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Verbytskyj P. The Normative and Legal Implementation of Cooperation between Journalists
and Officials in Ukraine

The key foundations of normative and legal basis of state and authorities in the context of Human
Rights, freedom of speech, and mass-media are analyzed. It is mentioned that absence of a clear
concept of cooperation between government and mass-media reduces the power of authority in
society because of tendentious reflection of its activity and distortion of information about it.

The attention is paid to the fact, that mass-media not only implement and represent the public
opinion, but they have the functions of observer and inspector of legislative, executive and judicial
power. In this connection it is clear that mass-media activity in a democratic country should be
examined in the context of realization of the separate part of the legal state functioning – freedom of
speech, freedom of media and freedom of convictions, the unobstructed right to search and spread
the information.

The Constitution of Ukraine provides for the implementation of freedom of speech in practice. The
Constitution of Ukraine declares everyone’s right to elect, to preserve, to use and spread information
orally, in written form or any other way – for audience choice. In the Constitution is mentioned about
the possibility of law restriction in the interests of National Security, territorial integrity and public order.
It is emphasized that the constitutional statute concerning censorship inhibition in the context of our
theme is based on principle. Besides, the Constitution of Ukraine guarantees the information security
as one of the most important functions of the state, and also the matter of Ukrainian nation.

It is concluded that under any circumstances the basic principles of democratic state should not
suffer. Herewith, it is noted: freedom of speech in mass-media does not mean the permissiveness and
irresponsibility. Too free conduct with a word might have the negative social results, to deform
political, social, economic, cultural orientation both a society and an individual.
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