; the personality simultaneously translating and
creating culture;

208

JlyxOBHiCTb 0cOOMCTOCTi: METOAOIOTisI, Teopisi i MpaKTHKA 3 (72)-2016

—culture is a regulatory and protective mechanism ensuring human vital
activity;

—belles-lettres as a part of culture makes its transforming influence on a
man and the world.

Belles-lettres makes human life interesting, rich and cultivated: it gives
the meaning (meanings), develop artistic-aesthetic and creative abilities,
aesthetic sense, imagination, moral qualities, language; it enriches the
vocabulary, forms the world view, promotes the development of both
imaginative and logical thinking, ability to dialogue, discursiveness of
thinking. It contributes to the knowledge of the world, history, self-
knowledge through reflection and catharsis, defining its place in the world.
Therefore, it forms and educates in the culture and by the culture Man of
Culture.
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BUXOBAHHSI JIIOJJUHU KYJIbTYPU 3ACOBAMH XY JTOXKHbOI
JITEPATYPU

C. C. PanmgoBa

Y emammi nooaemocs ananiz i susnauenns Oehiniyiil «KyIomypa», «ir0OUHA
KyIbmypuy» y pinocopcokiti ma Kyavmyponociunill iimepamypi ma o0rpyHmo8yemucs
nedazociunutl nioXio 00 GUX0GAHHS JHOOUHU KYIbIMYPU 3aAc00amu  XYOOAHCHbOT
aimepamypu.

Tlpononyiomuvcs 3acaou Kynemyproi nedacociku, 00IpyHMOGani KiHyesum
3A60AHHAM OCGIMU — BUXOBAHHAM JIOOUHU KYALIMYPU, d MAKOIC NOJIOICEHHAM NPO
me, Wo Kyibmypa 8UCHYNAE Pe2yIssmUGHUM | 3aXUCHUM MeXAHIZMOM, WO 2apanmye
AHCUMMEITbHICID MH0OUHU. SK 00uH 13 3ac00i8 6UX08AHHS JHOOUHU KYIbmypu i
CKAA008a OYXOGHOL KYIbMypu pO32a0acmMbCst XYO0XCHS TIMepamypa, wo pooums
C8Ill NO3UMUBHO-NEPEMBOPIOIOYULL BNIUE HA TFIOOUHY T CEIM.

Knrwouosi cnosa: «kynemypa, nioouna Kyibmypu, GUXOBAHHS, XVOOIICH
aimepamypa, cemc, Kamapcuc.

BOCIHIMUTAHUE YEJIOBEKA KYJIbTYPbI HOCPEJICTBOM
XYJIOXKECTBEHHOM JUTEPATYPHI

C. C. PammgoBa

B cmamve daemca ananuz u onpedenenue oepuHuyull «Kyibmypay, «4eio6ex
KYIbmypuly 8 punocoghckoil u Kynbmyponocuieckol aumepamype u 000CHO8bI8aemcsl
neoazoeuyeckuili. nOOX00 K GOCHUMAHUIO Hel08eKd KYIbmypbl NOCPeOCmBEOM
Xy002Icecm8eHHO TUMepamypbl.

Tlpeonazaromea 0cho8bl KynbmypHoll neoazo2uxu, 0O0CHOBAHHbBIE KOHEYHOU
3a0aueti 06pA308aHUsL. — OCRUMAHUEM Hel08eKd KYIbMYPbl, d MAKHCe NOL0IHCCHUEM
0 MOM, YMO KYIbImypa GbICIynaem pecyiamugHblM U 3aWUumHbIM MeXAHU3MOM,
eapanmupyiowum  JcusHedesmenvHocms  yenoseka. Kax oomo w3z cpedcme
B60CHUMAHUA  HelogeKad KYAbmypbl U  COCMABNAIOWAs  OYXOBHOU  KYIbmypol
paccmampusaemcs XyoodlceCmeeHHas Aumepamypa, Komopas oCcywecmeisiem ceoe
nO3UMUBHO-Npeodpasyioujee 6lusHIUe HA 4e108eKd U MUp.

Knioueevte  cnoea:  xyabmypa, — ueio8ek  KyAbmypel,  8ocnumawue,
Xy002icecmeenas Iumepamypa, CMulClL, KAmapcuc.
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UDC 37.015.3

PSYCHOLOGICAL PECULIARITIES OF
SPIRITUALIZATION OF PEDAGOGS AND STUDENTS
PERSONALITY AND THE CONDITIONS OF THEIR
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY

V. V. Rybalka

The article highlights the nature of the content and process of
spiritualization, there are given two of itskinds that are of either
relatively normal or extreme nature of the social situation in society
and education system and classification in three dimensions —
1 —socio-psychological and individual, Il —active and Il —age-
related. Thus, the first measurement of the spiritualization suggests
the ways that relate to individual substructures such as:
psychosociality, communication, direction, character, identity,
experience, intelligence, psychophysiology and psychosomatics.
Spiritualization must have activity character and relate to the age
group of the teaching staff and students, giving them certain
additional group and individual features. Based on this classification
there may be offered a program of spiritualization of individual
teachers, students and conditions of educational activities.

Keywords: Content and process of spiritualization, its kinds,
classification according to dimensions, sub-structures, activity
components, levels of age development, spiritualization program.

Spiritualization of the experience of pedagogs and their conditions of

educational activities is seen as an active process and the result of the
comprehensive presentation of their positive content of ideal activity of the
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