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FRITZ SENN: A JUBILEE OF THE OUTSTANDING SWISS JOYCEAN
AND HIS HALF-CENTURY COMMITMENT TO JAMES JOYCE

The article is devoted to the 85th jubilee of Fritz Senn, a renowned Joycean who is the director of
Zurich Joyce Foundation, a remarkable scholar who inspired several generations of Joyceans by his
extraordinary way of thinking and deep interpretations of Joyce's idiostyle in the context of world cul-
ture. Developing his own conception of Joyce's internal translations, Fritz Senn has been serving phi-
lology for many years, committed to his search of truth, never compromising his opinion, promoting
dialogue of cultures, integrating the movements of his thinking soul into dynamics of the modern world.
A recognized authority in the Joycean world, Fritz Senn follows his own path without holding an official
scientific degree. He is cited by Joyceans from all over the world, he is Doctor Emeritus at several uni-
versities, he is an editor of academic journals that specialize in Joyce's work. He inspires Joyceans to
discover new ways within an integral scientific paradigm. With deep respect and appreciation of Fritz
Senn's scientific honesty, his openness to academic discussions, his deep commitment to Joyce
Ukrainian scholars congratulate him on his jubilee and wish him new achievementrts in his work.
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Fritz Senn is renowned for his lifelong comprehension has impressed me a great
commitment to James Joyce, his inspiring deal. Fritz Senn worries about the future of
interest in Joycean research, and his support of academic writing on Joyce. He is strongly
Joyceans all over the world. He is a visiting against the conveyor belt of such writing that
professor at the State University of New York at may be hazardous to Joyce’s heritage. Fritz
Buffalo, Indian University, Ohio State University, Senn has a rare gift of establishing a Joycean
University of Hawaii, and University of Delaware. environment in which new ways of writing
He is co-editor of such academic journals as about Joyce and on Joyce would be found.
European Joyce Studies, Joyce Studies Annual, The scholar's human consciousness gets
James Joyce Literary Supplement, Papers on awakened to diverse cultures and languages
Joyce, and Dublin James Joyce Journal. There is when it is integrated into the hypertextual world
hardly a person who knows more about Joyce in of Joyce. At his age of 85 Fritz Senn’s heart
Zurich than Fritz Senn. and soul remain young. Sometimes you may

| am lucky to have been invited by this think how much he resembles Joyce, for there
scholar to spend two months at the Zurich is unspoken interaction between Joyce, an
James Joyce Foundation headed by him. His ideal writer, and Senn, his ideal reader. Fritz
devotion to Joyce and original theory of text Senn’s remarkable involvement in Joyce’s

writings is shared by all Joyceans whose
leader he certainly is. He has been writing on
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Joyce for half a century. His voice is heard
through his “inductive scrutinies” [1]. Ukrainian
and Russian scholars congratulate Fritz Senn
on his jubilee and appraise his outstanding
scholarly work. | am one of his disciples who
holds a Doctor of Philology (habilitation)
degree for my study of linguistic and typo-
logical aspects in Joyce’s idiostyle.

Fritz Senn is an unusual scholar. His
writings are far from being conventional but
there is always inspiration, a genuine attitude,
and masterly knowledge of James Joyce in
them. His essays, as he calls his articles in
academic journals, are recognizable, for he is
unique in Joyce’s literary criticism. Fritz is
aware of all nuances of Joyce’s meaning and
is brilliant at establishing Joyce’s intertextual
links. Senn is a pioneer in the exegesis of
Finnegans Wake. He was one of the first to
speak about the epiwo of this text. Senn is a
self-made scholar who proves that academic
scholarship and real movements of the heart
that help create masterpieces on Joyce are
different things. With all modesty, without
scientific degrees but overwhelming respect
and appraisal of his followers, he claims to be
ab autodidact. Although Fritz’'s research is not
conditioned by any school, he has mastered
the world of Joycean cognition, text production,
and text comprehension. He is one of the few
who is integrated into Joyce’s epiwo as a
scholar, a reader, and a human being. | would
never call his writings eclectic. | feel that they
are products of one and the same line of
reasoning, which we can identify for Fritz.
What he does, goes beyond interpretation. He
is in his own scientific paradigm whose
fundamentals are endless curiosity, reading as
adventure and discovery, commitment to Joyce’s
WORD, scientific honesty, sharing with gene-
rosity, and an invitation to open horizons by
leaving the constraints of any boundaries. Fritz
Senn’'s model of Joycean comprehension is
integral, humanistic, and free from any chains
and stereotypes. This is a scientific soul
awakened to elucidate the greatness of Joyce’s
WORD across ages. Senn’s approach is textual.
All his life has been devoted to the explanations
of blind spots that are so many in Joyce’s books.

Fritz Senn used to be in isolation when he
started research on Finnegans Wake. Now, he
has many followers who are curious about the
depths of this remarkably complicated text. In
his writings, Fritz is precise in his conceptua-
lizations. He claims, “Retroactive semantifi-
cation is vital in Finnegans Wake” [1, p. 127].
He is brilliant at what he calls “instances of
postponed clarification”; “... in life too we often
understand long afterwards, or too late” [1, p.
75]. Fritz’s insight empowers us with many
reflections that are still to be comprehended.
To illustrate one of them: “A Wakean
consciousness permits the past to be affected
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by the future” [1, p. 111]. This statement is a
precise way of identifying the macrostructure of
Finnegans Wake. Also, it points to the fictional
world as the one that awakens consciousness
across ages. In his writings, Fritz Senn turns to
Aristotle, Homer, Ovid, Augusyine, Aquinas,
Danter, Bruno, Nicolas of Cusa, Shakespeare,
Vico, and many others. All of them are related to
Joyce because, as Fritz Senn claims, “each
impulse of new life is a revival’ [1, p. 112]. In
Senn’s view, “If anyone, Joyce was always
altering, remodelling times, including his own
past. A Portrait puts this into words and style.
Dubliners went into Finnegans Wake and
Finnegans Wake changed Dubliners for us” [1,
p. 112]. It is true that Joyce’s epiphanic model
curbed conventional narrative superstructures.
Instead, Joyce built on his reader's conventions
to discover the world of active human con-
sciousness through words which in Finnegans
Wake may be traced in diversity of human
languages and cultures.

In his academic work, Fritz Senn is left with
Joyce with whom he is in dialogical interaction.
He explores Joycean lexical clashes. He
argues that “much of Greek and Roman
literature that almost by educational reflex went
into Joyce’s works has not been researched, or
even labelled” [1, p. 197]. Senn expresses a
great concern of Joyce’s literary translation. He
collects translations of Joyce from many
languages. The secret of Fritz Senn’s outs-
tanding scholarly achievements is in his
neglect of scholarly ambitions. He considers
himself to be an amateur because it gives him
freedom to pursue his angle of perception and
develop his own theory of text comprehension.

In Zurich’'s James Joyce Foundation, a
scholar, the receiver of a grant, only stretches
a hand to find any book on Joyce. Fritz Senn is
always in his office. His working day begins
early and he is one of the last to leave the
foundation late in the afternoon. At times, he
enters the library, looks at you reading a book,
takes a seat, and talks about Joyce. This is
inspiring and encouraging. | am the only one
from the former Soviet Union who was granted
such an honour to work on my doctoral thesis,
habilitation, in the Foundation. From Fritz, |
have learned commitment to the course of life,
which to us, Joyceans, is Joyce himself, enig-
matic, changeable, and humane.

Dear Fritz! Many happy returns of the day!
New talented researchers entering your Joy-
cean constellation! Good health and new
insights! Thank you for your serving Joyce for
SO many years!
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®domeHko O.I. Ppiy CeHH: HOBinen BMAATHOro WBENLAPCLKOro M)KOMCO3HaBLUsA i Noro niBBi-
KoBe cnyxXiHHA [xoncy

Cmammio npucesyeHo 85-piudto @pimuya CeHHa, gidomMoz0 dxolico3Hasus, sakul odomoe Lliopux-
cbKuli poHO [Ixelimca [Ixolica, npekpacHo20 84eH020, W0 HaduxHy8 He OOHE MOKOMIHHS OOCIOHUKI8
Lxetimca [Pxolica HeopduHapHicmo 8r1acHO20 MUCMEHHS, 2iubuHor iHmeprnpemauii iduocmuso
UCbMEHHUKa 8 KOHmMeKcmi ¢eimogoi Kyrnbmypu. Cmeoprotoyu 8racHy KOHUEMNUito pPOo3yMiHHS iduoc-
musmo [xotica, ®pimuy CeHH yrnpodoex bazambox poKie camosiddaHo cryxumb Hayui, nepebysaroyu
8 NMocmiltHOMY MOWYKY icmuHu, He Udy4u Ha KOMMpoMmicu, 3anpouwyrodu 0o diaroay Kynbmyp, ni3HaH-
Hs1 meopyoi dymaroqoi Oywi 8 QuHaMiUi cydacHo20 ceimy. Slk asmopumem y Oxolico3Hacmei, @pimy
CeHH cmoimb OKpeMo; He Mar4qu OiyitiHO20 84EHO20 CMYIEHs, 8iH UUMyembCs MposiOHUMU OXou-
Co3HasusIMu ceimy, € noYyecHum rpoghecopom psidy c8imosux yHieepcumemig, exo0umpe 00 cknady
pedakuyiti xXypHarnie, npucessdyeHux [pxkolcy, Haluxae Hosux OxolicosHasyig o rowykie i 8idkpummis y
pamkax iHmezpasbHOi Haykogoi napaduamu. 3 21ubOKOK 108a200 i 8U3HaHHSIM HayKo80I YecHocmi
@®pimya CeHHa, Uoeo eidOkpumocmi G0 nonemiku, oz2o anubokux po3dymie npo [xolica i micye
Lxolica y ceoto ernoxy ykpaiHchbKi e4eHi eimatomb ®pimua CeHHa 3 tosirieemM i baxkaromb UOMY HOBUX
meop4ux O0CS2HEHb.

Knro4voei cnoea: dxolicodHaecmeo, iduocmusib [Dkolica, iHmeepamugHe MOOerIto8aHHs.

domeHko E.I'. Ppuy CeHH: KOOGMnen BblgaloLlerocs LWBeMLapCKOro gxomcosega U ero no-
nyBekoBoe cnyxeHue [xoncy

Cmambs nocesiweHa 85-nemHemy robunero ®pumuya CeHHa, usgsecmHoz20 dxolicogeda, 8o3a/1as-
naowezo Lropuxckuli ¢poHO [xelimca [Pkolica, 8e/lUKOIEeNnHO20 y4eH020, 800XHOBUBWIE20 HE OOHO
rnokoneHue uccredoeamenel [Dxelimca [pkolica ceoeli HEOPOUHAPHOCMbIO MbIWIIEHUS, 2/TyOUHOU
UHmMeprnpemauuu uduocmurss nucamersns 8 KoHmekcme mupoeol Kynbmypbel. Co3dasass cobcmeeH-
HYI0 KOHUenuyuto noHumaHus uduocmuns [xotica, ®pumy CeHH 8 meyeHuUe MHO2uX iem caMmoomee-
PXKEHHO CIyXUm Hayke, Haxo0siCb 8 MOCMOSIHHOM [OUCKE UCMUHbI, He Udsl Ha KOMIMPOMUCCHI, Npu-
enawas K duanoey Kynbmyp, nosHaHut0 meop4yeckol Oymarouwjel Oywu 8 OUHaMUKe CO8PEeMEHHO20
mupa. Bydyyu asmopumemom 8 OxoticogedeHuu, @pumy CeHH cmoum OCOBHSIKOM, He umesi ogu-
yuanbHolU y4eHoU cmerieHU, oH yumupyemcs sedyuumu Oxolcoeedamu Mupa, sierisemcsi noyem-
HbIM fipogbeccopom uenoeo psida yHusepcumemos mupa, exodum 8 cocmas pedakyull XypHaros,
nocesiueHHbIx [kolicy, 600xHO8s5em HO8bIX O0licoeedos K rnouckam U OMKPbLIMUSIM 8 paMKax UH-
meepasibHol HayyHol napaduembl. C 2nyboKUM yeaxkeHUEM U Mpu3HaHUeM Hay4yHou YecmHocmu
®pumua CeHHa, €20 OMKpbIMoOCMuU K MOJSIEMUKE, €20 2/1yboKuX pasmbiwrneHud o [pkolce u mecme
JIxolica 8 €800 310Xy yKpauHCcKue y4yeHble rnoddpaensiom ®Ppumuya CeHHa ¢ robuneem u xenarm
eMy HOBbIX M8opYECKUX OOCMUXEHUU.

Knrodesnble cnoea: dxoticogedeHue, uduocmurss [Dkolica, uHmezpamugHoe ModesnuposaHue.
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