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Makarchuk . ontingent of Subscribers of the Magazine “Narod” (Galicia in the Austro-
Hungary, 1890-1895)

The first issue of the journal “Narod” (The People), which existed a very long time as for the party
publications – five and a half years, was produced in January 1890. The “Narod” was public-political
and scientific-popular journal. Ivan Franko became the responsible editor, and Mychailo Pavlyk was
the publisher. From the first issue of the journal the editorial office declared its main task – to prepare
the establishment of the Democratic Party, the main function of which was conducting work among the
villagers and the workers. In early October 1890 in Lviv at the first congress of progressive
intelligentsia it was decided to create the Ruthenia-Ukrainian Radical Party and transform the journal
“Narod” into its official organ.

The subscription would have become one of the main distribution methods of the “Narod”, because
the subscription as a distribution method of periodicals had several advantages. It is convenient for the
reader that during the subscription period a signed edition is delivered to him and after paying for the
subscription, he is exempted from further costs during the whole period of subscription. Concerning
the editors, the subscription is convenient because they receive the certain sum of money at once,
which gives the greater guaranteed part of the edition fees. It is clear that the editors seek to ensure
as many subscribers as possible, which assures the defined part of its audience during the whole
period of subscription. The “Narod” gambled on the readership. The latter was too divided
ideologically, especially into the so-called “old” and “new” radicals.

Despite the interest in the publication, which was expressed by the subscribers from Russia,
Bulgaria, Switzerland, the United States, other provinces of the Austro-Hungarian, the amount of
readers since 1892 was constantly narrowing.

Positioning “Narod“ as the party organ (“RURP”), despite the fact that the party itself had a very
narrow social and public base is considered to be one of the reasons for the financial collapse. The
other reason for the failure is the editors and publishers inability to combine the audience, which was
too wide and was consisted of Galician villagers, professional politicians (the deputies of the Vienna
and the Galician Sejms, political emigrants from Russia, etc.), students, intelligentsia, priests etc.
However, there were also some successful finds of the Editorial Board: special subscription conditions
for the villagers, promotional activities to attract new signatories, and so on. These points can be
considered by the modern Ukrainian editions, which are intended for a broader audience.

Key words: Ruthenia-Ukrainian radical party, the party press, democratic press in Eastern Galicia
late nineteenth century, publishing Franko, publishing M. Pavlik, Drahomanov role in the formation of
an independent Ukrainian press.


